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The FWIO Annual General Meeting 
was held at the Casablanca Winery 
Inn, Grimsby on November 26th and 
27th, 2015.  Between the meeting, 
guest speakers, display & sales tables 
and perhaps even a visit to the spa, 
Members were kept busy during 
their stay. However, they managed to 
squeeze just about everyone together 
for a photo on the beautiful staircase at 
the Inn. For a full summary of the AGM, 
see page 12.
Pictured: FWIO President, Margaret Byl (front 
centre) is joined by WI Members, staff and 
“Addie”.

CONTACT INFORMATION
FWIO Provincial Office (see left)

Administrator of FWIO 
Kim Sauder: kim@fwio.on.ca 

Program & Communications Manager 
Andrea Morrison: andream@fwio.on.ca

Museum Curator 
Alyssa Gomori: curator@fwio.on.ca

Advocacy Coordinator 
Hania White Ph: 905-301-4958 
hania.white@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator 
Alana Robinson Ph: 705-689-6448 
membershipcoordinator@fwio.on.ca

Tweedsmuir Coordinator 
Christine Reaburn Ph: 613-582-3569 
reaburn@nrtco.net

Executive Officer to FWIC  
Evelyn Peck Ph: 613-968-9402 
executiveofficertofwic@fwio.on.ca

International Officer 
Margaret Christenson Ph: 705-779-3996 
ron.christenson@vianet.ca

Public Relations Officer 
Mary Shortt Ph: 613-475-4045 
publicrelations@fwio.on.ca

Additional contact information is 
available on page 13. 

FWIO OFFICE HOURS
The Provincial Office is open  

Monday to Friday from 
10am to 4pm.

Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home Tours are available 

Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 12pm to 4pm.

Inside:
4. FWIO Receives Grant

5. Branch Profile

6. Travel with FWIO

8-10. Down the Garden Path

11. Woman of Excellence in 
Agriculture Award

12. AGM 2015

13. Digitizing Update

14. Job Well Done

15. All For a Good Cause

2 



WI: Women Involved is our slogan for 2016! Travelling 
through this beautiful province in September and October 
while attending 13 Area Conventions, I had the privilege of 
meeting so many wonderful WI Members who shared their 
thoughts, ideas and visions for the future of FWIO. From 
north to south and east to west, the hospitality received 
was gratefully appreciated. The journey was sometimes 
challenging, but always interesting! It was great to see so 
many WI Women Involved!

Andrea Morrison, Sheila Schuehlein, President of Gateway 
Centre of Excellence in Rural Health and I were on hand 
in Kincardine on October 29th to receive the Community 
Foundation Grey Bruce Grant of $4,000 that will be used for 
a Rural Women’s Health Support Initiative which will feature 
workshops in the Grey-Bruce Area on “Caregiver Burnout”. 
This will be a cooperative effort between FWIO’s ROSE 
Program, and local WI Members. 

The HRAI Donor Appreciation Dinner took place on 
November 23rd. We are most grateful to the HRAI Golden 
Horseshoe Chapter, Manufacturers, Marlene & Hollie 
Archer and Shirley & Jack Cranston for their donations to 
the heating and air conditioning project at the Erland Lee 
(Museum) Home and Carriage House.

The Women’s Institute Rose project will unfortunately be 
delayed until the Spring of 2017. A Retired Teachers’ Grant 
for the Museum in the amount of $2,000 was announced, 
and the Digitizing Grant from Library and Archives Canada 
in excess of $38,000 was also approved! The Environmentally 
Friendly Hints Book has been updated and 200 books are 
now available. Andrea and Kim have been working hard to 
get our website up-to-date and secure. The FWIO website 
will be receiving a facelift in the New Year.

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Casablanca 
Winery Inn in Grimsby. Reports were given by the 
Coordinators and Officers, and our Accountant, Sara 
Detweiler, from Bairstow, Smart & Smith LLP, reviewed the 
Financial Statements for the year ending September 30, 
2015. Copies of the Annual Report may be requested from 

the Provincial Office. A full summary of the AGM can be 
found on page 12.

AGM Restructuring Vote: Results of the vote will be included 
as a separate enclosure. The Provincial Board will be 
reviewing the vote and investigate any legal ramifications 
before implementing the changes. Comments presented 
to the Board Directors and AVD’s will be discussed at the 
January Board Meeting as well.

If you are planning on attending the ACWW Triennial 
Conference in England in 2016, and would like to book a pre 
or post conference tour, please contact Arthena Hecker for 
details.

I would like to thank the FWIO Board and retiring Board 
Members and Coordinators, WI Women Involved, for their 
efforts in support of FWIO and their Communities. Kim 
Sauder, Administrator of FWIO, Andrea Morrison, Program & 
Communications Manager, Leah Gauthier, Office Assistant, 
Lynn Zizzo, Bookkeeper and Alyssa Gomori, Curator are 
doing a wonderful job!

One common theme that was discussed at every Area 
Convention was the need to increase our membership. I 
am happy to announce that Maureen Jennings, author and 
creator of the Murdoch Mysteries Television Series became 
a Member of FWIO at the AGM! In 2015, we welcomed the 
Women Inspiring Women WI (Brant County) and the Aurora 
WI, as well as over 100 new Members. New Branches are 
being planned to open in 2016. Looking to the future, with 
WI Women Involved, I am confident that FWIO will grow 
and flourish.  The ground-work has been laid and it is our 
job to build upon it. “I have been impressed with the urgency 
of doing. Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Being willing 
is not enough; we must do.” - Leonardo da Vinci, Artist and 
Visionary

Wishing you all the best for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year.

Yours for Home and Country,  
Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 
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Mark your  
calendars! WI Day – February 19, 2016

International Peace Garden Scholarship 
Deadline – April 1, 2016

Board Meeting – April 27-29, 2016

Branch & District Officer Forms due to the 
Provincial Office – June 30, 2016

Membership Fees due to the Provincial Office – 
June 30, 2016

FWIO Receives Grant to 
Support Rural Caregivers

FWIO is developing a Rural Women’s Health Support Initiative, thanks to 
funding from Community Foundation Grey Bruce.  The $4,000 grant will 
be used to create innovative training workshops for rural women in Grey 
and Bruce counties. 

These workshops will be open to women in the community who are 
interested in health coaching.  The goal is to create a network of volunteer health coaches who can help rural women 
caregivers explore how to better look after themselves and the loved ones they are caring for. 

This pilot project will be a cooperative effort between FWIO’s ROSE Program, Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural Health 
and local WI Members, of which there are 350 in 26 Branches across Grey and Bruce counties.  The hope is that this project 
could be replicated in other communities across Ontario.

The training workshops will be facilitated by Sheila Schuehlein, President of Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural Health, 
who is a graduate of the Duke University School of Integrative Medicine's Health Coaching Program.  Partial funding for 
this initiative was received through a Gateway grant from Green Shield Canada. The project will be further developed 
throughout the winter months, with the workshops anticipated for spring 2016.

If you or your Branch in Grey-Bruce would like to get involved in this initiative, please contact Andrea Morrison.
Seated (L-R): Ada Haasnoot (Grey-Bruce Area WI President) and Margaret Byl (FWIO President). Standing (L-R): Marion Koepke (North Grey 
WI Member and CFGB Grants Committee); Andrea Morrison (FWIO Program & Communications Manager) and Sheila Schuehlein (President, 
Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural Health).

Teddy Bear & Quincy Book Project
A reminder that each WI Area has been given copies of the book, “Quincy and His Quilt: 
a Northern Adventure”, as part of a special project to celebrate the 119th Anniversary of 
Women’s Institute. These books were to be shared with WI's within each Area. We are asking 
that you purchase a little teddy bear, make a small quilt or blanket, wrap it in an individual 
package and deliver it to a children’s hospital/ward, police department or fire department 
on February 19, 2016 - WI Day. Be sure to include your WI’s name on a gift tag or label. 
Also, consider telling the media of your plans and TAKE PHOTOS of your Members 
preparing or donating these packages. Send your photos to the Provincial Office or share 
them on Facebook!
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Branch Profile 
LORNE SUTHERLAND WI
During WWI (1914-1918), the local community was 
very active in Red Cross work. Volunteers enjoyed 
working together, doing things to help the soldiers. 
When the war ended, they knew they needed another 
organization to become involved with.

On March 19, 1919, Mrs. J.J. Wilson of Pakenham, District 
WI President, was contacted.  They met at the home of 
Mrs. James Blair and their local Branch was formed.

The name “Lorne Sutherland” was suggested by Mrs. 
Blair to honour the memory of a local boy who gave his 
life in the war.

Lorne Sutherland WI (Carleton District, Eastern Area) 
has been involved with the local hospital for many 
years. In the hospital’s early years, the Branch furnished 
a room and made jams and jellies for use in the facility.  
In later years, a palliative chair was donated to the 
palliative care room, an instrument cart was donated to 
the operating room, and a donation was given towards 
a new digital mammography machine.

The Branch supports Breast Cancer, 4-H clubs, the 
Children’s Hospital, Arnprior-Braeside-McNab Seniors 
at Home Program, the Library and Archives, fire victims 
and the local non-profit radio station.

Lorne Sutherland WI shows at 3 local fairs and 
participates in the Renfrew South Craft Day. They have 
also donated a WI Rose to a local memorial garden. 
At Christmas, Members prepare trays of homemade 
goodies for shut-ins. Their funds are raised by catering 
dinners, anniversaries and serving smaller groups.

The Branch’s 4 Tweedsmuir History Books are in the 
Archives and have been indexed and digitized.

Lorne Sutherland 
WI has grown 
smaller in recent 
years, but still 
consists of 10 very 
active Members.

 

Pictured making a $200 donation to Arnprior-Braeside-McNab 
Seniors at Home Program are (L-R): Terry MacHardy, Joyce 
Headrick, Berna McClure, Colin Borshevsky (program driver), 
Gwen Steinke, Jane Potter, Marina Simar and Ina Mills. Missing: 
Debbie Mohr-Caldwell, Patricia Herrick and Sharon Gray.

Penetang Road 
Historic Village Signage Project

What can one do with 4 WI’s and 6 Tweedsmuir Histories? 
Add in a Community Artist/Historian, a Digitizer and a 
volunteer property guy and you come up with the Penetang 
Road Historic Village Signage Project.

For over 3 years, a small group of WI Members has worked 
on this history task, and on September 25, 2015, it all came 
together as we held a gala and officially unveiled all 12 signs.  
The WI’s of Wyebridge, Waverley, Craighurst and Crown Hill, 
all in Simcoe County, mined their Tweedsmuir Histories, 
and produced story board signs for their villages that lie 
along the 1815 Road that goes from Kempenfelt (Barrie) to 
Penetanguishene. With funding from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, assistance from Simcoe County Archives, and with 
permission from 4 townships and 1 city (Tiny, Tay, Springwater, 
Oro-Medonte and Barrie), the committee installed signs 
at 8 locations. On September 25th, we displayed all 24 life-
size proofs in Wyebridge Community Centre. Two hundred 
people attended - Mayors, the Warden, the Area President, 
even our new MPP joined local neighbours and pioneer 
family descendants in admiring the signs and congratulating 
the “Road Gang” who did all the work. 

The project featured one of the Women’s Institute’s most 
prized possessions, the Tweedsmuir History. These books are 
treasure troves of information, happily suggested by Lady 
Tweedsmuir so that “nothing valuable is lost or forgotten” in 
a community. They provided 
the bulk of the photos and 
articles for all the signs, and 
are really the stars of the 
whole endeavour!

By Sheila Craig, 
Craighurst WI
WI Members and pioneer 
descendants took part in 
ribbon cutting ceremonies to 
unveil their story boards (each 
Village held its own). Pictured 
is the Craighurst ceremony 
(above) and the Crown Hill 
ceremony (right).
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Danube Cruise 2015
Fourteen WI Members and friends, including two husbands, had an amazing pre-
Christmas cruise on the Main and Danube Rivers through Germany and Austria. 

Our modern ship had comfortable cabins, a panorama lounge, excellent cuisine 
and outstanding service. It was a relaxing experience to sit in the lounge with 
friends while we cruised past quaint villages and picturesque landscapes. Each 
day, we docked at a new destination where we were met by a local guide for 
a short walk through historic streets. It was awe-inspiring to tour some of the 
magnificent churches, opulent palaces and abbeys with their ornate Baroque architecture.

It was humbling to walk on the narrow cobblestone streets through ancient Roman gates and the fairytale settings.

A feature of this tour was the chance to visit the charming Christmas Markets where we could browse and shop in the 
brightly lit huts and marvel at the festive lights and decorations. 

We were well entertained throughout the cruise and had a tantalizing taste of the culture of the different regions. As well, 
we gained more historical knowledge and a better appreciation of the area’s geography.

Our trip was a delightful holiday and a wonderful way to contribute to the fundraising efforts of FWIO through our 
partnership with Collette Tours.

By Evelyn Peck, FWIO Past President
Taken at Vienna, Austria aboard the ship on the Danube. There were 5 Past Presidents of FWIO  
in the group. Pictured (L-R) in front: Ron Carter, Maria Smith, Ercelle Fleming, Kathy Clark,  
Arthena Hecker and Siggy Hecker. Second row: Jean Stevenson and Cecilia Maines.  
Third row: Audrey Carter, Christine Reaburn,  
Donna Russett and Rosemary Moran.  
Back row: Lenore Mcbride and Evelyn Peck.

Travel with
FWIO

British Landscapes - featuring 
England, Scotland and Wales
August 06 - August 15, 2016  
10 Days • 12 Meals  
• 8 Breakfasts • 4 Dinners 

Highlights: London, Oxford, North 
Wales, Lake District, Edinburgh 
Castle, York, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Stonehenge, Cotswolds

Discover Scotland 
August 22 - August 31, 2016  
10 Days • 14 Meals • 
8 Breakfasts • 6 Dinners 

Highlights: Scottish Night, Edinburgh 
Castle, Palace of Holyroodhouse, St. 
Andrews, Dunrobin Castle, Orkney 
Islands, Loch Ness, Isle of Skye, 
Armadale Castle, Loch Lomond 
Cruise, Farm Visit

 
Visit the FWIO website for 
full itineraries and prices, or 
contact:
Arthena Hecker    Phone: 705-246-2377   
Email: arthena_hecker@hotmail.com
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $628,285 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 - John Wooden

Amherst Island WI Participates in Dry Stone Festival
In September 2015, Amherst Island WI Members participated in the first Irish 
Canadian Dry Stone Wall Festival. Historic dry stone walls are found around the 
island, from cemetery walls to farm walls and the Amherst Island WI (Lennox & 
Addington District, Kingston Area) had spearheaded a program to restore and 
rebuild some of the originals. Grants were received over the past decade to hire 
a mason to train and guide Members and volunteers.

The festival was the beginning of the twinning of Amherst Island WI with the WI 
of the Ards Peninsula in Northern Ireland, where many local settlers originated. 
A Scrabo stone carved with “ARDS” was sent from the Ards WI and was placed 
in the Irish sampler wall by Amherst Island WI President, Joyce Haines. Historic 
Scrabo Tower is an Ards Peninsula landmark.

The 3-day Festival attracted 1,200 people, some of whom participated in 
workshops on building various styles of stone fences, stone carving, and a 
children’s workshop on building a fence using potatoes. Attendees came from 
Ireland, the USA and from across Canada. Commemorative stones were laid 
in the wall, a time capsule was placed by island youth and a stone was laid to 
remember an early island wall builder.

Guests at the final dedication included His Excellency Dr. Ray Bassett (Irish 
Ambassador to Canada) and his wife Patricia, the Hon. Michael Coteau (Ontario 
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport), Sophie Kiwala (MPP for Kingston and the 
Islands), Ric Bresee (Dep. Mayor of Loyalist Township), Jane Urquhart (author of 
The Stone Carvers) and Rick Mercer. Thanks 
were extended to sponsors who assisted by 
providing funding, transportation, land, stones 
and materials and to the event organizer, 
Andrea Cross, who just happens to be a 
Member of Amherst Island WI!

Pictured: Joyce Haines (Branch President) placing 
the Ards stone in the wall. 

“Do not let what you 
cannot do 
interfere with what  
you can do.” 

FWIO Celebrates 100th 
Anniversary of 4-H in 
Ontario
FWIO President-Elect, Barbara 
Weese and FWIO Past President, 
Evelyn Peck attended a banquet 
in Cornwall on September 26, 2015 
to mark the 100th anniversary 
of 4-H in Ontario. Barbara and 
Evelyn accepted a special plaque 
honouring FWIO as a founding 
member of 4-H in Ontario.

Pictured: Barbara Weese and Evelyn 
Peck with 4-H Ambassadors.

Sunnidale Corners WI Pays Tribute to 4-H 
Sunnidale Corners WI (Simcoe Centre-West District, Simcoe Area) honoured the 
100th anniversary of 4-H in Ontario with a display at the 2015 Elmvale Agricultural 
Fair. The Branch was happy to receive 1st prize for their display.
Pictured (L-R): Della Giffen (Branch President) and Judy Smith (Branch Secretary).
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North Emily WI
After attending Debbie Bauer's membership workshop, 
North Emily WI (Victoria West District, Central Area) 
was eager to put into action the inspirational ideas she 
presented. The Branch has streamlined, done some 
modernizing and is continually looking for programs that 
will appeal to both present Members and encourage new 
Members to join. 

Since Debbie encouraged Members to draw from the 
past, fulfill the needs of the present and look to the future, 
they decided to look a generation ahead. The Branch has 
initiated a 'novice' group which they have named "Addies" 
in honour of Adelaide Hoodless. They were hoping to have approximately 8 young ladies (children, grandchildren 
and neighbours of Members), but they were delighted to have 16 express interest! 

On November 19, 2015, these young ladies were introduced at the Branch’s monthly meeting and were presented with 
bracelets in club colours as a token of their enrolment. They enjoyed an evening of Christmas crafts for their first meeting. 
Baking, sewing, quilting and other skills are in the works for future meetings as well as helping out with any Branch events 
they may have. They hope this will encourage them to become Members of WI in the future. North Emily WI thanks Debbie 
for her fantastic workshop and for giving them the inspiration to create new ideas to keep WI strong!

North Emily WI’s “Addies” group.

Penage Road WI
On October 28, 2015, 
three Members of 
the Penage Road WI 
(Sudbury District, North 
Central Area) visited 
Laurentian University 
in Sudbury for the 
Official Book Launch 
Celebration of "A Great 
Rural Sisterhood: Madge Robertson Watt and the ACWW” by Dr. 
Linda Ambrose of the History Department. In welcoming guests, 
Linda gave a very brief overview of the writing process, which had 
taken many years and travels to complete. She thanked visitors, 
the LU Department Staff, and family members for their continued 
support. During light refreshments, copies of the book were 
autographed.
Pictured (L-R): Margaret Kechnie, a Thornloe colleague who wrote 
"Organizing Rural Women: The Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario, 
1897 - 1919", Dorothy Pattison (Penage Road WI), Dr. Linda Ambrose 
(author), Gillian Catto (FWIO Area Voting Delegate) and Sharon Oatway (a 
Past President of Penage Road WI).

South Lobo WI
The South Lobo WI (Middlesex District, Southern 
Area) presented Leslie-Anne Steeper-Doxtator, 
Librarian at the Coldstream Branch Library, with 
four copies of the book “A Great Rural Sisterhood: 
Madge Robertson Watt and the ACWW” by Linda 
Ambrose, which South Lobo WI have donated to 
the Coldstream, Ilderton, Komoka and Strathroy 
Branches of the Middlesex County Library.
Pictured (L-R): Sieka Van Steeg (Branch President), Leslie-
Anne Steeper-Doxtator and Glenna Ladell (Branch 
Secretary).
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Central Area
At the Central Area WI Convention held on October 24, 
2015, Members were pleased to have FWIO President, 
Margaret Byl attend. During her presentation, Margaret 
asked if there were any “50 years plus” Members 
attending. They were surprised and proud to have 8 
of these special ladies in attendance. Each lady gave a 
brief history of herself and how she became involved 
with WI. Margaret had a special volunteer pin to 
present to each of them. Victoria Hargrave, Corinne 
Croxall, Doreen Doyle, Barbara Hone, Florence White, 
Luella Lewis, Marlene Gribble and Lois Yellowlees were 
applauded by the audience. 

York Road WI
On September 9, 
2015, York Road WI 
(Northumberland East 
District, Trent Valley Area) 
hosted a ROSE Session at 
Smithfield United Church 
in Smithfield, Ontario.  
Lemonade, tea, coffee 
and goodies were served. 
FWIO Past President, 
Evelyn Peck, was the 

guest speaker and shared many pictures and souvenirs from her 
trip to India. On the computer, Evelyn pointed out some of the 
places she visited to a group of 6-8 people at a time, while others 
viewed the items on display. The public was invited, as well as 
other WI’s in the area and it was a great turnout of 29 ladies.

Strabane WI
On September 2, 2015, 
Strabane WI (Wentworth 
District, Hamilton Area) 
held a meeting at 
Strabane United Church 
on the topic of the 100th 
anniversary of 4-H in 
Ontario. Josh Madill, Brandi Parker and Chelsea Dwyer took 
turns telling the group about the history of 4-H in Ontario and 
what they have planned for the future, including a new logo.
Pictured (L-R): Josh Madill, Nancy Mills, Debbie Appleyard, Linda Baine, 
Ann Smith (hidden), Gisela Smithson, Gladys McCullum, Annelise Talbot, 
Brandi Parker and Chelsea Dwyer.

Navan WI
Navan WI’s Debbie Pike and her committee 
organized a delightful afternoon at Perrault 
Winery on Sunday, September 20, 2015. A good 
number of people came to taste the wine, 
enjoy the fine hors d'oeuvres made by the 
WI ladies, and browse through the beautiful 
artwork on display. Through their dedication 
and efforts, the Members of Navan WI (Russell 
District, Eastern Area) made this an incredibly 
fun and entertaining event. The Branch sends 
a big “thank you” to Denis and Lise Perrault for 
the use of their beautiful winery lands as well 
as their delicious wines!

Pictured: WI Members from Central Area are applauded for their 
50+ years of service to Women’s Institute.

Pictured (L-R):  Jill Noakes, Karen Smith and Anne Marie Potvin. 

Pictured: Members and guests of 
York Road WI look at Evelyn Peck’s 
display of items from India. 
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Binbrook WI
"An Italian Christmas" is what Irene DiCarlo, convenor of 
Binbrook WI’s Christmas meeting, made sure Members and 
guests experienced on November 25, 2015!

Joining in this special occasion was neighbouring Branch, 
Woodburn WI, friends, relatives, the handy husbands of 
several Members, as well as Brenda Johnson, Hamilton City 
Councillor, who greatly assisted in the re-opening of the 
Erland Lee (Museum) Home. 

As all arrived at Binbrook's Memorial Hall, a mountain of 
festive food-stuffs - all kinds of ingredients for an Italian 
feast - greeted the eye, smack-dab in the centre of the 
room! The display was indeed professional, and assembled 
by Irene's sister-in-law, Jenna. The potluck meal, to which 
many had brought favourite dishes, was highlighted 
with labeled, specific Italian dishes, as Irene read aloud a 
wonderful description first, of holiday meals from around 
the world, and then a riotous account of her childhood 
memories of growing up in an Italian household and the 
food at Christmas. 

Speaking of "fit for a queen" (food, that is), one surprise 
guest was the cousin of Member Judith Phillips, Mr. Glenn 
Walker, who had come down from northern Ontario 'to get 
warm'. Through conversation at his table, it was learned 
that Glenn had been a four-star chef aboard the "Royal 
Yacht Britannia", and upon invitation to speak, gave an 
impromptu description of food and beverage service 
aboard-ship, with breakfast - even at holiday time - needing 
to include porridge!

As the meeting progressed, gifts for 'Inasmuch House', 
a local women's shelter, were collected, and a small 
fundraising Silent Auction took place...but not before a 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-A-LONG led by Judith, was heard 
echoing throughout the building! 

By Cleda Yachetti, 
Binbrook WI (Wentworth District, Hamilton Area)

Williscroft WI
Williscroft WI (Bruce County District, Grey-Bruce Area) was 
delighted to welcome Jennifer Christie as guest speaker 
at a recent ROSE Session. Jennifer splits her time between 
her family’s 6th generation dairy and grain farm near Tara 
in Bruce County and developing marketing strategies with 
John Deere Dealers across Canada. She is establishing a 
women’s agri-business network in Southern Ontario, is a 
director and volunteer for 4-H Canada and she co-founded 
the Canadian Agri-Business Education Foundation. In 2013, 
Jennifer was chosen as one of the top 100 Most Powerful 
Women in Canada by the Women’s Network and the 
National Post. Jennifer gave a very interesting PowerPoint 
Presentation and 
answered many 
questions from the 
audience. Jennifer is 
a great ambassador 
for Bruce County. The 
Branch also had a 4-H 
display in celebration 
of its 100 years in 
Ontario. 
Pictured (L-R): Beth Slumskie 
and Jennifer Christie.

Cornell WI
On September 12, 2015, Cornell WI (Oxford District, Southern 
Area) hosted a potluck dinner to honour Ross and Betty 
Adlington, long-time residents of Cornell. Betty was born 
in Cornell over 90 years ago. They were presented with a 
condensed version of the Cornell Tweedsmuir History Book.  
Betty's mother, Zuella Hicks, was a founding Member of 
Cornell WI in 1925.  Betty joined in 1946 and has held many 
positions with the Branch, the latest being Tweedsmuir 
curator.  A maple tree was planted at the Cornell Hall in Ross 
and Betty's honour.

Pictured: 
Irene DiCarlo 

(R) with her 
sister-in-law, 

Jenna (L).

Pictured: Members and friends of Cornell WI 
with Ross and Betty Adlington. 
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Woman of Excellence 
in Agriculture Award
FWIO Congratulates 2015 Winner, Pat Marcotte

On November 11, 2015, FWIO presented Pat Marcotte of 
Wahnapitae, Ontario with the 2015 Woman of Excellence in 
Agriculture Award at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair (RAWF).

Pat is a retired elementary school teacher who, many years 
ago, introduced Agriculture in the Classroom education to 
her school. This concept spread to many other schools in 
Sudbury District. She has been a recipient of the Ontario Agri-
Food Education Teacher of the Year Award. Pat was also a 4-H 
leader and promotor and has been active at local, regional 
and provincial levels. In addition, she and her husband are 
goat breeders, winning many awards, and for several years organized the Goat Breeders education display at the RAWF. 
Pat has been instrumental in developing markets for goat products such as soaps, cheese and goat’s milk. She has also 
been active in promoting training for judges for the Agriculture fairs in the Sudbury/Algoma Districts and has expertise in 
both animal and homecraft areas. Pat is a Past Provincial President of the Ontario Agriculture Societies. 

Pat was a co-founder of the Northern Ontario Agri-Food Education and Marketing Association and has been on the 
planning committee for the Northern Ontario Pavilion at the RAWF since its inception. 

This is just a short summary of Pat Marcotte’s many achievements. 

Submitted by: Barbara Weese, Award Representative, 2015

Bishop’s Mills WI Going 
Strong 30 Years after 
Reorganizing
Bishop’s Mills WI (Leeds-Grenville 
District, Kingston Area) started in 1914 
and disbanded sometime before WWII.  
In 1985, Mildred Adams, a stalwart of the 
Hamlet, asked the women of the area if 
they would be interested in restarting 
a WI. Thus began a new chapter in the 
Tweedsmuir History Books. 

It was decided to hold a Victorian 
Style Tea to celebrate the Branch’s 
30th Anniversary in 2015. Preparations 
began in April, when a date was set 
for Sunday, August 30th. The WI is 
lucky to have a local Community Hall 
in which to hold its meetings and, 
as it was built in 1878, it provided 
the perfect setting for the Tea. Most 
Branch Members were able to visit the 

Brockville Museum in order to borrow 
Victorian costumes (it was made into a 
lunch date). Linda Desroches and Joan 
Tensen headed a team who decorated 
the old Temperance Hall to look like a 
Victorian Parlor. Card tables were set 
with lacy cloths, china tea cups and 
plates. Everyone made sandwiches, 
cookies, cakes or scones; tea and 

homemade lemonade were available 
as well as jam and clotted cream for 
the scones. Fifty-six teas were served 
during a very busy 2 hours! Everyone 
who came had an enjoyable time. 
Mildred Adams now resides in the local 
nursing and retirement home but she 
was the Branch’s guest of honour for 
the afternoon. 

Pictured (L-R): Barbara Weese (FWIO President-Elect),  Pat Marcotte and Margaret Byl (FWIO President).

Pictured (L-R): Jillian Wainwright, Sheryl McKim (President), Catherine Johnson,  
Susan Jenkins, Jeanne Lambert, Patricia Habberjam, Joan Tensen and Linda Desroches.

Want to know more?  Check out the Branch’s Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/BishopsMillsWI
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The FWIO Annual General Meeting was held in Grimsby at 
the Casablanca Winery Inn on November 26th and 27th, 
2015. It was a time to celebrate the accomplishments of the 
past year, enjoy guest speakers, welcome new Provincial 
Officers and thank those completing their terms.

Joining the Provincial Board are Elizabeth Sutton 
(Northwestern Area), Sue Cushing (Kingston & Trent Valley 
Areas) and Twyla Banbury-Campbell (Simcoe & Grey-Bruce 
Areas). All three ladies offered inspiring words about their 
experiences with WI and their excitement to serve on the 
Board. They join Lynda Booker (Hamilton Area), Mary Inglis 
(Eastern Area), Rie Van Steeg (Southern Area), Glenna Smith 
(Guelph & Central Areas), Sandy Marshall (North Central, 
Northern & Cochrane-Temiskaming Areas), Barbara Weese 
(FWIO President-Elect) and Margaret Byl (FWIO President).

After completing her three-year term as Board Director for 
Kingston and Trent Valley Areas, Mary Shortt was elected 
as FWIO’s new Public Relations Officer (please note the 
title change from Coordinator to Officer). Hania White was 
elected to the position of Advocacy Coordinator after having 
been appointed for one year. Alana Robinson accepted 
a one-year appointment as Membership Coordinator, as 
did Irene Robillard for the Digitizing Coordinator position. 
Donna Russett acted as Elections Officer and we had a 
voting strength of 29.

We thank Mary Shortt, Alana Robinson and Joyce Cockle 
for serving on the FWIO Board and are grateful that they 
will be staying on at the provincial level in other capacities. 
Our deep appreciation is also extended to Debbie Bauer 
who took on the appointment of Membership Coordinator 
for 2015. There is a good chance you saw Debbie this year, 
as she travelled extensively to bring her membership 
workshop to all corners of the province. Thank you to 
Donna Henderson who completed her three-year term as 
Public Relations Coordinator and for providing a workshop 
at the AGM which was widely enjoyed. Continuing their 
terms are Christine Reaburn (Tweedsmuir Coordinator), 
Margaret Christenson (International Officer) and Evelyn 
Peck (Executive Officer to FWIC).

We also welcomed new Area Voting Delegates who were 
elected at their Area Conventions this fall: Lorraine Goit 
(Hamilton), Nancy Wood (Trent Valley) and Joyce Cockle 
(Northwestern). Many thanks to Northwestern Alternate 
AVD, Leila Pettigrew, for standing in at the AGM as 
Joyce Cockle completed her final duties on the Board. A 

FWIO Annual General 
Meeting Held in Grimsby

ABOVE: The 2016 Provincial 
Board, front (L-R): Sandy 
Marshall, Barbara Weese, 
Margaret Byl and Evelyn Peck 
(Past President). Top (L-R): 
Lynda Brooker, Rie Van Steeg, 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell, 
Elizabeth Sutton, Glenna 
Smith, Sue Cushing and Mary 
Inglis.
RIGHT: FWIO President, 
Margaret Byl and Maureen 
Jennings.

special thanks also goes to Valerie Smith, Kingston Area 
2nd Alternate AVD and all Area Voting Delegates for 
representing their Members at the AGM. Warm wishes 
to outgoing AVD’s, Marian Austin (Hamilton), Mary Ellen 
Closson (Trent Valley) and Jean Wilson (Northwestern). 
Complete contact lists for all Provincial Officers are 
available in the Members Section and photos can be found 
on the website under “About Us” – “Our Team”.

Day 2 of the AGM was an incredibly informative and 
entertaining one! The morning began with an interactive 
“Media 101” workshop presented by FWIO Public Relations 
Coordinator, Donna Henderson and FWIC Executive Director, 
Kate Belair. Nancy Macleod then entertained the audience 
with her humorous presentation on “Victorian Medicine”. 
She had her “patient” (Andrea Morrison) sitting on the edge 
of her seat as she explained some of the head-scratching 
treatments and remedies from the Victorian era. Maureen 
Jennings, author and creator of “Murdoch Mysteries”, 
concluded the day with her talk, “Murdoch and Me: Dancing 
through the Years”. She enchanted the audience with her 
behind-the-scenes secrets and influences into the character 
of William Murdoch. What a treat! Maureen also delighted 
us with news that she was now our newest WI Member! 
FWIO President, Margaret Byl presented her with a WI pin.

It was a wonderful two-day event which would not have 
been possible without all of those who attended. The 
next Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 1, 2016 with workshops to take place on Friday, 
December 2, 2016. Stay tuned for additional details!
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Digitizing Underway!

We received funding to start digitizing! The first phase, 
which ends March 31, 2016, will create a searchable, free 
website for the Tweedsmuirs, Home & Country newsletters, 
and any other books that were previously digitized but not 

yet available online. As well, we will test our intended process to digitize and 
repair documents by doing so for a small number of Tweedsmuir Collections 
and other documents, including the minutes of Stoney Creek, our first Branch. 

We are now applying for multi-year funding to continue digitizing. Plans are to 
have the digitizing company pick up Tweedsmuirs and record books at specified 
locations across Ontario, digitize the books, and then return them. Books in need 
of repair will be taken to a company to repair/provide new covers and repair 
pages. The documents will be added to the website and a digitized copy will 
also be returned with the books. 

We gratefully acknowledge that this project is being made possible by the 
Government of Canada, through Library and Archives Canada’s Documentary 
Heritage Communities Program. While the original documents will remain 
locally, WI Members and researchers across Ontario, Canada, and the world will 
be able to access these historical documents.

We have not decided the order of digitizing in the province. Please contact me if 
you want your books digitized.

Are you prepared for digitizing?

1. Do you know the location of your Tweedsmuirs and record books?

2. Is the Branch name on each book?

3. Does each minute book or Tweedsmuir have a volume number or date?

4. Can more names and dates be added to photographs?

5. Do you know which books are in need of repair?

Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net), phone (613-432-6987), or 
mail (1075 Calabogie Road, RR 1, Renfrew, ON K7V 3Z4).

By Digitizing Coordinator,  
Irene Robillard

DIG ITIZING UPDATE

Scholarships 
& Awards

Application Deadline: 
June 30, 2016

90th Anniversary Scholarship 
To assist a WI Member who seeks 
self-improvement and personal 

enrichment through the education 
system as a full or part-time student. 

Previously 4 regional scholarships 
valued at $250 each, now one 

provincial scholarship. Value: $1,000

FWIO Provincial Scholarship 
Provided for a student furthering  

their formal education, on a full-time 
basis, at a post-secondary institution 

(in their first year). Value: $1,000

Helen M. McKercher Scholarship 
To assist a graduate student to pursue 
a post-graduate degree in Family and 
Consumer Studies, Home Economics 
or in a related program. Value: $1,200

For scholarship requirements please see 
www.fwio.on.ca/fwio-scholarships

Woman of Excellence in  
Agriculture Award 

FWIO invites you to recognize a 
deserving woman who is involved 

in agriculture, the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair and her community. 

The winner will be FWIO’s guest of 
honour at the Tribute to Agricultural 

Excellence Luncheon, where the 
award will be presented. Please see 
www.fwio.on.ca/Agriculture-Award 

for more information.

All applications/nominations can be 
submitted to the FWIO Provincial Office: 

552 Ridge Road,  
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6.
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Reid’s Corners WI
Congratulations to Ruth Anne 
Robinson of Reid's Corners WI (Bruce 
County District, Grey-Bruce Area) who 
won the FWIC Tweedsmuir History 
Competition, held at the Convention 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick in June 
2015! The competition involved writing 
a 1,000-2,500 word essay detailing the 
history of "My Family Homestead". 

Pictured: Ruth Anne Robinson (right) is 
presented with her trophy and certificate 
from Lynn Ballhorn, Saskatchewan 
President (left) who chaired the Tweedsmuir 
Competitions.

Fonthill-Singer’s Corners WI
On November 11, 2015, Members of Fonthill-
Singer’s Corners WI (Niagara District, Hamilton 
Area) laid a wreath at the base of the Ridgeville 
Cenotaph in remembrance of those who have 
fought and died for our freedom. 

This was the second year that Members have 
taken part in what they hope will become 
an annual tradition. The women noted that 
many of them had ancestors who served in 
the Military during both World Wars, and that 
the WI was very active on the home front. 

Yarmouth Glen WI
Yarmouth Glen WI (Elgin District, Southern Area) recently received a 2015 
Volunteer Service Award from the 
Municipality of Central Elgin, in recognition 
of its volunteerism. Yarmouth Glen WI 
is a small Branch, established in 1959, 
but Members proudly volunteer in the 
community whenever and wherever. 
Pictured (L-R): Marion McKenzie, Joan Hannah, 
Bernice Taylor, Joan Jackaman, Joanne Erickson 
and presenter, Councillor Fiona Roberts.

Waterloo District WI
More than 40 women from the Waterloo District Branches, which includes Bloomingdale, 
Branchton, Maple Grove and New Dundee, attended the Waterloo Region Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony in April 2015. The Waterloo District WI (Guelph Area) was inducted into the Hall of Fame 

for their great contribution to Community Service over the past 100 years. Marilyn Sararus, Chair 
of the New Dundee WI Tweedsmuir Committee, along with New Dundee Member Kate Cressman, 

Secretary of the Waterloo District, accepted the award from Brian Hunsberger, Chair of the Waterloo Region Museum 
Board of Governors.
Pictured: Members of Waterloo District WI at the Waterloo Region Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in April 2015.

Pictured (L-R): Alice Gram, 
Betty Ralph, Pam Bronn, Tania 
Maleschenko and Diana Knight.
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New Dundee WI
Forty-four Members of the New Dundee Women’s Institute (Waterloo 
District, Guelph Area) participated in a September work meeting 
organized by the Family and Consumer Affairs Committee. Plans 
began last May to make cloth toiletry bags for parents and other family 
members who find themselves staying at Ronald McDonald House 
while their child is being treated at The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. Members signed up to bring cotton fabric 
cut to size, ready to sew, along with quantities of toiletry items to fill the bags, such as soap, washcloth, shampoo, conditioner, 
Kleenex, toothpaste, toothbrush and mouthwash. Everyone enjoyed socializing as they sewed, pressed, threaded cording, 
filled the bags and attached handwritten notes from the Women’s Institute. Over 60 bags were completed, ready to be 
delivered to Ronald McDonald House the following day by Member Dorothy Martin who had initiated this project. At the end 
of the evening, apple pandowdy prepared by the committee was served along with ice cream and tea.
Pictured: At a work meeting, Members of the New Dundee WI show off a selection of the more than 60 hand-made bags which were filled with 
toiletry items and donated to Ronald McDonald House. Standing (L-R): Carol Sararus, Bev Biggar, Dorothy Martin, Pauline Stirling, Bev Fried, 
Wilma Good, Rose Ann Pacheco and Marg Doerfling. Seated (L-R): Joy Thompson, Marilyn Sararus, Nancy Birss, Kate Cressman and Kathryn Wall.

Aughrim WI 
On November 3, 2015, the ladies of Aughrim WI (Lambton 
District, Southern Area) met to make ten tied fleece 
blankets. It was decided that the local Women's Shelter 
could use these blankets, especially the children who would 
have something warm and soft to cuddle. The Branch was 
also given two crib quilts donated by Liz Hayward whose 
mother belonged to Aughrim WI many years ago. She 
started the quilts and Liz finished them. Members felt that 
this was a good outreach project to the community. Lots 
of conversation and laughs were had during this gathering. 

Pictured (L-R): Janet Loosemore, Jane von der Recke, Vera Brasjen, 
Michelle Loosemore and Peggy Lehrbass. Photo by Nola Tait.

Beamsville WI
Beamsville WI (Lincoln Dis-
trict, Hamilton Area) wel-
comed Shelley Harrison 
from Ronald McDonald 
House Charities Hamil-
ton to speak at a recent 
meeting. She discussed 
the facilities as well as the 
services provided for fami-
lies who have sick children 
staying at McMaster Children’s Hospital. Following Shelley’s 
presentation, a cheque was presented on behalf of Beams-
ville WI to assist with needed expenses. 
Pictured (L-R): Sylvia House (Branch Treasurer), Shelley Harrison and 
Pearl Sweeting.

Erland Lee (Museum) Home Raffle a Success!
Thanks to everyone who bought a ticket for the raffle in 
support of the Erland Lee (Museum) Home. The raffle raised 
approximately $1,700. The draw took place at the Museum’s 
“Carol Sing” on December 13, 2015. The lucky winners were:

1st Prize (Original Painting) – Della Giffen, Sunnidale Corners 
WI. 2nd Prize (Appliqued Quilt & Cushion) – Barbara 
Chynoweth, Norland WI. 3rd Prize (Gift Basket & Table 
Linens) – Sheila Minogue-Calver, Navan WI
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Upcoming Events at the Erland Lee Museum

Finger Crochet Workshop Silk Scarf Snow/Ice Dyeing Workshop

Saturday, February 13, 2016  
10am to noon

Create a lovely multi-strand 
necklace or infinity scarf with 
yarn! Cost is $20. Yarn is supplied, 
you bring the fingers! 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 
10am to noon

Don't miss out on this opportunity to 
learn a unique craft! Cost is $25. Some 
items will be required for you to bring. Be 
prepared to get messy! 

The Carriage House is fully insulated and heated for your comfort during the 
colder months so come out and enjoy the friendly atmosphere and learn 
something new!  As always, coffee/tea and goodies will greet you on arrival!

For more information or to register for a workshop, contact: 
Phone: 905-662-2691  |  Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland

HospitalityHOMES

Ontario Prince 

Edward

Island

M
anitobaNewfoundland

and Labrador

New Brunswick

Quebec
British Columbia

N
ova Scotia Alberta

HAS GONE NATIONAL!
Hospitality Homes are open to all WI Members and their companions for $15 
each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to take 

your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the Hospitality Homes Unity List, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts frequently for updates to this list.

For Your
information

Thank you  
to our Partners
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2016 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern 
Sandy Marshall 

Elizabeth Sutton

Eastern 
Sue Cushing 
Mary Inglis

Southern 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell 

Glenna Smith

      Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario


