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FWIO's Canada 150 project culminated 
with the launch of our new book, 
"Ordinary to Extraordinary: 150 
stories as unique as the women 
who lived them" at the Provincial 
Conference in Pembroke this past June.
The book contains 150 stories written 
by WI Members across Ontario, ranging 
from a single incident to a full life story; 
from ordinary life to tragic events; 
from the horrific to the humorous. 
Some recount the role of the Women’s 
Institute in their lives; their pride of 
accomplishments and community 
support.
Read more about the book launch on 
page 5.
Pictured: Approximately 50 authors gathered 
for a photo at the Provincial Conference.

WHERE’S ADDIE?
Adelaide Hoodless – “Addie” – is hidden 
somewhere inside this issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden! Can you 
find her??
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Looking across the vineyard I see an ocean of lush green. The 
vines are working hard to produce a wonderful harvest in the 
fall. A grapevine, whether it is for a table grape or a grape for 
a fine wine, takes 4 years of careful cultivation before it comes 
into full production. WI is like a vineyard, it takes time and 
planning but worth the effort when the time comes to enjoy 
the harvest! Special thanks to the committees of Eastern 
Area; Eastern Area Society, SOS Society and FWIO Society for 
their careful planning and hard work to make the Provincial 
and ACWW Canada Area Conferences wonderful events.

After many years of planning and, thanks to the Canada 150 
project committee and FWIO Members who submitted their 
stories, the book launch at the Provincial Conference was a 
huge success! Order your copies of “Ordinary to Extraordinary” 
from the Provincial Office. They will make great gifts. I was 
also thrilled to see stories and pictures of the different ways 
that WI’s celebrated our 120th Anniversary and Canada 150! 
Congratulations to the “Women Involved”.

In the Spring issue of the Home & Country, I asked you to 
consider inviting one new person to attend a meeting or 
ROSE Session or to share your issue of the Home & Country 
with a friend or neighbour. I am pleased to say that at the 
ACWW Canada Area Conference, Best Selling Author and 
Human Rights Activist, Sally Armstrong accepted a Honourary 
FWIO Membership and at the FWIC Annual and Board 
meeting following the conferences, ACWW World President, 
Ruth Shanks accepted a Honourary FWIC Membership. 
Congratulations and welcome to our new WI Members. How 
did you do with your invitations?

After years of “cultivation” and planning, FWIO has received 
a grant to continue our Digitizing project. We gratefully 
acknowledge the Government of Canada’s support, through 
Library and Archives Canada’s Documentary Heritage 
Communities Program and the tireless work of Irene Robillard. 
The WI 120 project is still underway – see page 6 for details.

The WI Rose was another successful project to commemorate 
WI’s 120th Anniversary. The rose bushes are sold out. A 
number of WI’s planted rose bushes in their communities to 
be enjoyed by all. Thank you for your support.

In April, Lynn Zizzo, our Bookkeeper retired and Leah Gauthier, 
Office Assistant went on maternity leave. We are pleased to 
announce the arrival of Leah’s daughter in July. We are also 
pleased to welcome Ethel Muth, temporary Office Assistant 
and Judy Opar, Bookkeeper. We were grateful to receive a 
grant from Service Canada for 2 Museum Summer Students 
– meet Marissa Benjamin and Kathryn Stirling on page 8. 
Thanks to Alyssa Gomori, our Curator for the great job that 
she is doing and to the Erland Lee Committee for keeping 
things going.

I want to thank everyone for their invitations to attend various 
Branch, District and Area events. Unfortunately, I was unable 
to attend every event, but do appreciate the invitations. 

I look forward to attending Area Conventions this fall. It is 
that time of year when we need to look to the future and 
think of what we can do for our organization. There will be 
many provincial positions open for election (see page 7 for 
details). Please consider standing for a position or nominating 
someone from your Area who you feel would be a good 
representative. As we have reduced the number of Home & 
Country issues, this will be my last message as your Provincial 
President. It has been an honour and a privilege to serve you, 
the women involved, and FWIO as your representative. I look 
forward to seeing many of you at the AGM in Kingston. Thank 
you to the Kingston Area Committee for their hard work in 
organizing what I expect will be an amazing time.

Many thanks to Kim Sauder, Andrea Morrison, Linda Zelem 
and the Provincial Board for their continued support in 
sometimes difficult situations. It has been an amazing 
journey, of which I am most grateful for the experience, the 
new friends and the memories. 

I would like to leave you with this thought – The WI is much 
like planting a vineyard. We work together to nourish and 
cultivate the roots and watch it grow. Sometimes a little 
pruning needs to be done, but in the end we will harvest 
something special and enduring.

For Home & Country,
Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 
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Where do we begin to say how 
wonderful it was to welcome so many 
Members, companions and friends to 
the Ottawa Valley for Conference 2017. 
Your participation and enthusiasm 
as we came together to celebrate 
WI’s 120th Anniversary and Canada’s 
150th celebration of Confederation 
was contagious and we hope each 
and everyone who attended returned 
home invigorated. 

Who will forget the excitement on 
Tuesday evening as the Canada 150 
project concluded with the Book 
Launch and the eagerness not only 
of the authors but all in attendance 
to obtain their copy of “Ordinary to 
Extraordinary”.

What a pleasure it was to welcome and 
to have presentations from Ruth Shanks, 
AM, President, Associated Country 
Women of the World (ACWW); Sheila 
Needham, President, ACWW Canada 
Area; Linda Hoy, President, Federated 
Women’s Institutes of Canada and 
Nancy Jo Prue, Indiana Extension 
Homemakers Association Exchange 
to Ontario. Also joining us was Jo Ellen 
Almond, President, ACWW USA Area. 

The Committee extends thanks to 
Members who gave presentations 
– Margaret Christenson (Indiana 
Exchange 2016), Irene Robillard 
(navigating the provincial Virtual 
Archives); Arthena Hecker along with 

the President of Collette Canada (the 
FWIO Travel Group); the Provincial Board 
and Coordinators for their information 
and answering questions and for a look 
at some of the achievements over the 
last 120 years.

Who will ever forget the presentation 
by the Master Warrant Officer on her 
experiences on Canadian Bases and on 
overseas deployment! We also heard 
from the Renfrew County Health Unit 
and the Pembroke Detachment of the 
OPP.

Wednesday evening’s entertainment 
was pure Ottawa Valley – the songs, the 
fiddling and the step dancing. 

We thank those who entered the 
competitions and the results are as 
follows:

Card:  
1st - Dianne Nel 
2nd - Evelyn Arthur  
3rd - Patricia LaMarche

Pot Holder: 
1st - Jane Darlow 
2nd - Helen Gunn 
3rd - Evelyn Arthur 

Quilted Tea Cosy: 
1st - Margaret R. Neill 
2nd - Jane Darlow 
3rd - Dana Fleming

Viewers Choice: 
Card - Evelyn Arthur 
Pot Holder - Helen Gunn 

Quilted Tea Cosy - Shirley Slater 

The winner of the Early Bird draw for 
the refund of the Registration Fee was 
Annemarie McDonald, Silver-Wood 
WI, Wellington-Halton District who 
donated her refund to the Provincial 
Digitizing Fund.

The display and sales tables added 
colour, information and a chance to 
purchase, thanks to each of you for your 
contribution to conference.

We also thank the Members who 
introduced and thanked the speakers; 
who looked after the roaming 
microphone; and to those who acted as 
scribes recording the daily activities.

The companions had the opportunity 
to explore the Valley Bio Seed Company, 
Bonnechere Caves, the Whitewater 
Historical Society Museum in Foresters 
Falls, the Whitewater Brewery, the 
RCMP Horse Breeding Farm, Pembroke 
Hydro Museum, the downtown 
Pembroke Murals, and the Canadian 
Airborne Forces Museum and Garrison 
Petawawa.

The Friday tours to Ottawa visited the 
Canadian Museum of Nature, Rideau 
Hall, the RCMP Musical Ride Centre 
and Museum and the Canadian War 
Museum.

Till we meet again,

Conference 2017 Committee 

FWIO Provincial Conference
By Christine Reaburn, Provincial Conference Committee Chair

ACWW Canada Area Conference 
Acclaimed Canadian journalist and human rights activist, Sally Armstrong, was 
keynote speaker at the ACWW Canada Area Conference, held in Pembroke June 
23rd-25th. Sally spoke about the state of women globally and how things are 
actually improving thanks to women being able to better communicate with 
each other and the world. 
Pictured: Sally Armstrong (left) with FWIO President, Margaret Byl (right), holding her book, 
"Ascent of Women". Everyone was pleased to welcome Sally as a new WI Member at the 
Conference. 
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“Ordinary to Extraordinary” Book Launch Takes 
Place at Provincial Conference 
By Irene Robillard, Canada 150 Chair

Your Canada 150 book was officially launched on June 20th, the first 
night of the Provincial Conference. The room was at capacity and 50 
authors helped celebrate by being part of a Canada Day Parade skit. 
Everyone enjoyed finding authors to get them to sign their book. 
It was a great success. Thanks to those who attended, those who 
helped that evening, and to the book committee for their dedication 
and work behind the scenes. 

Although this project was not intended to be a fundraiser, it has 
become one. The advance orders covered all expenses for the book creation and printing. Therefore, all profits from 
further sales will go to the WI. Please continue to sell the book at fairs and other events and to friends and neighbours. 
The price is now $25 + $1.25 tax. 

Besides books at the Provincial Office, there are some Members across the province with books available. This will save 
you on mailing costs. Contact the Provincial Office or your Board Director, if interested. Online purchases are now open. 
E-books should be available by the autumn.

Thank you for your support and enthusiasm over the last few years. Thanks to those who sent their story – 350 in all. I wish 
all could have been included.

Pictured: Irene 
Robillard cuts a 
special cake in 
honour of the book 
launch.

Hello to all WI 
Members from 
Ontario. It was 
wonderful to meet 
some of you at 
the conferences 
in Pembroke in 
June and if these 

women are examples of you all, then 
you have a wonderful organization.  It 
was great to be able to talk with you 
whilst we were waiting in queues for 
meals, walking back to our rooms or 
whenever there was a chance to “talk”.

The conferences were very well 
organized and I congratulate the 
various ladies who were part of the 
committees, especially Christine 
Reaburn, Barbara Weese, Debbie Bauer 
and my chauffeur and home hostess, 

Margaret Byl. With Members from 
across the country, it was encouraging 
to witness the support for the work 
of the Associated Country Women 
of the World and I thank you for your 
enthusiasm. 

Congratulations to Sheila Needham 
for overseeing the ACWW Canada 
Area Conference and for the work she 
does in Canada. Sheila brings a breath 
of fresh air to our Board meetings in 
London.

Thank you also to SOS who are avid 
supporters and who do a great job in 
spreading the news of ACWW.

I have also just completed reading the 
wonderful book that was launched at 
the Provincial Conference, “Ordinary to 
Extraordinary”.  I read a few stories each 

night before going to sleep and found 
the stories very inspiring and certainly 
opened my eyes to the lives of migrant 
women in Canada in the 1900’s.

Another interesting part of my trip 
was being able to visit both the Erland 
Lee Museum and the Adelaide Hunter 
Hoodless Homestead.  To be able to 
see the beginnings of the WI in Canada 
was awe inspiring and to be able to 
sit and read the first minutes of the 
WI was a “moment in time” I will not 
forget easily.

Thank you for making me feel so 
welcome and I hope that sometime in 
the future I might have the opportunity 
to return to Canada. 

Best wishes to you all,
Ruth Shanks

A Message from the ACWW World President
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We received funding to continue digitizing! Library and 
Archives Canada, through their Documentary Heritage 
Communities Program, is providing $100,000 per year 
for three years to help us digitize more Tweedsmuir 
collections and other record books and add them to our 
Virtual Archives. This is about 85,000 pages per year. While 
the original documents will remain locally, WI Members 
and researchers everywhere will be able to access these 
historical documents.

The books being digitized will be picked up by the 
digitizing company in selected pickup centres. Books in 
need of repair will be taken to a company to provide new 
covers or repair pages. The documents will be added to 
our Virtual Archives and a digitized copy will be returned 
with the books. 

The strategy is to drive along a loop each year to a different 
part of the province. The northeast is the target for this 
year, with pickups along the way. In 2018, the target will be 
the southwest. If you are interested in having your books 
digitized, please contact Alyssa Gomori (digital@fwio.on.ca), 
and we will add your name to the list. 

Are your Tweedsmuirs or record books already digitized 
but not on the internet? If so, please send a copy to Alyssa 
at the Provincial Office address. Most, if not all, can be put 
in the Virtual Archives without needing to be digitized 
again. 

Are you prepared for digitizing?

1) Do you know the location of your Tweedsmuirs 
and record books?

2) Is the Branch name on each book?

3) Does each minute book or Tweedsmuir have a 
volume number or date?

4) Can more names and dates be added to 
photographs?

5) Do you know which books are in need of repair?

6) Do you want to get a head start on privacy 
reviews? If so, contact Alyssa.

Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net) 
or phone (613-432-6987).

Digitizing Underway! 

By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard
An overview of the contributions was given at 
the Provincial Conference in June. There were 65 
contributions at that time. Congratulations to Reid’s 
Corners WI (Bruce County District) for being the top 
Branch, having submitted 4 items. The top District is 
Renfrew South (Eastern Area) with 14 items contributed.

Besides the expected halls, benches and plaques, 
there was a wide variety of others items, including 
gardens, trees, cairns remembering pioneers and their 
communities, support to hospitals and community 
health and road safety improvements. They really reflect 
our community involvement – women involved!

Please continue to contribute. As part of the digitizing 
funding, we have a target of 200 additions each year. 
We will also be creating a permanent virtual exhibit this 
year in celebration of the 120th Anniversary of the WI 
movement. 

There are many items still to document – our museums 
and many more plaques and special spots. Are you 
doing something special in your community to celebrate 
either our 120th Anniversary or Canada’s 150th? If so, 
take a photo and submit it. For example, Glasgow WI 
(Renfrew South District, Eastern Area) erected a Peace 
Pole at a local park (see photo). 

To view what has been submitted, go to collections.
fwio.on.ca and use ‘Advanced Search’ on the left hand 
side, scroll down and choose ‘Was Contributed?’ near 
the bottom of the search criteria. Or click on "What’s 
New" on the left hand 
side of the page and 
this will show most. 
To contribute, click on 
"Share Your Story" on 
the left hand side of 
the page and follow 
the instructions. 
If you need help, 
contact Alyssa at 
the Provincial Office 
(digital@fwio.on.ca).

Let’s capture our 
community involve-
ment for the world 
to see!

WI 120 – Project Documenting our Halls, 
Monuments and Community Involvement 
Continues
By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard
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Kingston Area is proud to invite 
you to the city for the 2017 FWIO 
Annual General Meeting! There 
are many surprises planned for 
your enjoyment!

The deadline to register with the 
Provincial Office for the AGM is Wednesday, November 8, 2017. The registration form can be obtained from the FWIO 
website, recent E-Blasts or in the insert sent to Branch Secretaries with this mailing. 

Please note that the Ambassador Hotel will be reserving a block of rooms for FWIO until Friday, October 27, 2017 at 12 
noon for those wishing to stay overnight. Please read the registration form carefully for full details. FWIO Provincial 
Officers (which includes Board, Coordinators, Officers and Area Voting Delegates) do not need to book a room or 
submit a registration form. If you have any questions, please contact the Provincial Office at 905-662-2691. 

Get Involved! Open Provincial Positions 
A reminder that the following Provincial Positions will be open at the next AGM and, in accordance with Area by-
laws, nominations can be made at Area Conventions this fall. For more information on the following positions, please 
contact the Provincial Office or visit the FWIO website. 

Mark your  
calendars!

Board Meeting  
November 28 & 29, 2017

Annual General Meeting 
November 30 &  
December 1, 2017  
in Kingston

Erland Lee Award of Appreciation 
– Nominations due to FWIO by 
January 31, 2018

FWIC Triennial Convention – July 
9-14, 2018 in Winnipeg, Manitoba

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 
Canadian Woman of the Year 
Award – Nominations due to FWIC by 
January 15, 2018

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 
– Apply to Ministry of Citizenship and 
Immigration by January 25, 2018

Don’t Miss the 
Annual General Meeting!
Thursday, November 30, 2017  
Workshops: Friday, December 1, 2017 
Location: The Ambassador Hotel,  
1550 Princess Street, 
Kingston, ON

• President-Elect

• Eastern Regional Board Director (Eastern Area)

• Northern Regional Board Director (Northern, 
North Central & Cochrane-Temiskaming Areas)

• Southern Regional Board Director (Hamilton 
Area) 

• Advocacy Coordinator

• Digitizing Coordinator 

• Grants & Fundraising Coordinator 

• International Officer 

• Membership Coordinator 

• Tweedsmuir Coordinator 
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Museum 
Happenings

The Erland Lee (Museum) Home was fortunate to once again receive funding 
from Service Canada. This year we were lucky to have two wonderful summer 
students join us for seven weeks, from late June to mid-August.

Kathryn Stirling is currently a student in her third year at Acadia University in 
Nova Scotia pursuing a BSc in psychology and biology. As Kathryn said, “I have 
a deep interest in Canadian history, especially historical garments and I am so 
excited to be part of a team that contributes to furthering the preservation 
and presentation of the important parts of our past."

For Marissa Benjamin, this was her second summer working at the Museum and 
she was very excited to be back. She is entering her fourth and final year of honours anthropology at McMaster University 
and hopes to go on to get her Masters in museum studies with the goal of becoming a museum curator one day. She loves 
giving tours of the Museum and getting to learn something new from the people she interacts with. Marissa hopes to 
continue coming to the Museum as a volunteer, which she has done in the past.

Thank you Kathryn and Marissa for a great summer!

Pictured (L-R): Kathryn Stirling  
and Marissa Benjamin.

The first gathering to form the Crumlin 
WI (currently Middlesex District, 
Southern Area) was held at Young’s 
Hotel on the northeast corner of 
Dundas Street and Crumlin Road in 
1924, near London, Ontario. This hotel 
is long gone, but the Crumlin WI is still 
going and active in its community.

The Branch has been described as “a 
beacon of light” for its community 
and, as you can imagine, its Members 
have achieved quite a bit over the last 
93 years. They have shown support 
for their community on numerous 
occasions, including donations to 
Women’s Community House in London 
and assistance to families whose homes 
have been destroyed by fire.

Crumlin WI Members have also shown 
us their talents over the years, includ-
ing winning the Ontario Agricultural 
Museum Organization’s Quilt Fest in 

1994. This competition re-
quested that WI Branches 
submit wall hangings fea-
turing the Home & Country 
emblem and a message for 
the new FWIO Provincial 
Office, opening in Guelph 
that same year. The quilt 
found a special place in the 
office and often became a 
topic of conversation with 
visitors.

But what makes a Branch so 
very special is its Members, 
and the Crumlin WI has been known to 
be a very welcoming group. They also 
do whatever they can to ensure that 
no one is left out. Last year, they were 
thrilled to have the opportunity to cel-
ebrate a Member’s 100th birthday, and 
because it had become difficult for her 
to attend WI events, the Branch asked 
if they could hold meetings at a church 

right next door to her residence. It 
worked out wonderfully and they were 
happy to make this little adjustment. 

Today the Crumlin WI has approximately 
14 Members and we congratulate each 
and every one of them on their many 
and continuing accomplishments! 

Crumlin WI Continues to Shine Bright

Pictured at the Branch’s 90th Anniversary in 2014, seated 
(L-R): Agnes Worthy, Helen Marsh and Beth Wills. Middle 
row: Marion Woods, Donna Roulston, Laureen McFarland, 
Joyce Scott, Dora Gover, June Urquhart, Helen White and 
Betty Byers. Back row: Nancy Urquhart, Sheila Duffin, 
Sheila Greason, Ann Vandenbosch, Barb Hope, Ruth 
Loreto and Marlyn Brady.
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Don’t forget to like us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/ErlandLeeMuseumHome 



The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $602,000 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 – John Holmes

“There is no exercise better  
for the heart than 
reaching down and 
lifting people up. ”

WI Members Participate in 
“Moments That Matter” Event 
in Belwood 
A few months ago, Joy Trimble (FWIO 
Past President, 2007-2009) was asked to 
be involved in an event called “Moments 
That Matter: events that helped shape 
our history”, taking place at Maple Park 
in Belwood on June 28, 2017. Joy thought 
this would be a great opportunity to 
promote WI, so she reached out to fellow 
WI Member, Cindi Rabstein, who lives in 
the area. 

While at the Provincial Conference, 
the two took some time to brainstorm 
different ideas. Cindi already had a 
display about ACWW and Joy decided 
to create one with the heading, “What 
is WI?” She used information shared by 
Public Relations Officer, Mary Shortt in the E-Blast. Joy and Cindi stood with their 
displays and offered to talk to anyone who approached them. 

The event was a countdown to Canada Day 2017 and the ladies made sure to 
promote our new book for Canada 150, “Ordinary to Extraordinary”. Well done!

Women’s Institutes of Durham Region Host Alumni Tea
Durham Region’s heritage was 
celebrated on May 10, 2017 with an 
Alumni Tea at the Scugog Community 
Centre in Port Perry. The event was 
hosted by the Bethesda-Reach WI, 
Maple Grove WI, Shirley WI and 
Providence Shaws WI as well as Durham 
Farm Connections. FWIO President, 
Margaret Byl was in attendance to help 
mark the special occasion, which also 
celebrated the WI’s 120th Anniversary 
and Canada 150.

Pictured (L-R): FWIO President Margaret Byl, Joyce Kelly, Mary Ann Found and Joanne 
Lambert.

Grand Valley Lions 
Rededicate Park to 
Hereward WI 
On June 30, 2017, the Grand 
Valley Lions held a ceremony to 
rededicate the Grand Valley Park 
to the Hereward Women's Institute. 
The Hereward WI disbanded in 
recent years, however, 50 years ago 
its Members were instrumental in 
creating the park and the Grand 
Valley Lions wished to recognize 
their contributions in honour of 
Canada 150. 

A new plaque was unveiled which 
reads, “Hereward Women’s Institute 
Park dedicated to the Town of Grand 
Valley August 7, 1967”. This new plaque 
will be placed on the monument 
above the original plaque.

Two former Members and two 
daughters of deceased Members 
were present for the ceremony, as 
well as FWIO representatives and 
various dignitaries. Several pictures 
were taken which will go into the 
Dufferin-Peel District Tweedsmuir 
History Book.

Pictured: Cindi Rabstein  
with her ACWW display.

Pictured: Joy Trimble with  
her “What is WI?” display.

Pictured (L-R): Joy Trimble (FWIO Past 
President), Linda Zelem (FWIO President-
Elect), Sandra Crane, Marion Taylor, 
Mary Spruyt and Elaine Bilton.
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Purple Grove WI
On October 4, 2016, Purple Grove 
WI (Bruce County District, Grey-
Bruce Area) held a ROSE Session 
with speaker Jackie Doummar 
from South West Community 
Health Care Access Centre. It was 
a very successful event with a lot of important information shared on 
looking after ourselves and questions to ask when at various medical 
appointments. Twelve Members and 15 guests attended. 

North Emily WI
North Emily WI (Victoria West District, 
Central Area) is privileged to have several 
young Members, and one of them suggested 
a program that is quite popular with young 
women today. She talked about a 'Paint 
Night' where an artist comes and gives 
hands-on, step by step instructions to 
painting a pre-selected scene. And so, on 
February 15, 2017, 49 women (19 Members 
and 30 guests) joined together to explore 
their artistic talents in an atmosphere of fun 
and laughter. Afterwards, they enjoyed light 
refreshments and an opportunity to meet 
new people and make them aware of WI. It 
was a huge success and the Branch hopes it 
may inspire some of those ladies to join them 
in the future.

 

Howick WI
The Howick WI (Huron Perth District, Guelph 
Area) hosted a ROSE Session on May 11, 
2017 in the Gorrie Hall and chose a topic 
that is growing in popularity. The evening 
was entitled, “Painted by Me!” and painting 
instructor, Norma Bald, led the ladies in 
painting a winter scene on a board. 

 

Chapman WI
At a recent meeting, the ladies of Chapman 
WI (Hastings District, Trent Valley Area) made 
coloured tea lights. After a short business 
meeting the ladies collected flower, butterfly, 
and coloured napkins, cut and pasted 
them onto glass holders and added battery 
operated lights. It was their "something 
different" day.

Pictured Above: 
Forty-nine 
women enjoyed 
an evening of fun 
and creativity,  
courtesy of the 
North Emily WI.

Pictured Above: The artists show 
off their finished works of art at 
Howick WI’s ROSE Session.
Pictured Left : Members of 
Chapman WI keep busy on their 
colourful projects.

Pictured (L-R): Speaker Jackie 
Doummar and visitor Margaret Lane. 
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Bethel-Zion WI
Roseanne Ballast from Stonepath Greenhouses and 
Landscaping was the guest for an evening hosted by 
the Bethel-Zion WI (Hastings District, Trent Valley Area). 
Roseanne demonstrated how to make a holiday centrepiece, 
an outdoor wreath and an outdoor arrangement. She 
combined greenery and other items to make beautiful 
displays. Roseanne generously donated all of the displays 
to be used as door prizes for the evening. Delicious desserts 
were prepared by Members and enjoyed by all. A highlight 
of the evening was the presentation of a Life Membership 
to Member, Sandra Johnston. 

Pictured (L-R) standing: Laura Rogers, Phyllis Lott, Mary Minigan, 
Linda Huizinga, Susan McConnell and Bianca Brown. Seated: Jean 
Sills, Sandra Johnston and Lois Ray.

 

Silver-Wood WI
Silver-Wood WI (Wel-
lington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) had a great 
May meeting! Their guest 
speaker was Mary Ann 
Matthews, owner of  
www.handwriting.ca. Mary 
Ann is a Certified Grapho-
analyst and a Certified 
Cursive Writing Coach. 
She gave some interest-
ing and enlightening in-
formation about participants and the character traits that 
could be discovered in their handwriting. To learn more 
about what Silver-Wood WI is up to, check out their website:  
www.silver-woodwomensinstitute.yolasite.com 

Echo Bay WI
“Back to the 60’s” was the theme of the April 2017 meeting 
of the Echo Bay WI (Algoma North Shore District, North 
Central Area). Members gave hula hoop demos and showed 
how to use an Etch-a-Sketch. They were encouraged to 
dress in clothing from the 1960’s and the most innovative 
may have been the great-grandmother (Eunice King) who 
came “pregnant”, saying that this was her attire for most 
of that decade! Reminiscing was fun for all. The Branch’s 
youngest Member, Jo-Ann King, also presented oldest 
Member, 87-year-old Leone Orr, with a beautiful carnation. 
Echo Bay WI formed in 1960 and usually maintains between 
15-18 Members. There is a great camaraderie in this group, 
with women of all ages.

Lorne Sutherland WI
The second annual May 
Dickson Memorial 4-H 
Life Skills Award was 
presented to Sarah Dean 
(right) by Lynda Dickson 
(left), daughter of Lorne 
Sutherland Life Member 
May Dickson on November 
26, 2016 at the Kinburn 
Community Centre. The 
award is sponsored by 
Lorne Sutherland WI 
(Carleton District, Eastern 
Area) and is awarded to a 
4-H Life Skills Member for 
his/her mastery of life skills, 
demonstration of responsibility, leadership development, 
planning and decision making, sense of purpose, positive 
values and participation in 4-H classes at local fairs.

Pictured (L-R): Shirley Thaiss  
and Mary Ann Matthews.

Pictured (L-R): Jo-Ann King 
and Leone Orr.

Pictured (L-R): Lynda Dickson and Sarah Dean.
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Wellington-Halton District WI
Congratulations to Wellington-Halton District WI (Guelph 
Area) on the publication of its book, "The Life of the Hall: 
Mountview Women's Institute Hall". The District decided to 
publish this book as its Canada 150 project as they, along 
with the other two Districts in Guelph Area, currently 
maintain and support the Mountview Women’s Institute 
Hall at Country Heritage Park in Milton, Ontario.

Since the time the Hall was built in 1838 in Hammondville 
(later Sheridan), it has had many identities and has served a 
variety of purposes, even after being moved in 1976 to the 
museum site in Milton.

The book details the history 
of the Hall, as well as the 
museum site, and explains 
how the Federated Women’s 
Institutes of Ontario became 
involved and how Guelph Area 
later assumed responsibility 
for it. Special events that have 
occurred over the years, the 
reminiscences of volunteers, 
and many photos are also 
included.

The cost of the wire-bound paperback book is $12 (tax includ-
ed) plus postage. Copies may be purchased from Annemarie 
McDonald: 905-873-2519 or annemarie4@cogeco.ca.
Pictured: Annemarie McDonald signs copies of the District’s new 
book at the launch on May 16, 2017.

Thornton WI
On May 17, 2017, Thornton WI (Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt 
District, Simcoe Area) invited family and neighbours to help 
celebrate Canada’s 150th by releasing 18 Painted Lady But-
terflies. Ann McClure, 1st Vice President, addressed the at-
tendees, explaining the 
FWIO resolution put for-
ward in April 2014 which 
expressed concern for the 
environment of releasing 
balloons for Canada’s 150 
celebrations and the sug-
gestion to release bees, 
butterflies, bats or birds 
instead.
Pictured: Leona Darlington, 
WI Member giving a butterfly 
to Liam Selby, grandson of 
Camilla Selby, WI Member.

Pictured (L-R): Penny Fenwick, Elaine Catto, Anne 
Woods, Scott Lovell, Linda Tottenham, Cathy Snider 
and Louise Armstrong. 

North Grey WI
In January 2013, Ruth Lovell-Stanners spoke about the need for a 
Residential Hospice for Grey Bruce at a Branch meeting of the North Grey 
WI (Grey County District, Grey-Bruce Area) and received a $500 donation 
to pursue this project. When the Branch was looking for a project to 
celebrate Canada 150, they were so inspired that they chose to raise funds 
for Chapman House. For the past three years, dessert and card parties, 
small catering events, and other activities have been the avenue for the 
North Grey WI to raise the much needed funds and the culmination was 
on March 9, 2017 when the Branch presented $5,000 to Scott Lovell of the 
Grey Bruce Residential Hospice.

The current twenty-two Members of North Grey WI are from Clarksburg, 
the Municipalities of Georgian Bluffs and Meaford, Owen Sound, Wiarton 
and surrounding area.

It has been an exciting year celebrating Canada 150 and the 120th Anniversary of the 
Women’s Institute! Here’s a look at how some WI’s chose to mark these special occasions!

Let’s Celebrate! 
C ANADA 150 & WI 120
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Avening WI
In celebration of three anniversaries, Avening WI (Simcoe 
Centre-West District, Simcoe Area) hoist a Canada flag on 
the newly installed flagpole at Avening Hall, the hub of the 
community and the WI. This year marks, not only Canada 
150 and WI 120, but also the 110th Anniversary of the 
Avening WI. Congratulations!

Pictured: Avening WI Members raise the flag outside the Avening 
Hall. Photo courtesy of The Creemore Echo.

Virgil WI
The ladies of Virgil WI (Lincoln District, Hamilton Area) 
planted their WI rose bushes at the Upper Canada Lodge 
and in the Memorial Park garden at the corner of Nassau 
and Wilson Streets in Niagara on the Lake. The Memorial 
Park is cared for by the Niagara on the Lake Horticultural 
Society. To celebrate the WI’s 120th Anniversary and as part 
of the Canada 150 celebrations, Virgil WI is donating 4 rose 
bushes, 2 to Upper Canada Lodge and 2 to the Niagara on 
the Lake Horticultural Society. It is their hope that the roses 
will bring joy to the residents of the Upper Canada Lodge 
and to the residents of Niagara on the Lake as they visit the 
gardens. They are also in memory of some of the Members 
of the Virgil WI who have been residents at the Lodge and 
also members of the Niagara on the Lake Horticultural 
Society. Congratulations to Virgil WI on celebrating its 101st 
Anniversary in 2017!

Hawkestone WI
Congratulations to the Hawkestone WI (Simcoe South-
Kempenfeldt District) on their first place float in the 
Hawkestone Parade on Canada Day! Eight Members 
participated on the float which depicted the last 150 years.
Pictured Above: The Members of Hawkestone WI had their Canadian 
pride on full display for Canada 150!

Southern Area WI
“Let’s celebrate Canada 150 and the WI’s 120th Anniversary 
with an old fashioned picnic in the park” was an idea de-
veloped into a successful event hosted by executive of the 
Southern Area WI. Coolers packed with delicious salads and 
desserts arrived at Upper Queen’s Park in Stratford on July 
15th for a potluck lunch followed by old fashioned games, 
like those enjoyed at church and school picnics years ago. 
Fifty-eight Branch Members from the seven Districts, their 
spouses, children and grandchildren enjoyed the day of fel-
lowship under sunny skies. 
Pictured Below: Our future for Canada and the WI had the privilege of 
cutting the birthday cake – Elise Matheson (Thamesford), Joey Crowder 
(Courtland), Beckett Wysman (Chatham), Hana Dudek (London), Maren 
Dudek (London) and Alex Crowder (Courtland). Joining the children was 
Southern Area WI President, Michelle Loosemore from Chatham.

Pictured (L-R): Deborah (staff at Upper Canada Lodge), Sheila 
Muir (Secretary, Virgil WI), Margaret Byl, (FWIO President) and 
Lena Byl (President, Virgil WI).
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Trent Valley Area WI
On May 23, 2017, the Trent Valley Area WI held a tea party at 
the Farmtown Museum's Heritage Village in Stirling, Ontario 
to celebrate the Women’s Institute’s 120th Anniversary!

There were over 45 guests in attendance, from Peterborough 
to Picton. One of the museum members gave a "Reader’s 
Digest" version of a tour of the very interesting museum 
after which everyone enjoyed refreshments, topped off 
with a 120th Anniversary cake made and decorated by 
Prince Edward District's Nancy Wood.

A very lovely after-
noon was had by 
all who attended, 
and the tulips that 
a group of WI area 
Members planted in 
the fall of 2016 were 
in full bloom for all to 
enjoy!
Pictured: Nancy Wood 
with her beautiful 120th 
Anniversary cake.

Cherry Valley WI
To celebrate the 120th Anniversary of the Women's Institute, 
the Cherry Valley WI (Prince Edward District, Trent Valley 
Area) decided to bake 30 dozen cookies and deliver them to 
each of the First Responders in their area. They gave 10 dozen 
to the police, 10 dozen to the firefighters and 10 dozen to the 
paramedics. They also made a $120 donation to the Prince 
Edward County Memorial Hospital Foundation. All were 
hand delivered to the responders by Members of the Branch. 
Cherry Valley WI just wanted to let the responders know 
how much they ap-
preciate them always 
being there in time 
of need. Included 
with the cookies was 
a letter giving a little 
history of the WI and 
an explanation of 
what impact the local 
Branches have had on 
the community.
Pictured: Cherry Valley 
WI Members delivering 
their goodies to local 
first responders.

Dublin WI
On June 21, 2017, Dublin WI (Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) hosted a ROSE Session with guest speaker 
Laura Lane. Laura is a published children's book author, 
poet, artist, speaker, coach and gallery owner. She is also an 
expert on finding peace and divine perspective, especially 
during the most difficult life circumstances. 

Pictured: Dublin WI Members also took the opportunity to celebrate 
Canada 150 at their June ROSE Session!

Penage Road WI
In honour of the dual celebration of Canada 150 and WI 120, 
the Penage Road WI (Sudbury District, North Central Area) 
decided to pull out all the stops for their annual sellout 
fundraiser, their Friendship Morning, held in March. They 
thought it would be interesting to have a fashion show that 
highlighted the clothes that their predecessors may have 
worn to WI meetings, to the workplace and to celebrations 
throughout the past 120 years. 

The show was possible first and foremost because 
Members put self-consciousness aside and willingly braved 
the crowd, the many quick changes – and the winter 
weather! But the biggest thanks of all goes to Lauren 
Markovich, owner of “The Vintage Domain” who made the 
dual birthday celebrations silly, special and memorable. 
Lauren generously loaned the Branch hundreds of outfits 
and thousands of dollars’ worth of vintage gems and 
memorabilia. They enjoyed marking big years for Canada 
and WI in their own Friendship Morning way.
Pictured: Several decades’ worth of fashion was on display thanks to 
these beautiful Penage Road WI models!
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I was recently at the FWIO and ACWW Conferences in 
Pembroke. While at the display table for FWIO, I was 
surprised how many Members didn’t realize we had pins for 
years of membership.

Demonstrating your appreciation for and recognizing 
Members contributions to your Branch is important on so 
many levels. First and foremost, we all want Members to 
enjoy their experience and feel their efforts are appreciated. 
At the same time, saying thanks and formally recognizing 
Members is important to keep these individuals motivated 
and happy so they’ll keep coming back. In addition, your 
Members are ambassadors – representing your Branch 
and the WI during programs, at events, etc. – and their 
experience will directly impact the way in which they 
represent or personify your Branch and its mission.

The selfless commitment and efforts of these Members 
should be acknowledged and recognized on a regular basis 
each year.

Keeping track of the years of service is a great beginning. 
There are also Past President pins with enough space to 
engrave the year(s) of serving as President, which is a really 
nice touch.

It is important to both appreciate and recognize. 
Appreciation expresses “Thank you” for time and effort. 
Recognition shows that we are mindful of and value the 
unique contribution made by a Member. 

Recognition Best Practices
• Make it a priority. Recognizing the work of Members 

is crucial for any organization that wants to retain its 
membership and attract new ones. Designate someone in 
your Branch to be responsible for ensuring that ongoing 
recognition of Members takes place.

• Do it often. Recognition of Members should happen on a 
year-round, frequent and informal basis. Begin by saying 
“thank you” often!

• Do it in different ways. Vary your recognition efforts, 
from the informal thank you and spontaneous treats to 
more formal events.

• Be sincere. Make each occasion to recognize Members 
meaningful and an opportunity to reflect on the value 
they bring to your Branch.

• Recognize the person, not the work. It’s best to 
phrase recognition to emphasize the contribution of the 
individual and not the end result. “You did a great job!” as 
opposed to “This is a great job!”

• Make it appropriate to the achievement. For example, 
a paper certificate accompanied by a private thank you 
may be appropriate for a few months of service but a 
public dinner and engraved plaque may better suit a 
long-term Member or achievement.

• Be consistent. Make sure that whatever standards of 
recognition you establish can be consistently maintained 
by your Branch in years to come. Holding a volunteer 
recognition dinner one year sets up expectations for the 
future.

• Be timely. Try to arrange recognition soon after an 
achievement has been reached—delaying until weeks or 
months later diminishes the value of your gratitude.

• Customize it. Getting to know your Members and their 
interests will help you learn how best to recognize each 
individual and make her feel special.

The Supply Order Form is with your Secretary and can 
also be accessed on www.fwio.on.ca. We can also help 
you create certificates or have your local printer or trophy 
company assist you. 

Mary Shortt can be reached by phone at 613-475-4045 or by 
email at publicrelations@fwio.on.ca. 

By Public Relations Officer,  
Mary Shortt
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I attended both the Federated Women’s Institutes of 
Ontario Conference and the Associated Country Women 
of the World Canada Area Conference June 20th-25th 
in Pembroke. The book “Ordinary to Extraordinary” was 
launched, which included 150 stories from FWIO Members.

At the ACWW Canada Area Conference, a final report was 
given on Project #1005 on South Africa - water harvesting 
for completion of the Yenzanathi Community Garden 
project. In August 2016, a pledge of $2,000 was made to this 
project. Two projects were now chosen: Project #1015 “Art 
Therapy” in Romania with a pledge of $2,000 and Project 
#1022 “Fertilize Your Future” in Guatemala with a pledge of 
$6,000. These are the Canada Area Projects to support in 
2017-2019.

Pennies for Friendship is an enabling fund which allows 
ACWW to print booklets, for office administration and bring 
Board members to Board meetings. Resolutions that were 
carried at the World Conference in 2016 will be included 
in ACWW’s next issue of "The Countrywoman" magazine 
together with information on how to act on them.

Friendship Links is a new ACWW scheme for Pen Friends. 
The Friendship Links program is intended to bring together 
Members and societies through letters, emails and social 
media. The Friendship Links application is on the ACWW 
website. The Members password to the ACWW website 
is acww 2016 portal. Judith Parks is the contact person 
for Members to get Pen Friends. Her email address is 
judithanne@eastlink.ca.

Two days to celebrate this fall are International Day of Rural 
Women on October 15th and United Nations Day on October 
24th. The UN established October 15th in recognition of 
the critical role and contribution of rural women. The UN 
declared October 24th as a day to recognize the aims and 
achievements of the UN.

Thank you to Members for sending in their International 
Officer’s Reports to me.

Elsie Stephenson can be reached at 705-866-2435  
or ertoivo@persona.ca.

By International Officer,  
Elsie Stephenson

Advertising in the Home & Country ROSE 
Garden
To help cover costs associated with the production of 
the FWIO newsletter, we are now making advertising 
space available. To purchase a full-colour advertisement, 
please obtain an order form from the FWIO website at  
www.fwio.on.ca/fwio-newsletter and return with payment 
to the Provincial Office. We are currently accepting business 
card sized ads (dimensions: 3.375 w x 1.875 h, inches) in 
JPEG or PDF format. Price: $100 + HST

Advertisements must be submitted electronically to 
andream@fwio.on.ca 

16 



Prince Edward District WI
The Prince Edward District WI (Trent Valley Area) held a special 
"Tea" to commemorate the WI's 120th Anniversary. At this 
celebration, Members made a presentation of $15,500 to various 
community organizations from funds raised at their annual Art 
& Craft sales. "Celebrating 120 years is quite an achievement," 
said Mary Ellen Closson, District President. "We are still working 
for the same things the first Women’s Institutes did - for our 
homes, our families and our country."

Attending the party were many WI Members, the Mayor, council 
members, a provincial representative and representatives from each organization receiving a donation. Along with 
cheques for the recipients, tea, coffee and lots of tasty treats were served.

Organizations receiving donations included Quinte Accessible Transportation, Prince Edward County 4-H, Prince Edward 
County Splash Pad, Reaching for Rainbows, Recreation Outreach Centre, Prince Edward Minor Hockey Association, Prince 
Edward County Museums Jake deVries Collection, Quinte Dolphins Swim Team, Prince Edward Point Bird Observatory, 6 
Prince Edward County Libraries and 851 Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron.

The District has been active in the County since 1908. This year marks the 34th Annual Art & Craft Sale, held August 3rd at 
the Picton Fairgrounds.

Gillies Hill WI
On the road again! 
Well, make that the 
roadside, as a group 
of Members of the 
Gillies Hill WI (Bruce 
County District, 
Grey-Bruce Area), 
along with some of their spouses, marked their 20th year 
of roadside cleanup. 

With lots of enthusiasm, many hands and feet made light 
work together on their designated section of adopted road 
for the annual roadside cleanup. 

A time of fellowship and welcomed reward was enjoyed 
by the group as they gathered after at the home of 
Member Marie Wilkins and her husband for homemade 
refreshments provided by Members Lois Weatherall, Ruth 
Davey and Margaret McDonald.  
Pictured (L-R): Roger Bell, Linda Keith, Russell Halliday (at the back), 
Joan Bell, Wanita Halliday, Sherry Manery, Jim Wagner, Janice 
Hammell and Ron Hammell.

Pictured are Members of Prince Edward District WI who were 
present at the celebration.

Oxford District WI
At the Oxford District Annual (Southern Area) on May 24, 
2017 at OMAFRA Woodstock, a $5,000 donation was given 
to the Children's Group London Health Sciences Centre 
Auxiliary. The money was raised through Oxford District WI’s 
Garden Party for a Cause event held earlier in the month.

Pictured: Linda Hammond, Sheila Greason and Nancy Muir from 
the committee, Marg Ogar and Isabel Wildfong from the Children's 
Group, and Louise Baird from the committee of WI women who 
made this happen. A big thank you to everyone involved!
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WI Members Come Together to Support 
Books, Blankets & Bears Project
Photos have continued to pour in from WI’s across Ontario who 
participated in the Books, Blankets & Bears project in celebration of 
the 120th Anniversary of the Women’s Institute.  Thank you for your 
incredible generosity and support of this project.  Because of your 
kindness, many children and families experiencing a crisis or challenging 
time will know that someone was thinking of them.  Be sure to visit the 
FWIO Facebook Page or browse through the Spring 2017 issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden for additional photos.  

Ashgrove WI
Earlier this year, Members of the Ashgrove WI (Wellington-
Halton District, Guelph Area) delivered two books and teddy 
bears to the Georgetown Fire Department – just as they did 
in 2016!  The department was very appreciative of the gifts.
Pictured: Georgetown firefighters accepting gifts from Ashgrove WI 
Members.

Canfield WI
Canfield WI (Haldimand District, 
Hamilton Area) celebrated the 
120th Anniversary of WI by 
presenting bears and more 
to the Canfield firefighters. 
The Branch also invited the 
Haldimand Press to come and 
take pictures.
Pictured: Canfield WI Members 
delivering their colourful packages.

Coningsby WI
Coningsby WI (Wellington-Halton District, Guelph Area) 
held a celebration Tea to mark the 120th Anniversary of WI. 
They enjoyed cake decorated with yellow and blue icing 
and they lit sparklers on top. The ladies also wore fancy 
hats, toasted the Queen and sang “Happy Birthday”. A fun 
time was had by all and the Branch planned to donate their 
adorable teddy bears at a later date.

Pictured (back row) L-R: Freda Leenders, Tena Deway, Myrtle Reid, 
Lilli Lockhart and Ruth Vibe. Front Row: Faye Hall, Joan McNeil, Cindi 
Rabstein and Mildred Sinclair.
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Virgil WI
Virgil WI (Lincoln District, Hamilton Area) donated books, 
blankets and bears to St. Catharines Hospital, Niagara 
Health Systems to celebrate 120 years of WI and 101 years 
of Virgil WI's Community Service. They wish to express their 
thanks to the wonderful team of doctors and nurses on the 
4th floor!

Pictured: Virgil WI Members deliver several comfort packages for 
children at St. Catharines Hospital, complete with personalized tags 
and WI stickers on the front.

West End WI
Members of the West End WI (Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) donated these lovable teddy bears complete 
with cuddly blankets and Beatrix Potter story books to the 
Women in Crisis Centre in Guelph.
Pictured: West End WI Members hope these teddy bears and books 
will give comfort to children going through a troubling time.

Norfolk District WI
The Norfolk District WI (Hamilton Area) donated 25 beautiful 
packages of books, blankets and bears to the Norfolk 
General Hospital!
Pictured: Norfolk District WI Members delivering their gifts to the 
Norfolk General Hospital.

South Lobo WI
South Lobo WI (Middlesex District, Southern Area) display 
their books, blankets and bears at their meeting and tea 
celebrating WI's 120th Anniversary!
Pictured: The South Lobo WI ladies have their arms full of teddy 
bears and other comfort items for children in their community.
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HospitalityHOMES
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HAS GONE NATIONAL!
Hospitality Homes are open to all WI Members and their companions for $15 
each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to take 

your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the Hospitality Homes Unity List, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts frequently for updates to this list.

Thank you  
to our Partners

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2017 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Linda Zelem

Northern 
Sandy Marshall 

Elizabeth Sutton

Eastern 
Sue Cushing 
Mary Inglis

Southern 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell 

Glenna Smith

      Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario

Upcoming Events at the Erland Lee Museum

A Painting Party - Saturday, September 9, 2017  

Back to Basics: Pastry Making Workshop - Saturday, October 14, 2017

Candlelight Spirit Walk - October 27 & 28, 2017

Kids Halloween Party - Saturday, October 28, 2017

Holiday Ornament Workshop - Saturday, November 18, 2017

Kids Christmas Program - November 26, December 3, 16 & 17

Festive Table Centerpiece Workshop - Saturday, December 9, 2017        

Christmas Carol Sing - Sunday, December 10, 2017

For more information or to register for a workshop, contact:
Phone: 905-662-2691

Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca

Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland

For Your
information


