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Grand Bend WI (Huron South District, 
Southern Area) held their 7th Annual 
Spring Awakening ROSE Session on 
April 23, 2015 at the Grand Bend 
Legion. The day featured a vintage 
wedding dress fashion show, slide 
presentation of Huron County by 
Bonnie Sitter, and scarf tying and make-
up demos. Nancy Revie, a motivational 
speaker from Guelph, entertained 
the ladies with her humorous and 
inspirational talk. Monies raised 
from this event are donated to the 
community and WI projects. There were 
120 ladies present at this event!
Pictured (L-R): Karen Waters and Bette Tufts 
looking fashionable next to some yummy 
cupcakes.
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is hard to believe that summer is over and many of you 
are volunteering at the Fall Fairs throughout the province.  
We’ve had a great spring and summer and look forward to a 
warmer than usual fall season! 

In May, FWIO and the Erland Lee (Museum) Home were 
the recipients of the Stoney Creek Chamber of Commerce 
Achievement Award for Community Service and were 
honoured at a Gala Dinner.

At the FWIC Convention in Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
President Marie Kenny retired and we welcomed a new 
National President, Linda Hoy and President Elect, Joan 
Holthe. Evelyn Peck is the new Executive Officer to FWIC. 
The Plenary Sessions were very informative and Ontario’s 
resolution with concerns for the environment and safety of 
animals during Federal Celebrations (Balloon Resolution) 
was passed.  An emergency resolution was also put forward 
and passed which would request the Minister of Justice 
and the Federal Minister of the Status of Women to support 
the Canadian Network of Women’s Shelters and Transition 
Houses by increasing funding immediately to expand the 
capacity in Canadian women’s shelters

The New Brunswick WI did a fantastic job of arranging meals, 
entertainment and road trips and everyone had a great time 
meeting old friends and making new ones. Willy the Worm 
made an appearance and funds were collected in support 
of FWIC. Donna Henderson drew the winning ticket for the 
beautiful quilt that she had hand-crafted as a fundraiser as 
well. The FWIC Erland Lee Award of Appreciation winners 
were Peter White and Leendert Byl.

At the Erland Lee (Museum) Home, Alyssa Gomori has 
joined the team as Curator and is doing a great job working 
with the Museum Volunteers and developing programming 
for students and coordinating tours. We were fortunate to 
have a Summer Student, Mariel Rutherford to help with 
events at the Museum thanks to a grant from the Canada 
Summer Student Program. We have had a number of WI 
Branches visit and several groups from the UK have made 
arrangements to meet and tour at the Lee.  Please watch for 
details of upcoming events and workshops.

Unfortunately, the Provincial Office and the Museum were 
also the target of vandalism and theft. Approximately 
$10,000 in damage was done. Repairs to the damages are 
nearly completed. 

New sidewalks were poured from the washroom block to 
the Carriage House and from the existing poured sidewalk 
to the Office Entrance, thanks to the generous donation 
of Hollie and Marlene Archer. We would also like to thank 
Regional Board Director, Alana Robinson for her donation 
to purchase 2 defibrillators for the Museum.

Pat Marcotte of Wahnapitae will receive FWIO’s Woman of 
Excellence in Agriculture Award at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair in November. Jess Walther was FWIO’s recipient of 
the Peace Garden Scholarship; Caroline Simons of Belleville, 
winner of the FWIO Provincial Scholarship; and Huma Rana 
from Cambridge is the Helen McKercher Scholarship winner 
for 2015. The Provincial Scholarship topic for 2016 is: After 
researching the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario, how 
could Women’s Institutes help to advocate change for young 
women’s education?

The Restructuring Committee has worked hard for the past 
2 years and has submitted its recommendations to the 
Board.  After lengthy discussions and deliberations by the 
Provincial Board, it was decided to allow the membership to 
review the comments and have a choice in what will happen 
to their organization. A form has been sent to all levels of 
FWIO for discussion and voting at your Area Conventions. 
Members can choose to accept the recommendations 
of the Committee, the Board or a mixture of both. Voting 
Delegates and Regional Board Directors will then be able to 
represent the wishes of the Members in their Areas at a final 
vote which will be held at the AGM on November 26, 2015. 

The Strategic Plan and Policies and Procedures have been 
updated and will be available shortly. Your Provincial Board, 
Coordinators, Officers, Committees and staff continue to do 
a wonderful job for WI. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all at your Area 
Conventions! 

Yours for Home and Country, Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 

It 
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Mark your  
calendars!

When: November 26th & 27th, 2015 
Where: The Casablanca Winery Inn, 4 Windward Drive, Grimsby, Ontario

Thursday, November 26th – Annual General Meeting 
Friday, November 27th – Presentations & Featured Speaker

Detailed information, including the AGM Registration Form, was sent out in E-Blasts in July and August 
and is available on the FWIO website. The deadline to book your overnight accommodations under the FWIO room block 

is October 23rd at 12 noon. The deadline to register with FWIO for the AGM is November 4th.

There will be 2 presentations held on Friday morning, followed by our featured speaker on Friday afternoon.

Don’t Miss the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING!

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Canadian Woman of 
the Year Award 
Apply to FWIC by December 31, 2015

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 
Apply to Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration by 
January 25, 2016

Erland Lee Award  
of Appreciation 
Apply to FWIO by January 31, 2016

Peace Garden Scholarship 
Apply to FWIO by February 1, 2016

Morning:

“Media 101”  
with Donna Henderson & Kate Belair

“Victorian Medicine” with Nancy Macleod

Afternoon:

“Murdoch and Me: 
Dancing through the Years” 

with Maureen Jennings

About Our Featured Speaker

Maureen Jennings has three series in the crime fiction genre. The first is set in 1895 Victorian 
Toronto, featuring detective William Murdoch. The Murdoch Mysteries television series, 
broadcast by CBC is into its ninth season. Maureen has written for the show for the past four years 
and is the creative consultant. 

The second series featuring criminal profiler, Christine Morris, has been purchased by Shaftsbury 
Films for possible future development. 

Her latest series featuring detective, Inspector Tom Tyler, is set in rural England, during WW2. They are Season of Darkness, 
Beware This Boy and No Known Grave. All are published by Random House Canada under the McClelland & Stewart imprint. 
A fourth book is now completed and will be released next year.

These books were the inspiration for Bomb Girls, a television series broadcast by Global Television 
in 2012/2013. They are also produced as audible books. 

Before launching into television, Maureen wrote two mystery plays which were produced by Solar 
Stage. One of them, No Traveller Returns has been remounted two more times. Recently, in 2014, 
another mystery play, Death In A Black Suit was performed by Scarborough Players Guild. 

Maureen Jennings was born in Birmingham, England and emigrated to Canada as a 
teenager. She has a BA in psychology and philosophy and an MA in English Literature. 
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Joan Mansell has been 
a Member of Yarmouth 
Glen WI (Elgin Dis-
trict, Southern Area) 
for 43 years and has 
held executive posi-
tions and coordinated 
annual programs. During her youth, she 
participated in 4-H clubs sponsored by WI 
and achieved County, Provincial, and Ad-
vanced Honours from the Department of 
Agriculture and Food. 

As a WI Member, Joan taught several 4-H 
clubs and WI workshops demonstrating 
domestic skills of cooking, canning, 
gardening, health and environmental 
issues. She continues to volunteer with 
annual WI projects such as the Winter 
Picnic, Cancer Tea, Tweedsmuir History, 
convening and assisting with food events 
and promoting WI at local fairs, Plowing 
Matches and Steam Shows. Joan also 
assists with county projects by setting up 
exhibits in the community. 

Joan is Past President of Elgin County 
District WI and presently Secretary. Elgin 
hosted the 100th Anniversary of London 
Area Women’s Institute Convention 
in October 2014 at Shedden (London 
and Southwestern Areas have since 
amalgamated to form Southern Area). Joan 
is Secretary-Treasurer of historic Kilmartin 
Cemetery (1850) in North Yarmouth which 
has been maintained by Yarmouth Glen WI 
for about 30 years. She is a member of Elgin 
County Museum Advisory Committee 
representing Women’s Institute issues 
and volunteers regularly at the museum 
for special events, setting up exhibits and 
“Doors Open”.

In October 2014, Joan received the Central 
Elgin Volunteer Service Award and, in 
March 2015, she received the Ontario 
Volunteer Service Award along with 4 of 
her fellow Branch Members.

Meet the Members 
Introducing… 
Joan Mansell

Branch Profile 
W E S T  S H O R E  W I 

West Shore WI (Simcoe East District, 
Simcoe Area) was formed in April 1997 
with four WI Members who transferred 
from another Branch and four new 
Members joining the organization. 
Currently, the Branch has four Members 
with a total of 98 membership years in 
the Women’s Institute. 

West Shore WI welcomes Members from 
the city of Orillia and the surrounding 
communities. 

The Branch is pleased to have had three generations of Members from one 
family: Ethel Mallett, her daughter Jeannette and granddaughter Jeanne. 
Dorothy Duncan is the newest Member and she is a food historian and 
author of many books. 

West Shore WI has volunteered with Block Parents, Neighbourhood Watch, 
Community Policing and Pitch-In. They are proud to continue to donate 
money to the Breakfast Club at Cumberland Beach Elementary School in 
memory of their Member, Diane Robinson, who obtained grant money for 
the West Shore WI to start this program.

West Shore WI keeps busy with an Exhibit at the local fall fair, something 
that has been carried on by Members for 17 years. Members also knit and 
donate items to other organizations. 

The main reason for the Branch’s success is the fact that Members have had 
the opportunity to hold offices at the Branch, District, Area and Provincial 
levels of the Women’s Institute. They have attended FWIO and FWIC 
Conferences. These educational experiences have made a strong impact 
on their Members to continue their membership. Overall, the Members 
enjoy belonging to the Women’s Institute and work well together at 
meetings and on WI projects. 

Members of West Shore WI would like others to know that being a small 
Branch does not keep them from hosting an event or organizing a ROSE 
Session and they have also partnered with another Branch to host ROSE 
Sessions. With their hard work, they have held many successful programs 
such as, Dial 911, Seniors and Fire Prevention and From Garden to Table 
celebrating Ontario produce.

The Branch’s dear Member, Ethel Mallett, who passed away in 2013, 
had been a WI Member of several Branches for nearly 50 years. When 
Ethel became a resident of Trillium Manor, the Branch decided to hold 
their monthly meetings at the Manor so Ethel could attend. Ethel was a 
dedicated WI Member, attending meetings well into her nineties, and 
Members were pleased to celebrate her 100th Birthday with her and her 
family at the Manor. 

Special thanks to Branch Secretary, Wilma Carter for telling us about West 
Shore WI!

Pictured: West Shore and Pine 
Grove WI Members working on a 

ROSE Session together.
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The Erland Lee (Museum) Home was the place to be during the summer months!

The rain on June 27th didn’t keep people from stopping by for the annual Strawberry 
Social.  FWIO welcomed author Linda Ambrose who signed copies of her new book, 
“A Great Rural Sisterhood: Madge Robertson Watt and the ACWW”.  

On June 30th, the Museum welcomed back Joyce Holmes (pictured top right) 
who shared tales from the Lancashire Federation of Women’s Institutes in 
the UK.  Three Members of her Branch attended the Queen’s garden party at 
Buckingham Palace in honour of the UK WI’s 100th Anniversary. 

The Museum took “A Step Back in Time” on July 18th with a special summer 
heritage event, sponsored by the City of Hamilton.  It was an opportunity for 
people of all ages to experience life in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. 

The Museum has welcomed many visitors, including Members from the UK.  
Prince Edward District WI Members visited in the spring and even helped with 
some yard work! 

A new workshop series has been planned for the fall months, as well as a 
Psychic Fair and Fall Market Place scheduled in September, a Halloween Kids 
Event on October 24th and the Carol Sing on December 13th.  There is always 
something to see and do at the Lee, so come out to an event or stop by for a 
tour – we would love to see you!

Museum Happenings

International Quilt Donated to FWIO 
Ahead of the 2001 ACWW Triennial Conference in Hamilton, Ontario, Members of 
Thunder Bay District (Northwestern Area) agreed to coordinate an International 
Quilt Competition. The entry deadline was set as March 1, 2000 and 358 blocks 
were received from places like England, Ireland, New Zealand, Finland, Australia, 
South Africa, India, the United States and most provinces across Canada.

The District was fortunate to have the use of a community centre with lots of table 
space and good lighting. Experienced judges from the local Quilters’ Guild came 
with tape measures and worked diligently to pick the winners.

Then the fun began!  It was time to assemble them into quilts. The first quilt consisted of the winning blocks. From there 
they were sorted into groups of patterns and then laid out as a quilt. It was a challenge, as each block was a different 
pattern with many colour variations. The group worked one day a week for 6 weeks to assemble the blocks into quilt tops, 
including some work done at home.  Thanks to the help of other Districts, the quilting was completed by April 2001. In 
total, there were 12 quilts, with the remaining blocks being made into attractive pillows. 

Three of the quilts were raffled off at the Conference, with the remaining 9 sold by auction. WI Member, Irene Maurer, 
from Listowel, Ontario, was delighted to purchase one of the quilts. Soon after, Irene contacted the ladies who created the 
blocks and those who did the quilting. Her quilt was completed by WI Members in Hunta, Ontario and blocks came from 
different parts of the world.

Recently, Irene graciously donated her treasured quilt to FWIO, along with a book containing photos and correspondence 
with those who donated the quilt blocks. The quilt is available to see at the Erland Lee (Museum) Home. Thank you, Irene, 
for your generosity and allowing WI Members to enjoy this special piece of history.

Pictured: Alyssa Gomori, Museum Curator, 
sits in the master bedroom of the Erland 
Lee (Museum) Home with the newly 
donated International Quilt and book.
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $661,290 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

 To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 - Wayne Dyer

Seymour West WI Helps Fight Infection 
Seymour West WI (Northumberland East District, 
Trent Valley Area) recently donated $5,367.50 to 
Campbellford Memorial Hospital (CMH) for the 
purchase of a Nocospray Disinfection System. 
On June 1, 2015, Members of the Branch learned 
more about the new system and how it helps 
fight against acquired infections within the 
hospital. 
With content from Trent Hills Independent.
Pictured: Seymour West WI Members celebrate the purchase of a Nocospray system with 
Joanne Oliver of AMG Medical Inc. (far right) and Catherine Holt, Donor Relations for CMH 
Foundation (front row in green). 

Silver-Wood WI Cleans Up! 
Devereaux House is a restored, circa 1860 Victorian farmhouse in Georgetown, 
the main floor of which is available to rent for meetings and receptions. Due 
to the number of Silver-Wood WI Members, the Branch could not easily be 
accommodated in homes, so for monthly meetings they rented the main floor 
of Devereaux House, which includes the kitchen, dining room and parlour. 
Over time, the Branch developed a partnership agreement with the Friends of 
Devereaux House Board in which they would undertake certain responsibilities in 
lieu of paying rent. This past year, Branch Members have weeded the flowerbeds, 
cleaned and decorated the main floor for the Christmas season, and catered the 
annual Mother’s Day Tea.

Both Silver-Wood WI (Wellington-Halton District, Guelph Area) and The Friends 
of Devereaux House Board are jointly committed to the use and maintenance of 

this heritage building for the 
education and enjoyment of 
the residents of Halton Hills.

Standing (L-R): Mardi White, Gwen 
Blakeley, Donna Thompson, 
Shirley Thaiss, Hazel Armstrong 
and Doris Calder. Kneeling (L-R): 
Eve Martin, Annemarie McDonald 
and Ann Lawlor (Devereaux 
House Manager).

West End WI Celebrates 
100 Years with Tree 
Planting 
The year 2015 marks the 100th 
Anniversary of West End WI (Wel-
lington-Halton District, Guelph 
Area). The spring event to cel-
ebrate this was the planting of 
a white oak tree at Marden Park 
with the support of the Guelph 
Township Horticultural Society. 
Five of the ten WI Members par-
ticipated. These five women have 
been involved with Women’s In-
stitute for a total of 252 years; 130 
of these years with West End WI.

Pictured (L-R): Lois Tosh, Ida Merkley, 
Betty Lambert, Eileen Steffler and 
Wilma Cleghorn. Photo by Ruth 
Robinson.

“If you change the way 
you look at things, 
the things you 
look at change.” 

“Someone is sitting 
in the shade today 
because someone 
planted a tree a 
long time ago.” 

- Warren Buffett
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Women attending the first Harrowsmith WI meeting, in 
March 1924, wore the fashions of the time – dropped waist 
dresses, above the ankle hemlines, and wide brimmed hats. 
The current Harrowsmith WI (Frontenac District, Kingston 
Area) decided to celebrate their 90th Anniversary in 2014 
with a display of photos, news, fashion, and memorabilia 
from the 1920’s to the 1970’s. When vintage clothing began 
to appear for the displays, the idea of a vintage fashion 
show was born.

A scouring of attics, basements and closets, revealed over 
60 treasured outfits and accessories of family and friends. 
On April 26, 2015, items from the “Roaring Twenties” to the 
“Psychedelic Seventies” (pictured) were enthusiastically 
donned by 40 models from ages 2 to 80. Poodle 
skirts, bell bottoms, fur coats and vintage wedding 
dresses were among the many fashions worn. 
Models from Harrowsmith WI, the local 
community, and participants and staff from 
New Leaf Link, were accompanied by music 
representative of each decade.

The standing room only event took place at 
St. Paul’s United Church in Harrowsmith, with 
proceeds of $2,100 going to New Leaf Link, a 
non-profit charitable organization that supports 
the continuing education of youth and adults with 
developmental disabilities. One Harrowsmith WI 
Member is a volunteer with New Leaf Link and she 
connected the Branch with this dynamic group and 
its activities. 

This event was a huge success in so many ways. It gave 
Harrowsmith WI a focus for the year, and Members had 
an opportunity to learn 
more about each other as 
they shared the personal 
history of each vintage item. 
Harrowsmith WI is a vibrant 
force in the community and 
this event was one more 
opportunity to highlight 
their activities and raise their 
profile. Together, they made 
many wonderful connections 
within their community and 
are looking to the future with 

optimism and energy.

Russell Village WI
It’s all about learning at every meeting of the Russell Village WI (Russell District, 
Eastern Area)!  In May, the Branch welcomed guest speaker Carl Schutt, an 
accomplished Art Teacher and local artist in many mediums ranging from gem 
cutting, marble sculpting, water colours, jewelry making, and oil painting.  Roll 
Call was to bring in a favourite piece of art or a personal creation!  The Branch also 
welcomed new Member, Nicole Labelle and congratulated Diny Achtereekte and 
Jane Adlard on receiving their 50 and 20 year pins respectively.  
Pictured (L-R): Nicole Labelle is welcomed as a new Member of Russell Village WI by Jean Williams.

Harrowsmith WI
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Algoma Centre District WI
On June 22, 2015, WI Members from Algoma Centre District 
(North Central Area) had an enjoyable day with ladies 
from the Michigan Association of Family and Community 
Education (MAFCE). They enjoyed the Museum and Botanical 
Gardens in De Tour Village, Michigan and had lunch at the 
beautiful Marina in De Tour.  

After lunch, they took the ferry from De Tour to Drummond 
Island and checked out the Museum and a Dry Goods Store.  
It was a wonderful day shared with their neighbours and the 
ladies cannot wait until next year when they get together in 
Ontario!

Did You Know?  Each year, there are actually 2 
exchanges that take place.  One between Northern WI 
Members and MAFCE ladies from upper Michigan, and the 
second with Southern WI Members and the ladies from 
lower Michigan!

Southline Brant WI
The Members of Southline Brant WI (Bruce County District, 
Grey-Bruce Area) held a ROSE Session where they welcomed 
local high school student, Rachel Grubb.  Rachel presented 
slides of her mission trip to Irikaat, Kenya to participate in the 
Me to We – Adopt a Village Program. This program adopts 
a needy village, fundraises for building supplies and builds 
schools in the village. Twenty-nine students and 4 teach-
ers built the walls of 
2 schools from the 
foundation up. The 
key words they used 
to describe their ex-
perience were: In-
spire, Love, Teach, 
Learn and Build.

Pictured (L-R): Southline 
Brant WI Member, 
Marlene Montag, 
thanks Rachel Grubb 
for her inspirational 
PowerPoint 
presentation.

Mount Brydges WI
On May 19, 2015, Mount Brydges WI (Middlesex District, 
Southern Area) held a ROSE Session on “Tea” with Michelle 
Pierce Hamilton, Nutritionist and Tea Sommelier.  Michelle 
created the company, “beTeas” and her talk was very 
informative and included the health benefits of drinking 
tea.  This was followed by a question and answer period.  
The table was nicely decorated in the WI colours, with lilac 
flowers and china cups and saucers.  A delicious lunch was 
served and different teas were available for tasting.  It was a 
very enjoyable evening of knowledge and fellowship.  
Pictured (L-R): Marian Clark, Marjorie Carlyle and Gerry Northcott.

Pictured: Algoma Centre District WI Members enjoy a fun day with 
their Michigan friends.
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Joyceville WI
Joyceville WI (Frontenac District, Kingston Area) have 
hosted a Christmas dinner for seniors in their area for over 4 
decades.  For most of those years, the event has been held 
at the Colonnade Golf & Country Club in Joyceville.  In late 
November each year, over 100 guests enjoy a full course 
turkey dinner, prizes, entertainment, and a visit from Santa.  
Joyceville WI celebrated its 80th anniversary in February 
2015 – congratulations!

Cassburn WI
In October 2014, Cassburn WI (Prescott District, Eastern 
Area) and friends visited the Parliament buildings in Ottawa 
and also enjoyed High Tea at the Chateau Laurier.  It was 
only days later that the violent attacks took place at the War 
Memorial and in Parliament.  Our Canada, as we know it, 
changed forever that day.
Pictured: Cassburn WI Members and friends stand in front of the 
Parliament buildings in Ottawa.

Sudbury District WI
Sudbury District WI (North Central Area) Members Joyce Nel-
son, Gloria Pakkala and Elsie Stephenson (FWIO Past Presi-
dent) attended the FWIC Triennial Convention in Frederic-
ton, New Brunswick from June 8th-13th, 2015. The speakers, 
reports, workshops 
and tour day were all 
thoroughly enjoyed. 
Congratulations to 
the New Brunswick 
WI for hosting a great 
convention!
Pictured (L-R): Joyce 
Nelson, Gloria Pakkala 
and Elsie Stephenson.

Walsingham WI 
Members of the Walsingham WI (Norfolk District, 
Hamilton Area) held its 4th Annual June luncheon with 
over 100 guests in attendance. Special guests were WI 
Members from Walsingham’s exchange Branch, Bealton 
WI, Members of Renton WI, friends, entertainers, Norfolk 
County Mayor Charlie Luke, and local Councillor Noel 
Haydt.  An afternoon of fun, food and friendship was 
enjoyed by everyone.

The highlight of the day was the presentation of WI pins in 
recognition of the number of years as WI Members. Doreen 
Dedrick was presented with her 50 year pin, while Mary 
Wiebe, Frances Evans, Pat Salembier and Jeanne Robillard 
were presented with their 40 year pins.  The Branch’s 4 
new Members were presented with Mary Stewart Collect 
Ribbons.

Pictured Below (L-R): President 
Frances Millen, new Members 
Mary Bozek, Deanna Davis, Mary 
Kyte and Carol Lacoursiere and 
Secretary Jan Butts.

Pictured Above: 
Doreen Dedrick 
receives her 50 
year pin from 
President Frances 
Millen.

Santa delivers treats to some of the guests at 
Joyceville WI's seniors' Christmas dinner.
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Renfrew North District WI 
Ruth Douma was one of five ladies who put together a 
spring tea fundraiser for a local church. Different groups 
and organizations were asked to host a table in order to 
show the community what is out there – right in their own 
backyard!  Renfrew North District (Eastern Area) accepted 
the offer to host a table in the spring tea.  The theme was 
wedding dresses of past and present – and anything that 
went along with that theme.  Members showed their 
wedding dresses and Ruth also displayed some of her hat 
collection. The District table had WI memorabilia on display, 
such as cups and plates, and used blue and yellow colours 
for the table.  Another Member from Renfrew North District 
did a skit, while others came and enjoyed the afternoon with 
a full house of ladies, 
both young and old.  
Pictured from left: 
Christine Reaburn 
(FWIO Past President 
and current FWIO 
Tweedsmuir 
Coordinator), and 
Members of Renfrew 
North District sit in front 
of a wedding dress 
display.

Northumberland East District WI
On the lovely sunny day of April 29, 2015, Members from 
Northumberland East District (Trent Valley Area) and friends 
met at the Codrington Centre Walking Trail in support of 
ACWW’s “Women Walk the World” project.  After the 1-2km 
walk, 34 adults and 4 children enjoyed a bag lunch along 
with fruit and muffins donated by the Convenor, Betty Ann 
Clitherow of Codrington WI.  District President, Mary Shortt, 
summarized the significance of the walk for the ACWW 
(Associated Country Women of the World).  Codrington 
WI President, Cathy McCann, promoted the mystery draws 
which raised $52.50 for Coins for Friendship.  It was a great 
day of fun and fellowship with Codrington, Community and 
York Road WI’s working together.

Queen’s Line WI
The Members of Queen’s Line WI (Renfrew District, Eastern 
Area) held a ROSE Session on Genealogy with local resident, 
Faye Bennett.  Faye spoke about her interest in genealogy 
and the progress she has made in researching her own 
family as well as other early families in the area.  She 
provided ideas on how Members could start researching 
their own families, including available resources.

Gillies Hill WI
The Members of Gillies Hill WI (Bruce County District, Grey-
Bruce Area) welcomed Ken Brown, Linda O’Hagan and 
Victor Shmerkovich from Brown’s Pharmacy in Walkerton 
for a ROSE Session on Celiac Disease and a Gluten-Free Diet.  
They provided information on what it means to have Celiac 
Disease or to be gluten-sensitive and also shared some 
tasty treats.

Recently, the Branch also celebrated the presentation of 
Life Memberships to Lois Weatherall and Grace Snider.

Pictured (L-R): Joan Bell, Lois Weatherall, Grace Snider and Wanita 
Halliday.

Pictured: Northumberland East 
District WI walking for “Women Walk 
the World” in support of ACWW.

Pictured: Members of Queen’s Line WI.

11



In mid-July, we formally discontinued 
our agreement with the Ontario 
Genealogical Society as the project 
was not moving forward and their 
e-library concept did not materialize.  
We are now applying for a grant for 

the digitizing of the Tweedsmuirs (and possibly minute 
and other record books) and making them all accessible 
on the internet.  We should know before the end of 2015 
whether we are successful.  While the original documents 
will remain locally, WI Members and researchers across 
Ontario, Canada, and the world will be able to access these 
historical documents.

The first phase, which ends March 31, 2016, intends to create 
a searchable, free website for the Tweedsmuirs, Home & 
Country newsletters, and any other books that have been 
previously digitized but not yet available online.  As well, 
we plan to test our intended process to digitize and repair 
documents by doing so for a small number of Tweedsmuir 
Collections and the minutes of Stoney Creek, our first 
branch.  From there, we will apply for another grant for the 
remaining Collections and record books. 

What can you do in the meantime?  Continue to try to 
locate Tweedsmuirs – they are the blanks in the ‘TH’ 
column on the Tweedsmuir list on the website. Review your 
Tweedsmuirs to ensure they are ready for digitizing.  Is the 
Branch name and volume number on each book?  Are the 
pages numbered?  Can more names and dates be added 
to the photographs?  More information is available on the 
website in the Members Section under ‘Tweedsmuir’.   
Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net), 
phone (613-432-6987), or mail (1075 Calabogie Road, RR 1, 
Renfrew, ON K7V 3Z4).

The ACWW 28th Triennial World Conference will be 
held at the Warwick Conference Park, University 
of Warwick, Coventry, England from August 17th – 
23rd, 2016. The Theme of the conference is “Working 
Together for a Better Future”. Cost of Registration is 
£390 if you register before April 16, 2016. The forms are 
available on the ACWW website. Travel arrangements 
can be made through Arthena Hecker, who is working 
with our partner, Collette Tours.  Contact: 705-246-
2377 or email arthena_hecker@hotmail.com.

At the recent FWIC Convention in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, Canada Area President, Sheila Needham, 
announced that Canada Area Project  #0960  (the 
project involving production of pickles and candles 
by women of Tamil Nadu) has reached  completion 
and is up and running very well. 

Juliet Childs, ACWW Projects Administrator, expresses 
her gratitude for the support from the Canadian 
societies.  ACWW has enough funds coming in to 
cover the amount shown outstanding on the chart 
below.

Project Pledge Donated 
to date

Amount 
outstanding

0960 £1,337.00 £1,263.11 £73.89
0961 £2,786.00 £585.11 £2,200.89

We are also doing very well with #0961, the “fish 
project”, and we have lots of time to complete it 
before the end of the triennium. 

Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Special Note: 2015 is International Year of Soils and 
World Soil Day is December 5th. Visit the Members 

Section of the website under 
“International” for tips on how to 
improve soil health.
Margaret Christenson can be reached 
by email (ron.christenson@vianet.ca) 
or phone (705-779-3996).

By International Officer, Margaret Christenson

By Digitizing Coordinator,  
Irene Robillard

DIG ITIZING UPDATE
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TWEEDSMUIR UPDATE By Tweedsmuir Coordinator, Christine Reaburn

A special thank you to the 22 District Tweedsmuir 
Coordinators, one Branch Tweedsmuir Coordinator 
(who sent her report to me as her District Coordinator 
was not well), and one Area Coordinator.  The 
statistics will be shared with Irene Robillard, Digitizing 
Coordinator.

I really enjoyed reading the written reports which 
accompanied the statistics. From having a “work 
bee” to categorize items to be placed in volume(s), to 
Tweedsmuir Teas, attendance at various community 
activities and the workshops held to share and gather 
information from one another - what an interesting 
year Branches and Districts spent!  

By far, however, is the time and devotion of the 
Coordinators as they continually update and add to the 
volumes, recording the ever changing history around 
their communities. 

A number of Roll Calls were shared: 

• Early memories of your local town
• A good picture is worth a thousand words - bring an 

old Family photo and tell its story
• Something I would like the public to know about WI
• An interesting story of one of your ancestors
• Tell the year your family immigrated to Canada and 

where they settled
• Something learned from Mother or Grandmother

Some programs presented were:

• A Collection of Aprons
• 200th Anniversary of Sir John A. Macdonald
• British Home Children
• Creemore and her neighbours the Petun Indians 

and a visit by Samuel de Champlain in 1616. 

And, one Motto:

• “The quickest way to find a lost item is to buy 
another just like it” - how true.

Finally, a salute from one of the District Coordinators, 
“May all curators at Branch level be rewarded in years to 
come for their effort and work they are putting forth in 
producing such great records of their local communities 
through their Tweedsmuir Histories. REMEMBER: The 
past weaves a web of memories to treasure.”

If you have been experiencing difficulties reaching 
me through the FWIO email, please use the following: 
reaburn@nrtco.net.

Again, my thanks for all the work 
you do and for sharing your 
reports with me.
Christine Reaburn can be reached by 
email (reaburn@nrtco.net) or phone 
(613-582-3569).

Real Life Stories – This summer we applied for a grant to help publish 
our stories through the Canada 150 fund.  We should know by mid-2016.  
Because of this we have been slow to start reviewing your submissions.  
Hopefully this will start by the end of September. 

Our Canada, Our Stories – Don’t forget that you can submit stories to 
this Canada-wide project at www.Canada150.com.  

Human-Animal Bond Stories – A reminder that the Canadian 
Foundation for Animal Assisted Support Services is also collecting 
stories that will be part of Our Canada, Our Stories.  If you have a human-
animal bond story you want to share, please go to their website.

U P D A T E
By Canada 150 Chair, Irene Robillard
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Mount Pleasant WI 
Freshly picked strawberries, oven 
baked ham, and all the summer salads you 
can imagine. It was a full house at the Mount Pleasant WI 
Hall on June 26, 2015 for the annual Ham and Strawberry 
Supper. Guests loaded their plates and visited well into the 
evening with friends and neighbours. 

Jo Ellen Brydon, President of Mount Pleasant WI 
(Peterborough District, Trent Valley Area), welcomed 
everyone and described the Branch’s fundraising efforts 
for Farms at Work, a local initiative promoting healthy 
and active farming in east central Ontario. The WI passed 
the hat around for donations to support Farms at Work’s 
hands-on education programs, which include beekeeping 
and sheep farming mentorships. Fundraising will continue 
throughout the year, but from this event alone, the group 
raised more than $160 for this fantastic cause! 

Navan WI
On June 6, 2015, Navan WI (Russell District, Eastern Area) was 
nominated along with 7 others to go on the Community 
Builders Wall in Navan. The Branch has been going strong 
for 85 years and continues to be active in the community.

It was a bright, sunny day with many smiles to reflect it! The 
Branch thanks all of the WI and community members who 
came out to support the nominees.
Pictured: Members of Navan WI celebrate their addition to the 
Community Builders Wall.

For more information about Farms at Work, visit 
http://www.farmsatwork.ca

Tec-We-Gwill WI
Tec-We-Gwill WI (Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt District, 
Simcoe Area) has again run a successful walk-a-thon in 
support of Camp Quality. Committee Chair, Joan Drysdale 
has tallied up over $15,000 which will support this camp 
for children living with 
cancer. Tec-We-Gwill WI 
has been hosting this 
walk-a-thon for almost 
20 years, averaging the 
same amount each year. 
Pictured: Members stand in 
front of the Tec-We-Gwill WI 
Hall in Newton Robinson, 
Ontario.

Dublin WI
Sharon Anderson from Dublin WI (Wellington-Halton 
District, Guelph Area) is Wellington-Halton's Farm Safety 
Representative. Each year at the District Annual, Sharon puts 
on a fantastic display and provides an envelope consisting 
of relevant safety information for each Branch. 

This year, Sharon displayed a car and home safety kit for 
summer and winter. She supplied Vial for Life kits, which 
are tubes you put in the fridge with your medication 
information on a note and a magnet for the fridge to advise 
first responders of your situation in an emergency.

Sharon has held this position for approximately 20 years 
and attends all safety meetings and reports back to the 
District. Her fellow 
Members appreci-
ate all that she does 
to keep them in-
formed. Way to go, 
Sharon!
Pictured: Sharon 
Anderson with her 
display for the District.

Pictured: Friends and 
neighbours filled the Mount 

Pleasant WI Hall for the annual 
Ham and Strawberry Supper.
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New WI 101
In the spring issue of the Home & Country ROSE Garden, you 
met Women Inspiring Women WI. The turnout was beyond 
our dreams. Why? Read on!

Ninety-six women came to the first meeting thanks to 
Facebook. We posted flyers and left invitations in halls, 
cafes, libraries, and salons. We were interviewed on Rogers 
TV. Three newspapers carried the story.

Most of our Members are 30-somethings, the youngest 
is 19 and the oldest in her 60’s. Most are working moms, 
singles, professionals, all with interests in socializing, 
community works, and advocacy for social change. Some 
have an interest in the historic aspect of the community. 
Others want to learn the “domestic arts.” One common 
denominator among our Members is that many have moved from a larger city. They are 
itching to do something meaningful while building relationships. In other words, they want what any WI ever had to offer.

What do we do differently? Our meeting space is a board room in an historic restaurant. We gather for business and then 
enjoy the pub fare. We meet in the evening after work. Many women consider this “me-time” or “kid-free time”. 

Our online presence or brand shows that we are lively, engaging, a bit "out there" or irreverent. Definitely non-traditional.

After our inaugural meeting, we had complaints that “business” was boring. Both young and old said they want more 
socializing, laughing and sharing and less intellectual talks in a dark room. 

We’ve taken these words to heart. For now, we want to build relationships. Then we can tackle the bigger issues.

Are we an anomaly or are we the first in the new wave of WI's for the country? Time will tell.

By Maggie Wilson, 
Women Inspiring Women WI, Brant County District, Hamilton Area

Membership Tour
From March through June, FWIO Membership Coordinator, Debbie Bauer 
and her husband, Wayne traveled across Ontario to bring the “I Have a Plan 
and Yes We Can” workshop to numerous Districts.

We received several comments from Members following their workshops 
with Debbie.  We hope that the resources and information Debbie shared 
with you will continue to motivate you to help introduce new women to 
our wonderful organization.  There are so many 
women out there who could benefit from the 
incredible opportunities that WI has to offer.  

Here is a comment from Russell District (Eastern 
Area):

“Today we spent a wonderful day being INSPIRED 
by FWIO’s Debbie Bauer! What an awesome woman 
with great suggestions and ideas to help us INSPIRE 
our Members to GREATER levels!  Our Members from 
various Branches laughed, shared and learned! We 
were inspired! We WILL inspire, because YES WE 
CAN! WI Rocks!”

The Branch enjoys using fun vintage images in their advertising.

Pictured: Membership workshops in Algoma Centre District (top) and Russell District (bottom).
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Upcoming Events at the 
Erland Lee Museum
Craft Workshop – October 17, 2015

Halloween Kids Party – October 24, 2015

Holiday Ornament Workshop – November 14, 2015

Table Centrepiece Workshop – December 5, 2015

Carol Sing – December 13, 2015

For more information on events at the Museum, 
contact: 
Phone: 905-662-2691 
Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland

Volunteers are always welcome!

HospitalityHOMES

Hospitality Homes in Ontario are open to all WI Members and their 
companions for $15 each per night. If you would like to be added to the list 
or if you need to take your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the list, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts 
frequently for updates to this list.

For Your
information

Thank you  
to our Partners

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2015 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern Region 
Joyce Cockle 

Sandy Marshall

Eastern Region 
Mary Inglis 

Mary Shortt

Southern Region 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western Region 
Alana Robinson 

Glenna Smith

      Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario


