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Did you know that the Erland Lee 
(Museum) Home hosts a variety of hands-
on workshops throughout the year? From 
crafts to baking and other fun projects in 
between, there’s bound to be something 
of interest for everyone! At a workshop 
on Saturday, June 11, 2016, participants 
learned how to create planters 
containing edible flowers and plants. 
What a great way to keep healthy and 
delicious foods close by – and they sure 
look beautiful too!

For more information on upcoming 
workshops, see the back page of  
this newsletter or contact the Museum 
at 905-662-2691 or  
erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca.

WHERE’S ADDIE?
Adelaide Hoodless – “Addie” – is hidden 
somewhere inside this issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden! Can you 
find her??

CONTACT INFORMATION
FWIO Provincial Office (see left)
Administrator of FWIO 
Kim Sauder: kim@fwio.on.ca 

Program & Communications Manager 
Andrea Morrison: andream@fwio.on.ca

Museum Curator 
Alyssa Gomori: curator@fwio.on.ca

Advocacy Coordinator 
Hania White Ph: 905-301-4958 
hania.white@gmail.com

Digitizing Coordinator 
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Executive Officer to FWIC  
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Public Relations Officer 
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publicrelations@fwio.on.ca
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Christine Reaburn Ph: 613-582-3569 
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FWIO OFFICE HOURS
The Provincial Office is open  

Monday to Friday from 
10am to 4pm.

Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home Tours are available 

Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from 12pm to 4pm.
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12. WI120 & Canada 150 Update
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The seasons are changing once again, and the fall harvest 
is well underway. Many of the seeds that our WI Members 
have planted are bringing forth the fruits of their labour. It is 
always interesting to read the “Branch Profiles” and “Down 
the Garden Path” in the Home & Country ROSE Garden to 
see what our Sisters in WI are doing. Don’t forget to send in 
your submissions too. Did you find Addie in the last edition? 
Speaking of gardens, thanks to the generous donations 
of Hollie and Marlene Archer and Perth South District, 
the gardens and landscaping have been updated at the 
Museum. It will be interesting to see the colourful blossoms 
that next spring brings forth. The Women’s Institute Rose 
will be available soon, so don’t forget to place your orders 
this fall for planting in the spring time. 

Thank you to the “Women Involved” in the Branches, 
Districts and Areas for their generous donations in excess 
of $1,500 for the Fort McMurray fire crisis. Funds received 
by FWIO have been forwarded to the Fort McMurray Family 
Crisis Centre on the recommendation of Faye Mayberry, 
President of the Alberta WI. Your donations have been 
greatly appreciated.

I have had the pleasure of visiting many of the District Annual 
Meetings and Branch Anniversary Celebrations, including 
my home Branch, Virgil WI’s 100th Anniversary. The 28th 
ACWW Triennial Conference was held at the University 
of Warwick, England – August 17th to the 23rd. It was an 
amazing experience meeting delegates from around the 
world with Women Involved, sharing and working towards a 
common goal. The theme for the Conference was “Working 
together for a better future”. Congratulations to Mrs. Ruth 
Shanks, World President; Mrs. Margaret Yetman, Deputy 
President and Mrs. Sheila Needham, Canada Area President 
on being re-elected. An invitation was extended at the 
Canada Area Post Conference Meeting to have the ACWW 

Canada Area Conference hosted by FWIO in conjunction 
with the Provincial Conference at Pembroke, Ontario in June 
2017. The invitation was accepted. Arthena Hecker did an 
outstanding job of organizing the Pre and Post Conference 
Tours with FWIO partner, Collette Tours. Thank you Arthena, 
I have heard nothing but positive comments! The next 
ACWW Triennial Conference will be held in Australia. Watch 
for information as it becomes available. 

I am looking forward to visiting the Area Conventions and 
speaking with our Members from across the province. 
Nominations will be accepted for open provincial positions. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to make new friends, learn 
and become a Woman Involved. 

It will soon be time for our AGM – December 1st and 
workshops on December 2nd at the Casablanca Winery 
Inn in Grimsby. It is amazing how time flies and seasons 
change. This will be my last message as Provincial President. 
I am most grateful, honoured and humbled to have had 
this opportunity to work with so many talented “Women 
Involved”. I would like to thank our Provincial Board of 
Directors, Coordinators, Officers, Area Voting Delegates, 
FWIO Office Staff, Museum Curator and volunteers for their 
dedication to FWIO. It is because of Members like you, that 
FWIO will continue to grow. I leave you with the following 
quote:

“I’ve come to believe that each of us has a personal calling 
that's as unique as a fingerprint - and that the best way to 
succeed is to discover what you love and then find a way 
to offer it to others in the form of service, working hard, 
and also allowing the energy of the universe to lead you.”  
— Oprah Winfrey

Wishing you all the best, for Home & Country,  
Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 

Mark your  
calendars!

Annual General Meeting 
December 1-2, 2016

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 
Canadian Woman of the Year 
Award – Apply to FWIC by 
December 31, 2016

Ontario Volunteer Service 
Awards – Apply to Ministry of 
Citizenship and Immigration by 
January 25, 2017

Erland Lee Award of 
Appreciation – Apply to FWIO by 
January 31, 2017

FWIO Provincial Conference 
June 20-23, 2017

ACWW Canada Area Conference 
June 23-25, 2017
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Annual General Meeting: Thursday, December 1, 2016

Workshops: Friday, December 2, 2016

Location: The Casablanca Winery Inn, 4 Windward Drive, Grimsby, Ontario
The deadline to register with the Provincial Office for the AGM is Wednesday, November 9, 2016. 
The registration form can be obtained from the FWIO website, recent E-Blasts or in the insert sent to 
Branch Secretaries with this mailing.

Please note that the Casablanca Winery Inn will be reserving a block of rooms for FWIO until Friday, 
October 28, 2016 at 12 noon for those wishing to stay overnight. Rooms may be available past this 
deadline, but cannot be guaranteed. Please read the registration form carefully for full details. 
FWIO Provincial Officers (which includes Board, Coordinators, Officers and Area Voting Delegates) do 
not need to book a room or submit a registration form. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Provincial Office at 905-662-2691.

Get Involved! Open Provincial Positions

A reminder that the following Provincial Positions will be 
open at the next AGM and, in accordance with Area by-laws, 
nominations can be made at Area Conventions this fall. For 
more information on the following positions, please contact 
the Provincial Office or visit the FWIO website.

• President-Elect

• Digitizing Coordinator

• Grants & Fundraising Coordinator

• International Officer

• Membership Coordinator

• Tweedsmuir Coordinator

• Provincial Secretary

Don’t Miss the Annual General Meeting!

FWIO to Host Provincial and ACWW Canada Area Conferences in 2017
The 2017 FWIO Provincial Conference and the ACWW Canada Area Conference will be held between June 20th and 25th 
at the Best Western Pembroke Inn, on the corner of Trans Canada Highway 17 and Provincial Highway 41 (Address: 1 
International Drive, Pembroke, ON).

Rooms are being held at the Best Western and the Holiday Inn Express (9 International Drive - across the road). Members 
will be able to book their own accommodations directly with the hotels. Full registration details will be available in the 
registration package, available in early 2017.

Eastern Area WI Members are excited to be hosting the Provincial Conference! They last hosted in June 1990 when the 
Conference was held at Carleton University in Ottawa.
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TWEEDSMUIR UPDATE By Tweedsmuir Coordinator, Christine Reaburn

Don’t Miss the Annual General Meeting!
Summer events featured something for everyone!

This year’s Step Back in Time event on June 25th was paired with 
the Strawberry Social. Visitors were invited to come onto the grounds 
of the Erland Lee (Museum) Home and enjoy a variety of heritage 
themed activities and demonstrations. They also had the opportunity 
to go into the Carriage House for some delicious strawberry shortcake. 
Much effort was taken to reach local elementary schools and 
encourage families to attend the event this year, which paid off. There 
were many glowing reviews from those who attended the occasion, 
expressing their enjoyment of the activities available to them. There 
was a blacksmith on site, making cedar shingles with the initials of 
guests burned into them, several woodworkers demonstrating 
their craft, a display of household artifacts, and a children’s activity 
area with heritage crafts as well as a miniature horse. It is the hope 
that this event will continue to grow in the future and attract more 
community members to visit and enjoy the Museum.

The second annual Psychic and Wellness Fair held at the Museum on July 16th was a great success. The event brought 
in not only twice as many vendors and demonstrators as last year, including readers, natural skin-care, and tai chi, but also 
twice as many visitors. The penny sale held that day was a huge draw for community members as they had the chance 
to win gift baskets and certificates from each of the vendors. Several of the demonstrators expressed their appreciation 
for being able to be a part of the event, likening it to a retreat due to the beautiful country scenery. Many of those who 
attended the event also told volunteers how much they enjoyed their time at the Museum and were looking forward to 
next year. All in all, the event was a wonderful fundraiser for the Museum and we couldn’t have asked for a better day!

Museum Happenings

I have really enjoyed receiving the 
Branch and District Annual Reports. 
As of the end of July, I have received 
52 Branch reports and 23 District 
reports. These reports include lots of 
very interesting information on events, 
celebrations and happenings from 

across the province. If you haven’t sent your Branch or District 
report, I am still accepting them. 

This is my last article for the Home & Country ROSE Garden 
as my term as Provincial Tweedsmuir Coordinator expires 
at this year’s Provincial Annual General Meeting. This has 
been a most interesting experience and one which I would 
encourage you to consider. 

My thanks to all of you who have contacted me over the last 
three years. The information contained in the Annual Reports 

is invaluable in recording the diligence in which Members 
and Coordinators have researched, collected and recorded 
the history of their communities. 

The prospect of having the Tweedsmuir volumes digitized has 
sparked imaginations and renewed interest in the collection. 
Information has been coming to light on volumes from long 
disbanded Branches and gaps in the records have narrowed. 

We have also been hearing from Archives who hold some of 
these valuable books.

I believe that the Tweedsmuir volumes are the ‘Jewel in the 
Crown’ of Women’s Institute and will, in the coming years, be 
an extremely valuable resource for researchers. 

For Home and Country, Christine Reaburn

Christine Reaburn can be reached by phone at 613-582-3569 or 
by email at reaburn@nrtco.net.
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Branch Profile 
SOUTH LOBO WI

The South Lobo WI (Middlesex District, 
Southern Area) was organized on 
February 4, 1904 when a group of 
interested women met in Wilson’s 
Hall over the blacksmith shop in Lobo 
Village. The initial enrolment was 15 
Members. Over the years, the Branch’s 
membership has been as high as over 
50 Members and presently there are 17 
active Members and 4 Honourary Life 
Members.

Initially, Branch meetings consisted of 
topics such as bathing and care of a 
newborn, how to entertain, a monthly 
poem, music and demonstrations on 
glove making, jellied salads and candle 
making. Meetings were always in the 
afternoon and often Members brought 
their younger children, where dainty 
refreshments were served. Meetings 
would close with the singing of God 
Save the King. Presently, the Branch 
has guest speakers and travelogues 
and often go on tours. They still have 
demonstrations on food items and 
crafts. Refreshments vary but certainly 
aren’t “dainty” and meetings are now 
held in the afternoon and evening.

To make the world better for everyone, 
South Lobo WI Members have made 
several resolutions over the years, 
such as having the staples removed 
from brown sugar packages, the 
immunization of all domestic animals 
against rabies, licensing of nursing 
homes and making vehicles stop in 
both directions when a school bus is 
taking on or unloading students.

Like other Branches, South Lobo WI 
has compiled Tweedsmuir Histories, 
which document the history of rural 
communities by recording the stories 
of buildings, people, farms and 
industries. The Branch’s books have 
been used for research projects, as 
they have been microfilmed and are 
available in a local library. They also 
hold Tweedsmuir History Days when 
the actual books are on display for the 
public to view as well as learn more 
about Women’s Institute.

South Lobo WI cares for communities 
by providing assistance to people in 
need, such as fire and tornado victims. 
Red Cross work during two World Wars 
included sewing, knitting and sending 
boxes overseas, while money was also 
given to the mobile canteens. The 
Branch has donated money to many 
local organizations towards such things 
as a defibrillator for the firefighters, 
dishwasher for the community centre, 
equipment for the hospital and books 
for the library. They still help sponsor 
local 4-H clubs and donate to VON 
and the Children’s Hospital as well as 
several Women’s Institute projects. 

They give an award at a local high 
school, provide a scholarship at a local 
fair as well as sponsor several classes 
at the fair. Money is raised mainly by 
providing meals for the local Lion’s 
club twice a month.

Over the years, Members have taken 
many home economics short courses 
and then have passed the information 
on to people in the community. 
They have had ROSE programs in the 
community to educate the public on 
various topics.

As an active Branch, South Lobo WI 
continues to work today as they did 112 
years ago, “For Home and Country”, to 
make it a better place for everyone 
to live now and for generations to 
come. Branch Members, because of 
the leadership skills that they have 
developed, are leaders not only in 
all levels of the Women’s Institute 
but also in many other community 
organizations. It is the Branch’s 
hope that it will be able to continue 
educating and supporting members 
of the community.

Pictured, back row (L-R): Rie Van Steeg, Gertie Dieleman, Sieka Van Steeg, Mary Giles, Diane 
Noordhof, Glenna Ladell, Dorothy Walsh and Muriel Scott. Middle row: Colleen Tuckwood, 
Jean Stevenson, Vera McLean, Marg Harris and Vivian Ireland. Front row: Marg Cormier.
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $636,940 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 – Author Unknown

Oxford District WI  
Celebrates Women
Two hundred people from all parts of Oxford 
County and beyond attended the 3rd annual 
“Oxford Celebrates Women” event hosted 
by Oxford District WI (Southern Area) on 
Saturday, May 7, 2016.

The purpose of the evening, held at the Embro 
Community Centre, was to inspire women 
living in the Oxford County area to live a rich 
and rewarding life and to raise funds for the 
Oxford District WI Scholarship.

Award-winning actor, Seana McKenna, a 25-year veteran with the Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival, gave an insider’s look into her life on stage – a storyline that 
has played out in front of live audiences all across North America. One theme of 
her presentation was the importance of growing up in the country and how it 
played a vital role in the development of her family, her husband’s family and in 
the raising of their son. 

Before announcing the two 2016 scholarship winners, all former recipients present 
were recognized with a loud round of applause, including Joan MacDermid (nee 
Otto) who was the very first recipient in 1953.  

This year’s first recipient, Kelly Martin of Oxford Centre, will be attending 
Wilfrid Laurier University in the fall. The second recipient, Zorra Township 
resident Iain Grieve, will be attending the University of Guelph – Ridgetown 
Campus in September.

The evening of fellowship ended with a raffle and a live auction of a pair of 
Stratford Festival theatre tickets and gift baskets, donated by each of the nine 
Branches in Oxford District.
Pictured: Scholarship Committee Chair, Linda Hammond (R), presents one of the scholarship 
recipients, Iain Grieve (L), with his certificate. 

“The happiest people 
don’t have the best of 
everything, they just 
make the best 
of everything.”

Trout Mills WI Supports 
the Museum with a Crafty 
Workshop
The Erland Lee (Museum) Home was 
delighted to receive a thoughtful 
donation from Trout Mills WI 
(Nipissing District, Northern Area).  
Members of the Branch participated 
in a craft workshop where they 
learned to create scissor holders.  
The items were later donated, along 
with a poem, to be sold in the Gift 
Shop.

Pictured (L-R): Hilda Duquette, Carol 
Desjardins, Ruth Ranger, Molly Lynch, 
Beulah Hamilton and June Delage.

Kemble WI Members Get Visible! 
Members of Kemble WI (Grey County District, Grey-Bruce Area) proudly display 11 
of the 14 “Women’s Institute Member Lives Here” signs they recently purchased 
to display at their homes.  The Branch extends their thanks to Reid’s Corners WI 
Member, Ellen Waye, who ordered the signs on their behalf.
Pictured: Kemble WI Members are proud to put WI on display outside their homes.
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Dublin WI
Dublin WI (Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) recently held a ROSE 
Session where 16 participants learned 

how to make homemade bread.  
Joan Law demonstrated how to 

mix, knead, shape and bake 
bread. Homemade jams and 
jellies were served and each 
person took home two loaves 

of bread.  A great time was 
had by all!
Pictured: Dublin WI 

Member, Shirley Isnor, 
shows what would soon be 

 a delicious loaf of bread!

York Road WI
York Road WI (Northumberland East District, Trent Valley 
Area) held a ROSE Session on May 11, 2016 at Smithfield 
United Church. The topic was “The 7 Wonders of the Trent 
Valley” with Ewa Bednarczuk giving an excellent talk on the 
7 different places that are a must see in the area.  Friends 
and family were invited and advertising was done through 
posters, emails and word of mouth.  Eleven people attended 
this free event.
Pictured: York Road WI 
Members and guests 
enjoyed learning 
about the many places 
to visit in the Trent 
Valley.

Carry-On WI
Carry-On WI (Huron Perth District, Guelph Area) 
from Palmerston, Ontario recently hosted a four-
week learn to rag quilt course for a group of 
9-12-year-old girls. 

Carry-On WI President, Lynda Alexander, first came 
to the Branch with the idea of holding a class after 
there were so few entries in the youth competition 
at the International Plowing Match (IPM), where 
she is on the quilting committee. WI Member, Tracy 
Zemmelink’s daughter brought some invitations to 
her school and word spread quickly! Parents began 
contacting the Branch via Facebook, which made 
communication very easy. 

The girls walked together from school to Lynda's home each Wednesday for 4 classes throughout the month of  June. 
Other Members dropped off snacks so the girls were fueled up and ready to sew! Machines were borrowed and they were 
able to set up the 6 required in Lynda's basement, where she and Tracy taught the course. 

Participants were: Emeline Zemmelink (age 10), Sarah Zemmelink (age 10), Ella Habermahl (age 11), Carmen Ward (age 11), 
Cassie Ward (age 9) and Megan Leach (age 10). They made full flannel rag quilts, 5 squares by 6 squares. The students had 
to provide their own material and the Branch donated the natural fill. The class was run free of cost to these exceptional 
girls who all planned to enter their prize quilts into the IPM youth competition in Harriston this year.  

Carry-On WI will be looking at doing something like this again in the future. The girls were so happy to learn, even saying 
they did not want to leave at the end of each class. The Branch hopes that WI can help with the lack of teaching of sewing 
skills in today's Ontario school curriculum. 

Pictured: The hard work paid off 
and the girls were thrilled with their 
finished quilts!
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Maple Ridge WI
On June 9, 2016, Fran Pringle, a Member of Maple Ridge WI 
(Lennox & Addington District, Kingston Area), gave a very 
interesting and informative presentation about a current 
topic of interest - that of Lyme Disease. 

She pointed out several precautions to avoid contracting 
the disease, what symptoms to look for, and to seek medical 
aid immediately if a tick is found on your body. She related 
the struggles of a couple of local residents who had to seek 
treatment in the United States. However, a laboratory in 
Winnipeg now offers the blood test required for diagnosis. 
So, be alert and be "Tick Smart". 

Grand Bend WI
Grand Bend WI (Huron South District, Southern Area) held 
their eighth Annual Spring Awakening on April 28, 2016 
at the Grand Bend Legion. This ROSE (Reaching Ontario 
Sharing Education) Session featured a presentation from 
Lambton Victim Services, a demonstration of historical 
undergarments by Fanshawe Pioneer Village, a musical 
presentation by Alicia Veens, a spring fashion show by UBU 
Fashions of Grand Bend and dynamic motivational speaker, 
Judy Suke. Several short skits and jokes were presented by 
WI Members.

Door prizes and raffle theme baskets were distributed. Monies 
from this event are used to support WI and community 
projects. One hundred and forty ladies attended this event. 

A colourful “Laugh In” 
backdrop used for the 
skits was constructed 
by Community Living 
clients in Dashwood.
Pictured (L-R): Lois Gill, 
event director, and 
Donna Lovie, decoration 
manager.

North Grey WI
On May 14, 2016, North Grey 
WI (Grey County District, 
Grey-Bruce Area) hosted 
their spring ROSE Session, 
“Minimize your Clutter, 
Accessorize your Wardrobe”, 
with 113 ladies in attendance. 
Pauline Hoffman and 
Rebecca Shearer from Just 
in Time Solutions, London 
gave helpful ideas on how 
to de-clutter our homes. 
After a delicious lunch, North 
Grey WI Members presented 
a “Foolish Fashion Show” 
which was enjoyed by all the 
ladies in attendance. Camille Cole from Dr. Cobbler Shoes 
and Swirls in Owen Sound talked about accessories and 
adding glitz to your outfit. Eleanor Brennan from The Painted 
Wardrobe in Owen Sound showed an array of ways to wear 
and tie scarves to compliment your wardrobe. Many went 
home with door prizes.

Silver-Wood WI
Silver-Wood WI (Wellington-Halton District, Guelph Area) 
had a wonderful June meeting with two speakers, Mary 
Ann and Edythe, from the Vintage Doll Club. They spoke 
about the History of Dolls and brought members of their 
own collections to pass around. The roll call was to bring 
your favourite doll or teddy and this was answered by all 
of the WI Members and four guests. Information on these 
dolls was given to the group by Mary Ann and Edythe.

Silver-Wood WI meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
usually at 7pm, at the Historic Devereaux House on Trafalgar 
Road in Georgetown. If you would like to know what is 
happening with Silver-Wood WI, visit the Branch’s website: 
www.silver-woodwomensinstitute.yolasite.com

Pictured (L-R):  
Barbara Neville 
and Fran Pringle 
each hold a  
poster with 
precautions  
and facts  
about  
Lyme  
Disease.

Pictured: Bonnie Prevost shows 
off her “double-breasted jacket,” 
which was part of the Branch’s 
“Foolish Fashion Show.”  What a 
fun idea! 
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Northumberland East District WI
On Saturday, May 7, 2016, the Northumberland East District 
WI (Trent Valley Area) held a Women's Day event at the 
Brighton Community Centre to create awareness of its 
community involvement. A group of about 30 gathered to 
hear four speakers and browse the numerous exhibits. 

Dr. Duncan Day, a neuropsychologist, demonstrated how 
the brain can be affected by head trauma. Any loss of 
consciousness needs to be assessed by emergency. It might 
take up to ten years to recover from serious or multiple 
concussions. 

Participants relaxed around the cake decorating table 
as Tara Kotry, Tara Kotta Creations, demonstrated flower 
techniques. Icing turned cupcakes into unique colourful 
flowers for individuals to take home.

Margaret Appleby, recently retired from OMAFRA, 
outlined science's role in food safety. Eating local fresh 
food is encouraged, as it is nutritious for us and also helps 
the farm industry.

The fourth session was with 
Diane Newman Reed, a fitness 
and bone strength instructor, 
who reinforced the need for 
us to sit tall, practice deep 
breathing and keep moving.

Draw prizes were won and the 
day concluded with Mary Shortt, 
President, leading the group 
with the Mary Stewart Collect.
Pictured: York Road WI Member, 
Sharon French, shows one of 
the beautiful flower cupcakes 
participants got to take home.

Glasgow WI
Glasgow WI (Renfrew South District, Eastern Area) Members 
had a very fun time at a recent meeting, which started off 
with a "progressive dinner". Since several Members live on 
the same street, it was easy to go from home to home. The 
first destination offered refreshments and appetizers. Then 
they walked across the way for two different salads that were 
delicious and refreshing. They proceeded once again down 
the road for a delightful serving of lasagna and a variety of 
breads. The final stop was for their meeting, which included 
dessert, tea and coffee. Everyone enjoyed the evening, which 
was also a celebration of Glasgow WI's 71st Anniversary. 

Pictured, front row (L-R): Mary Richard, Shirley Forest, Gloria Hamilton 
and Alma McNulty. Back row: Ellen Martin, Laurie Gauvreau, Peggy-
Sue Pultz, Marie McCallum, Grace Yantha-Blimkie, Sandy Miller, 
Dorinda Kelly and Lillian Collins.

Slate River & Kakabeka Falls WI’s
The 33rd Annual Slate River and Kakabeka Falls Women’s 
Institute Strawberry Social was held on July 14, 2016. It was 
another successful event, with 500 people coming out to 
support the Branches. It was a great evening of socializing, 
eating delicious strawberry shortcake and browsing the 
endless tables, which included an assortment of plants, 
books, delicious baking and a White Elephant table. The 
monies are shared between the Kakabeka and Slate River 
WI Branches (Thunder Bay District, Northwestern Area) for 
donating to community services in need. A silent auction 
was also held and many compliments were received on the 
quality of the gift baskets. The Branches extend thanks to 
all who helped to make the event a success!
Pictured: It was a full house at this year’s Strawberry Social, with 500 
people in attendance.
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WAYS TO PROMOTE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
• Personal Contact is Important. Ask friends, neighbours 

and relatives to meetings. Make a commitment to have 
at least one guest at every meeting. Perhaps the hostess 
for each meeting can be responsible for inviting a friend 
or neighbour. Invite groups – seniors, teachers, young 
mothers, horticultural societies, firefighters, Rotary Clubs, 
Optimists, historical societies, genealogical societies, 
church groups – to meetings.

• The Written Word is Essential. I recently heard that 
something has to be repeated 11 times for it to be 
remembered! 

º Use the newspaper & local TV community channels. 
Write newspaper articles that focus on your 
program. Don’t assume that the local community 
newspaper is not interested. Write it up and send it 
in. If it doesn’t make the cut, don’t let that stop you. 
Send in the next one. A slow news day may just be 
your lucky day! 

º Use posters, bookmarks & community calendars.

º Make WI brochures, newsletters and extra programs 
available at libraries, doctor and dentist offices, 
hospitals, Chamber of Commerce, tourist booths, 
welcome wagon baskets and hairdressers.

• Plan an interesting program for every meeting: a speaker, 
an activity, a craft, a field trip – something new and/or 
different. Business is not enough.

• Reflect current trends in society in your programs. Find 
speakers on current topics. Visit a new business in town.

• Be Visible. Be Seen. Be Known. Join in community 
events. Be seen at your local fair, community garage and 
craft sales, farmers’ markets and take part in parades. 

• Organize trips that are open to the public. Rent a bus 
and visit a place of interest.

• Provide educational courses taught by local crafters. 

Rent a hall and advertise to Members and to the general 
public. You can make money and advertise that WI is 
Women Involved at the same time.

• Hold meetings at different times to suit different 
Members. Some Branches hold half their meetings in 
the evenings. Some have morning meetings. Some have 
meetings in the summer when the weather is nice and 
have 2 months in the winter with no meetings. Would 
different meeting times bring in more Members?

• Give program cards or booklets to area newcomers. 
Print your program and use it to advertise to new and 
old neighbours. Place an annual display ad in the local 
newspaper with a short summary of your programs for 
the coming year, along with a couple of contact names 
and numbers.

• Have fun at all your meetings! If there hasn’t been 
any laughter, then the time spent together will not be 
memorable. 

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR BADGE!

*Taken from the Effective Public Relations Manual – 1998 
and from Eastern Ontario Branches – 1997

I recently had some emails from the Prescott District PRO. 
Those dedicated Members have taken a bit of extra time to 
form a small round table group to discuss how they might 
better promote their District and Branches. Sharing ideas in 
this way can bring some surprising results. Sometimes it just 
takes one small comment to spark an idea in someone else's 
brain and even though something didn't work once doesn't 
mean it won't work a second time.  

We can all learn from each other and by sharing experiences 
we can provide support to each other.

Yours for Home and Country, 
Mary Shortt 

Mary Shortt can be reached by phone at 613-475-4045 or by 
email at publicrelations@fwio.on.ca.

By Public Relations Officer,  
Mary Shortt
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Did you know 2017 marks 120 years since the WI movement 
started at Stoney Creek in 1897? To commemorate this 
milestone, we want to document the many halls, buildings, 
monuments, cairns, etc. created by WI Members in their 
communities during this time. This is a project some Members 
have been requesting for a number of years.

It is easy to participate. Take a photo of your building, 
monument or plaque – it can be any structure that the WI 
helped to build or fund. It can even be the gate to your local 
cemetery. Then go to our virtual archives, either through 
our website or directly at collections.fwio.on.ca. On the left 
hand side of the screen, choose “Share Your Story.” Upload 
your photo, provide a description, and indicate the location 
of your community on a map. The instructions are on the 
screen. It is as easy as that.

All will be stored and searchable on the web platform 
that was created from funding through the Documentary 
Heritage Communities Program of Library and Archives 
Canada in 2016.  

Not comfortable with using a computer? Get your child, 
grandchild or a friend to do it for you. Anyone can submit, so 
get the whole community involved. Take this opportunity to 
talk about the WI and its community involvement. Perhaps 
make it a District project to capture all the structures from 
past and present Branches.

Deadline? We plan to showcase these community 
accomplishments at our Provincial Conference in June 2017. 
It would be great to have a good cross-section from across 
Ontario – north, south, east, and west.  Which District or Area 
can submit the most?

Let’s get involved and capture our community involvement 
for the world to see. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net) or 
phone (613-432-6987).

WI120 - A Project for WI's 120th Anniversary

U P D A T E

By the time you read this, the collection of stories should be at the publishing company, with the aim to have the books 
printed and ready for sale at our Provincial Conference in June 2017. It has been decided that the book will include 150 
stories (for Canada’s 150th) and there will be only one story per author.  An e-book will also be created.

We will be preselling copies to help offset the printing and other costs. Once the cost and price per book has been 
determined, an announcement will be sent.  

By Canada 150 Chair, Irene Robillard

By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard
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Pennies for Friendship (PfF) is the International initiative 
that most FWIO Branches already support very well. Some 
call it “Coins for Change” now that we no longer have 
pennies in Canada. Look for new collection boxes coming 
soon and thank you for your continued support.

The PfF fund was set up in 1936 by the founders of the 
Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) with the 
aim of encouraging members to donate funds, in addition to 
their membership fees, in order to make ACWW sustainable. 
The original idea was to ask every member of every ACWW 
society to donate at least the smallest coin of her country 
each year to enable the continuation of essential work on 
behalf of other women and their families. This voluntary 
fund has become the lifeblood of ACWW. 

The unrestricted Pennies for Friendship (PfF) are what 
keep ACWW going. PfF has ensured ACWW’s UN work 
is maintained, International and Area Conferences are 
arranged and that “The Countrywoman” magazine is 
published along with all other promotional and support 
materials and services. PfF funds ensure that members 
have the channels to communicate with each other 
worldwide.

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals grew 
out of the Millenium Goals and were re-adopted by member 
countries in the fall of 2015 to continue to be worked on 
until 2030.

These goals are the basis of the Resolutions and 
Recommendations that have been adopted at the last two 
ACWW Triennials and I suspect will also be reflected in the 

Resolutions and Recommendations passed at the 2016 
Triennial Conference held in Warwick, England this year. 

ACWW is a member of the United Nations and supports 
these goals. In 2010, the ladies passed Resolutions for 
women’s need to access credit; to stop the use of plastic 
bags and reduce packaging; for financial management; 
and for retention of arable land for food production. A 
Recommendation was also made for tree planting. 

In 2013, they passed Resolutions regarding maternal health; 
stopping the use of Bisphenol A; registration of babies at 
birth; stopping the practice of female genital mutilation; 
stopping violence against women and girls; and eliminating 
the practice of victimizing women in conflict. They also 
made a Recommendation about e-waste recycling and 
disposal.  

Look on the United Nations website to learn more about 
these goals and try to work them into your program in 
October around International Day of Rural Women on 
October 15th or United Nations Day on October 24th. Since 
many of the Recommendations coming out of the ACWW 
Triennial involve women and girls, you might also discuss 
these around March 8th – International Women’s Day. Take 
some photos and invite guests. I think we would all like to 
hear about what you decide to do. 
Margaret Christenson can be reached by  
email (ron.christenson@vianet.ca) or  
phone (705-779-3996).

By International Officer, Margaret Christenson

Look on the United Nations website to learn more about these goals 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
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Oxford District WI
For many years, Oxford District WI Members have made and 
donated quality hand sewn quilts, blankets, bibs, etc. to the 
Children’s Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre for use 
in the hospital as well as for sale in the gift shop.

On April 5, 2016, at the OMAF meeting room in Woodstock, 
a committee of the Oxford District WI executive, consisting 
of ROSE Committee Coordinator Joyce Hill, President 
Sheila Greason, and Children’s Hospital Liaison Liz Harrison 
hosted and led a "train the trainers” sewing workshop for 
participants to learn how to make items currently on the 
Children’s Hospital Donation Wish List using the fabrics, 
patterns and methods specified by the hospital. Eighteen 
ladies, representing each of the 9 Branches in Oxford 
District (Southern Area), brought their sewing machines for 
this “hands-on” session.  Fabric (food, fun and fellowship 
too) was provided.  At the end of the afternoon, participants 
proudly displayed the burp bibs, slings and bead bags each 
had completed. 

Also attending were some friends of WI Members who 
had heard about the event and were eager to learn how to 
contribute their time and skills in a meaningful way.

This very successful workshop prepared attendees to lead a 
similar ROSE Session at their own WI Branch for one of their 
2016-2017 meetings and provide an opportunity to involve 
all WI Members and their friends in a worthy endeavour.
Pictured: Oxford District WI Members know how to pair learning with 
a good cause! 

Braemar WI
Members of the Braemar WI (Oxford District, Southern Area) 
met in the basement of Christ Church Huntingford (north 
of Woodstock) to participate in a sewing bee. Some were 
cutters and others were sewers. They did an impressive job 
creating burp bibs and bonding blankets for newborns, plus 
triangular slings for children needing support for perhaps a 
broken arm. These will be donated to the Children’s Hospital, 
a wing of the London Health Sciences Centre. The team 
work was awesome and everyone had a good time, with a 
break at noon for 
lunch. This event 
shows how many 
hands make light 
work.
Pictured: Braemar 
WI Members put 
their skills to good 
use, making special 
items for the 
Children’s Hospital.

Tec-We-Gwill WI
Tec-We-Gwill WI (Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt District, 
Simcoe Area) recently held its annual walk-a-thon for Camp 
Quality, raising over $16,000!  The Branch has been involved 
with this cause for approximately 20 years and every year 
they are able to raise between $15,000 and $16,000 for the 
camp, which is for children living with cancer. A week where 
they can enjoy the outdoors and experience “camp life” 
can be a relief for 
those children 
having to endure 
treatments and 
hospital visits.
Pictured: Tec-We-
Gwill WI Members 
are long-time 
supporters of Camp 
Quality.
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Eden Grove-Cargill WI
The Members of Eden Grove-Cargill 
WI (Bruce County District, Grey-
Bruce Area) have been busy making 
and donating a quilt to support Fort 
McMurray, Alberta following the 
devastating fires earlier this year. 
They have also donated quilts to 
Participation Lodge, Women’s House, 
the Pregnancy Centre, hospitals and 
shut-ins.

Pictured (L-R) in front: Marion Wallace, Edna 
Zettler, Marion Chesney, Ingrid Wilson, Katie 
Phillippi, Jessica Phillippi, Asa Meister, Jenny 
Chesney, Ferne Abell and Maxine Zettler.  
Back row: Sharon Fitzsimmons, Karen 
Thompson Riley, Marian Kuntz, Carolyn 
Abell, Margaret Donnelly, Lynn Schnurr, 
Audrey Craddock, Cathy Elphick and 
Pauline Cuneo. Missing: Annie Campbell, 
Corinne Dayman, Linda Freiburger, Alyssa 
Phillippi, Michelle Phillippi, Linda Abell and 
Sherry Wilson.

Thunder Bay District WI
The Thunder Bay District WI 
(Northwestern Area) was pleased 
to present scholarships at the St. 
Patrick's High School Graduation 
on June 16, 2016.  Congratulations 
to recipients Julie Hauth and Tiana 
Bedford.
Pictured (L-R):  Julie Hauth,  
Elizabeth Sutton (Northern  
Regional Board Director)  
and Tiana Bedford.

Sunnidale Corners WI
Members of Sunnidale Corners 
WI (Simcoe Centre-West District, 
Simcoe Area) successfully petitioned 
the Township of Clearview and the 
County of Simcoe to erect a new 
street light in their community.  The 
intersection was very dark and it was 
difficult to find the Concession 12 
Road off County Road 7.  The Branch 
is very proud of their accomplishment 
for the safety of home and country.
Pictured: Sunnidale Corners WI Members 
point to the newly erected street light in their community.

Burnstown WI
The Burnstown 
WI (Renfrew 
South District, 
Eastern Area) 
discovered the 
need for cancer 
hats in their 
community and 
decided to get 
involved. The 
call went out 
to find 100% 
cotton material.  
It was then 
decided to tie 
dye the white cotton material that was donated. Signe Kubiseski took charge 
and taught Members how to tie dye. The next step was to rinse out and dry the 
material, which Signe did at home. The following week Signe and Helen Gunn 
sewed 10 hats. The Burnstown WI plans to continue making the hats.

Pictured: Burnstown WI Members enjoyed taking part in this project 
to support those in need.
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HospitalityHOMES

Ontario Prince 

Edward

Island

M
anitobaNewfoundland

and Labrador

New Brunswick

Quebec
British Columbia

N
ova Scotia Alberta

HAS GONE NATIONAL!
Hospitality Homes are open to all WI Members and their companions for $15 
each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to take 

your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the Hospitality Homes Unity List, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts frequently for updates to this list.

Thank you  
to our Partners

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2016 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern 
Sandy Marshall 

Elizabeth Sutton

Eastern 
Sue Cushing 
Mary Inglis

Southern 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell 

Glenna Smith

 Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario

Upcoming Events at the Erland Lee Museum
Fall Marketplace – Saturday, October 1, 2016  /  10am – 3pm

Accordion Purse Size Photo Album Workshop 
Saturday, October 15, 2016  /  10am – 1pm 

Kids Halloween Party – Saturday, October 29, 2016  /  1pm – 4pm

Candlelight Spirit Walk – Saturday, October 29, 2016  /  7pm, 9pm, 11pm

Holiday Ornament Workshop – Sat. November 12, 2016  /  10am – 12 noon

Kids Gingerbread Christmas Program – November 27, December 4, 
December 17 & December 18  /  12:30pm and 2pm

Holiday Table Centerpiece Workshop – Saturday, December 10, 2016 
10am – 12 noon

Christmas Carol Sing – Sunday, December 11, 2016  /  2pm - 4pm

For more information contact: 
Phone: 905-662-2691 | Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland

For Your
information


