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It was a wonderful afternoon at 
the Erland Lee (Museum) Home on 
February 19, 2017 celebrating the 120th 
Anniversary of the Women’s Institute. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us 
in Stoney Creek, many who drove long 
distances. We were so happy to have you 
with us! To all WI Members who could 
not be with us in person, we hope you 
had a wonderful WI Day! For more on this 
celebration, see page 4.
Pictured above: Linda Hoy, President of the Federated 
Women's Institutes of Canada (FWIC) and Margaret 
Byl, President of the Federated Women's Institutes of 
Ontario (FWIO) in the Carriage House at the Erland 
Lee (Museum) Home on February 19, 2017.

WHERE’S ADDIE?
Adelaide Hoodless – “Addie” – is hidden 
somewhere inside this issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden! Can you 
find her??

CONTACT INFORMATION
FWIO Provincial Office (see left)
Administrator of FWIO 
Kim Sauder: kim@fwio.on.ca 
Program & Communications Manager 
Andrea Morrison: andream@fwio.on.ca
Museum Curator 
Alyssa Gomori: curator@fwio.on.ca
Advocacy Coordinator 
Hania White Ph: 905-301-4958 
hania.white@gmail.com
Digitizing Coordinator 
Irene Robillard Ph: 613-432-6987 
irener@renfrew.net
Executive Officer to FWIC  
Evelyn Peck Ph: 613-968-9402 
executiveofficertofwic@fwio.on.ca
International Officer 
Elsie Stephenson Ph: 705-866-2435 
ertoivo@persona.ca
Membership Coordinator 
Debbie Bauer Ph: 519-529-7820 
wdbauer@hurontel.on.ca
Public Relations Officer 
Mary Shortt Ph: 613-475-4045 
publicrelations@fwio.on.ca
Tweedsmuir Coordinator 
Eleanor Williams Ph: 519-229-8200 
willy@quadro.net

FWIO OFFICE HOURS
The Provincial Office is open  

Monday to Friday from 
10am to 4pm.

Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home Tours are available 

Thursday to Sunday 
from 10:30am to 4pm.
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Once again, the seasons are changing and Spring is 
on its way. Earlier this year, I had the honour and 

pleasure of attending the New Year’s Day Levee at Queen’s 
Park, hosted by the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. The 2017 year promises to 
be an exciting one with events celebrating Canada’s 150th 
Birthday and our own special WI milestone, which started 
with WI Day on the 19th of February. A special calendar 
sticker was created for WI Day and it is still available on the 
FWIO website.

The Books, Blankets and Bears project has been a success 
once again this year. Thank you to everyone who delivered 
packages where you felt they would be needed to comfort 
children. Your photos submitted to the Provincial Office 
were also appreciated and they were included in a slideshow 
at our “Tea at the Lee” event at the Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home on February 19th, as well as on Facebook. Special 
dignitaries were invited to our celebration and, thanks to 
the generous donation of Dan Lee and Judy Sowden, the 
chandelier in the Dining Room is now operating once again 
to shine its light on 120 years of WI, where it all began! 

Other events to look forward to in 2017 are the Provincial 
Conference and ACWW Canada Area Conference being 
held in Pembroke, Ontario where ACWW World President, 
Ruth Shanks, will be in attendance along with other special 
guests.

Our Canada 150 project’s book launch will take place at 
the Provincial Conference on June 20th. Order your copy 
of “Ordinary to Extraordinary – 150 stories as unique as the 
women who lived them” early to receive a discount and help 
offset printing costs.

Don’t forget to order your WI rose bush to commemorate 
WI’s 120th Anniversary. More information can be found on 
page 7.

The WI 120 project is underway – take a picture of any 
hall, monument or structure that the WI helped to build or 
fund and upload it to collections.fwio.on.ca in our virtual 
archives.

Thanks to the generosity of Hollie and Marlene Archer, the 
Black Smith Shop at the Erland Lee (Museum) Home will be 
renovated soon. Another part of history being preserved 
for our future generations! 

Special thanks to the Erland Lee (Museum) Home 
volunteers, FWIO Office staff and committee members for 
all of their hard work. They have done an amazing job.

Congratulations to the “Women Involved” of the new 
Board. I am looking forward to working together with 
them to build a stronger future for WI. What we do today 
becomes the history of tomorrow. How can you help to 
build a stronger FWIO? Invite one person to your Branch 
meeting, hold a ROSE Session or share your issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden with a friend or neighbour. 
Remember that we also send an extra copy to each Branch. 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; 
working together is Success.” - Henry Ford

Looking to the future and wishing you all the best for a 
Happy 2017! 

For Home & Country,  
Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 

Mark your  
calendars!

FWIO Provincial 
Conference

June 20-22, 2017  
in Pembroke

ACWW Canada  
Area Conference

June 23-25, 2017  
in Pembroke

Annual General  
Meeting

November 30 &  
December 1, 2017  
in Kingston
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FWIO President Attends New Year’s Day Levee 
at Queen’s Park 
FWIO President, Margaret Byl, celebrated 2017 by representing 
the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario at the Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario's New Year's Levee. 

The New Year’s Levee took place on Sunday, January 1, 2017 in 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Suite at Queen’s Park in Toronto.

This annual event provides a unique opportunity for the public 
to meet Her Majesty’s representative in Ontario, learn about the 
Lieutenant Governor’s role and responsibilities, and enjoy local 
entertainment. 
Pictured: FWIO President, Margaret Byl, with The Honourable Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell.

On February 19, 2017, FWIC President, Linda Hoy, 
joined FWIO President, Margaret Byl, at the Erland 

Lee (Museum) Home in Stoney Creek, Ontario for “Tea at 
the Lee” and a special presentation to celebrate the 120th 
Anniversary of the Women's Institute. 

Attendees included Paul Miller, MPP; Fred Eisenberger, 
Mayor of Hamilton; Brenda Johnson, Hamilton City 
Councillor; Wendy Hamilton, FWIC Executive Director; 
Alyssa Gomori, Erland Lee Museum Curator and many other 
honourable dignitaries, Provincial Officers, staff, volunteers 
and friends.

Margaret Byl declared February 19th as WI Day and asked that our Members of Parliament, both at the Provincial and 
Federal levels, help support us in this endeavour. 

After the initial presentation, dignitaries were invited to attend a re-lighting of the chandelier in the dining room of the 
Erland Lee (Museum) Home, where it all began in 1897. The ceremony was recorded on Facebook Live so that the guests 
and WI Members throughout the world would be able to see it. The honoured guests were asked to sign the guest book 
which was positioned on the original dining room table, next to the First Constitution & Minute Book of the Women's 
Institute. 

Guests then retired to the Carriage House for cake and refreshments. Special thanks to our FWIO Staff, Volunteers and our 
Sisters in WI for the wonderful work that they continue to do to promote the living history, ideals and work of the Women's 
Institute movement, For Home and Country. 

Special remembrance of Charlotte Johnson was given, who passed away January 8, 2017. Charlotte served as President of 
FWIO from 1983 - 1986 and President of FWIC from 1994 - 1997. 

By Margaret Byl, 
FWIO President

Women’s Institute 

Celebrates 120 years

Pictured: Paul Miller, MPP for Hamilton East-Stoney Creek 
presents a certificate to FWIO President, Margaret Byl,  

in recognition of the WI’s 120th Anniversary.
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On Sunday, December 11, 2016, the Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home welcomed members of the public to its Annual 
Carol Sing and for the official recognition of the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation (OTF) Grant received by the Museum 
earlier in the year. Livia Martin, Niagara Grant Review Team 
Chair, was on hand to congratulate the Erland Lee Museum 
Committee and to hear more about the uses of this grant. 
Sam Oosterhoff, MPP for Niagara West-Glanbrook was 
unable to attend but sent a scroll and greetings.

In his letter to the Erland Lee (Museum) Home, Oosterhoff 
noted “that the preservation of historical documents 
and pictures is vitally important to our culture and future 
generations as a snapshot of our cultural, social and 
economic heritage”.

In her role as Chair of the OTF Niagara Grant Review Team, 
Livia Martin noted the many contributions to the Museum 
that this grant has provided to help make communities 
healthier and more vibrant.

“The impact of this Capital Grant cannot be stressed 
enough” said Barbara Weese, then Chair of the Erland Lee 
Museum Committee. Some of the items that this grant 
made possible were signage on the Queen Elizabeth Way 
as well as portable signage at the Museum. This latter 
signage can be customized to fit the occasion – a welcome 
sign and an events schedule just to name 2 examples. As 
well as a new computer for the Curator, Alyssa Gomori, a 

Museum 
Happenings

specialized program has been purchased to allow for the 
tracking of all aspects of the collection. Of special note was 
the acquisition of specialized archival storage equipment. 
This allows for the handling of pictures, letters, etc. by 
researchers without worry of damaging them. In the future, 
people wishing to donate pictures and letters depicting the 
history of the Lee family and/or the members of the first 
Stoney Creek Women’s Institute can do so with confidence 
that they will be preserved in a safe manner.

The leading grant making foundation in Canada, the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation strengthens the capacity of the 
voluntary sector through investments in community-based 
initiatives. An agency of the Government of Ontario, OTF 
builds healthy and vibrant communities: www.otf.ca

Live History Returns to the Museum
The Erland Lee (Museum) Home is very excited to welcome 
Live History back for performances on April 8 & 9, 2017. It’s 
going to be an experience you'll always remember!

With their unique and immersive, site-specific "escape 
room" style of theatre, Live History invites you to take a 
journey back In Time:

It's February 1897, and Janet and Erland Lee are getting 
ready to attend the very first Women's Institute meeting, to 
be held in downtown Stoney Creek. Many of you have met 
at their home to assist in preparations, but shortly before 
the meeting is to start, everything has gone wrong: Erland 
has come down with a terrible cold, the sleigh needs a 
repair, some invitations haven't gone out, and some of the 
invited guests are having issues of their own. You must band 
together and help the Lees and their household complete 
all the tasks, or they may not make it to the meeting, and 
as a result, the history of the Women's Institute will be 
changed forever.

History could be changed. Time is running out. Will you be 
In Time? 

For show times and ticket prices, contact the Museum at 
905-662-2691 or erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca.

Erland Lee Museum Receives $17,000 Trillium Grant

Pictured (L-R): Margaret Byl (FWIO President), Lynda Brooker 
(Hamilton Board Director), Shirley Froman, Barbara Weese, Cleda 
Yachetti, Lynn Robinson, Barb Stones and Livia Martin (OTF 
Niagara Grant Review Team Chair).
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Off we went to England, Scotland and Wales on August 
4, 2016 for 12 days of adventure before attending the 
ACWW Triennial Conference in Warwick. What a time we 
had; staying in castles, seeing Stonehenge, attending the 
Military Tattoo in Edinburgh, watching falconry shows, 
knights jousting and the list goes on. There were seven 
of us on this fantastic adventure. What a time of fun and 
fellowship we had. If you were a shopper, how you would 
have enjoyed yourself. Our tour guide was informative, the 
food was very good and the accommodations excellent. 
Attending the ACWW Conference at Warwick University 
put the finishing touch to a most enjoyable trip.

After the Conference, 15 of us took the train up to Edinburgh, 
Scotland for the beginning of a nine-day tour. We heard 
the pipes, saw highland dancing, the presentation of the 
haggis (got to taste it too), walked the Royal Mile and saw 
the Military Tattoo. We spent a couple of hours at the 
majestic Dunrobin Castle (1300’s). My, what a view from the 
castle windows over the formal gardens to the North Sea. 
A ferry ride took us to the Orkney Islands where one of the 
sites was the remains of a Neolithic village. Now that was 
interesting! Of course we went to Loch Ness – didn't see 
Nessie though. We saw battlefields, crossed to the Isle of 
Skye, saw castles, watched a farmer work his sheep dogs 
and thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Scotland. 

Where to next? The absolute trip of a lifetime – Iceland: 
Land of Fire & Ice – August 27 to September 4, 2017. This 
is going to be a fantastic trip! Interested? Contact Arthena 
Hecker at arthena_hecker@hotmail.com or 705-246-2377.

Pictured (L-R), front row: Donna Russett, Joan Holthe, Maida 
Hawley, Cecilia Maines, Dorothy MacDonald, Evelyn Peck, Verna 
Bird and Frances Bogner. Back row: Gerald Russett, Larry Holthe, 
Grant Maines, Leila Pettigrew, Elizabeth Sutton, Myrl Hawley and 
Arthena Hecker.

Don’t Miss the 2017 Provincial and 
ACWW Canada Area Conferences!
Location: Best Western Pembroke Inn, Pembroke, 
Ontario

FWIO Provincial Conference – June 20-22, 2017 
Theme: "Our Journey to 2017 - Past, Present and 
Future"

ACWW Canada Area Conference – June 23-25, 2017 
Theme: "Women Helping Women for 90 Years...and 
Beyond"

In December 2016, a package was sent to Branches 
containing the registration information for the 2017 
Provincial Conference, the ACWW Canada Area 
Conference and the pre-order information for the 
“Ordinary to Extraordinary” book containing 150 ‘Real 
Life Stories’ from the Provincial Canada 150 Project. All 
of this information is available on the FWIO website 
and in recent E-Blasts.

Members from other provinces have registered, along 
with the Associated Country Women of the World 
(ACWW) President, the ACWW Canada Area President, 
the ACWW USA Area President, the FWIC President, 
and the Indiana Homemakers Exchange.

The Provincial Conference commences on the evening 
of June 20th with Dinner, the Official Opening and the 
launch of the Provincial Canada 150 Project book.

Wednesday and Thursday will have a varied program of 
speakers, (Women’s Institute, ACWW, FWIC, as well as 
from the community), table discussions, a Q&A Session 
with the Provincial Board and a review of Women’s 
Institutes 120 years of achievement. The Wednesday 
evening entertainment will feature music from the 
Ottawa Valley along with Fiddler and Step Dancing. 
Friday will include tours to Ottawa and the opening 
ceremonies to the ACWW Canada Area Conference. 
Saturday and Sunday will include speakers, discussion 
groups and entertainment. 

The Final Registration Deadline for both 
Conferences is April 30, 2017.
The Best Western hotel is situated on the corner of 
Highway 41 and Trans Canada Highway 17. 

For touring information on the Ottawa Valley:

• 1-800-757-6580

• www.ottawavalley.travel

FWIO Travel By Arthena Hecker
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Get Your 
Very Own 
Women’s 

Institute Rose! 
FWIO has ordered 200 
WI rose bushes, which 

will be ready for spring 
2017 delivery. 

Pre-order for the 
price of $25 + HST. 
We are requesting 

a $10 deposit on all 
pre-orders, or you 

may pay in full. Please 
send a cheque to 

the Provincial Office, 
payable to FWIO. If you 

have any questions, 
please contact  
905-662-2691. 

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of 
Dorothy Charlotte Johnson on January 8, 2017 in 
Cochrane, Ontario at the age of 91.

As a child, Charlotte attended Women’s Institute meetings 
with her mother and became a Member shortly after her marriage in 1947. 

Charlotte held most positions at the Branch, District and Area levels. She 
was elected Provincial Board Director for the Cochrane-Temiskaming Area in 
1980 and, in 1983, was elected Provincial President. One of her first duties as 
President was to present a quilt made by WI Members to the Ontario Legislature 
in honour of the Bicentennial of Ontario. 

As Provincial President, she attended council meetings in London, England 
and in Edinburgh, Scotland. She attended the ACWW Conference in 1983 and, 
in 1986, she led the Ontario delegation to the ACWW Conference in Killarney, 
Ireland. 

In 1982, Charlotte received a volunteer award from the town of Cochrane and, 
in 1985, she received the Bicentennial medal for community volunteerism. In 
1985, she also received her Life Membership in the Clute Women’s Institute 
and, in 1989, a Life Membership in the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario.

Charlotte was President of the Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada (FWIC) 
from 1994-1997.

Charlotte is remembered as being a visionary; someone with great ideas who 
was always thinking one step ahead. She was quiet but determined and had 
the ability to fight for things, all with a sense of calmness. She always thought 
things over carefully and, if she felt the need to critique something, she always 
had an idea ready for how it could be improved. In times when her suggestions 
did not receive the best reactions, she was usually proved to be right in the 
end. She also had a real sense of humour.

It was Charlotte’s idea to host the 90th Anniversary of the Women’s Institute 
in North Bay in 1987. When someone questioned whether it might be a bit 
far north for some people, Charlotte pointed out that it would be quite a 
trek south for others. It turned out to be a wonderful event with over 1,000 
Members in attendance. 

Professionally, Charlotte was an educator and also helped run a family business, 
Cochrane Sports and Marine Supply. She took great pride in her family and 
felt her greatest achievement was raising her children and seeing them 
become successful in their chosen fields. “If we can see our children be happy, 
productive citizens, then we should all be proud and satisfied,” she once said.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to all of Charlotte's family and friends.

In Memory of
Charlotte Johnson 

FWIO President 1983-1986
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Branch Profile 
ALMA WI

History in the Making
By Ruth Grose & Margaret Hall

By way of encouragement of Mrs. Mabel Trask, the Alma 
Women’s Institute (currently Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) was formed in 1973 with the assistance of Mrs. 
Rose Schneider and Mrs. Jean Austin. Mabel was 77 years 
of age and as our local historian became the first curator. 
She was well prepared to carry on the tradition of Lady 
Tweedsmuir.

Recording history was Mabel’s past-time and many 
articles and pictures had already been saved in her many 
scrapbooks and diaries that she kept from her youth. Mabel, 
along with Ruth Grose, visited many cemeteries, schools, 
families and businesses gathering community information 
to be recorded. She attended many local functions just to 
talk to people.

Soon our Tweedsmuir History grew to eighty pages and it 
became time to introduce our book to the community. A 
Tweedsmuir Tea was organized and the invitation went out 
to all. Due to this, interest was stimulated and many family  
and family farm histories were written for us. The committee 
included Mrs. Mabel Smith, Mrs. Bessie Bosomworth, Mrs. 
Margaret Hall and Mrs. Ruth Grose.

Ruth spent many hours typing stories, printing pictures and 
organizing the contents and chapters.

A proposal was put to the WI membership that we were 
ready to have our Tweedsmuir published. “Our Heritage: 
The History of Alma and District” was the title chosen.

Reflecting on the success of Alma WI’s first venture into 
publishing, Ruth Grose recalls the “learning experience” 

as we moved forward and our first book of 190 pages was 
ready for sale.

In the front of the book, our historian, Mabel Trask, is 
quoted: “Histories are books of Historical Facts about a 
given community and its people to be used and treasured 
by that community. Communities are gradually losing their 
identities as regional government and cities engulf us, so 
their histories will be our link with the past. Pioneering 
means labour and doing with little or whatever is at hand 
and this our forebearers did in hope of a better life. And 
we in our remembering of their labours have reason for 
Thanksgiving.”

Our book was unveiled to the community at Alma’s 
Bicentennial Celebration in 1984 before Mrs. Trask passed 
away in October 1987.

Mrs. Enid Whale, Mabel’s daughter, continued to gather and 
write articles for the Tweedsmuir until she passed away in 
October 2013.

We have continued the legacy of Mabel Trask and on 
October 2, 2014, we unveiled book #2, containing 390 pages.

Pictured: Mabel Trask 
with book #1 in 1984.

Great news! FWIO's discount on print and copy services has increased from 
10% to 20%! This is a temporary increase (until fall 2017), however, if our 
combined spending reaches $5,000 we can stay at this level. Be sure to send 
in your Staples receipts whenever you take advantage of this discount so 
we can track our spending.  Please visit the Members Section of the FWIO 
website to access the new FWIO Business Discount Card number.Thank you 
to Rie Van Steeg and the Strathroy Staples for arranging this discount in 
honour of the WI's 120th Anniversary this year!

MEMBER BENEFIT

8 



The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $613,000 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 – Dolly Parton

“I never tried quitting, 
and I never 
quit trying”

Coningsby WI Members Meet 
the Calendar Girls! 
Cindi Rabstein and Marbeth McLean 
are Members of the Coningsby WI 
(Wellington-Halton District, Guelph 
Area). Marbeth is a new Member of the 
Branch and had never been to England, 
so the 2016 ACWW Triennial Conference 
provided the perfect opportunity. 

Their trip was for 25 days and they had 6 days in London where they saw all of 
the sites, including a visit to the hospital where Cindi trained as an RN and the 
hospital in St. Thomas which was founded by Florence Nightingale. The ladies 
then went to Sway, a little village near the Isle of Wight where Cindi’s 97-year-
old godmother lives. She still drives and took them to the island and around 
the castle and enjoyed lunch at the yacht club. Later, they visited Gloucester 
and the cathedral where Cindi was married. In Lincolnshire, they met up with 
their twin Branch, Coningsby, toured the Lincoln Cathedral and had tea with 
their Federation. They reunited with 9 Members who came to Canada in 2015 
to celebrate Coningsby WI’s 110th Anniversary. 

Two Members drove Cindi and Marbeth to the University of Warwick, where the 
fun continued at the conference. What a treat it was for them to meet the original 
Calendar Girls at the conference! As you probably recall, these ladies created an 
“Alternative WI Calendar” in 2000 to raise money for leukemia research and their 
success became the inspiration for the 2003 motion picture, Calendar Girls.
Pictured (L-R): Marbeth McLean and Cindi Rabstein with the original Calendar girls at the 
ACWW Triennial Conference, Warwick, England.

Amherst Island WI Holds Annual Family Event
At their Saturday morning market on the August 
long weekend, the Amherst Island WI (Lennox & 
Addington District, Kingston Area) organizes an event 
for island families, many of whom have children and 
grandchildren home for a visit. Members volunteer 
as clowns, face painters, musicians, race and game 
organizers. They also have a Tug of War and a 
Scavenger Hunt. The Kids Day event usually attracts 
about 40 participants and has been so well-received 
that the Members love to repeat it year after year!
Pictured: Children take part in one of the many fun games at the family event.

Russell Village WI Member 
Appreciates Hospitality Home
Recently, my husband and I had 
the distinct pleasure of staying in 
the "Hospitality Home" of Dick and 
Joan Williams. We were met with 
such warmth and enthusiasm that 
I wanted to thank Joan and Dick 
publicly. My daughter was with us 
as she had insisted that we had to 
see the Vineyards and Breweries in 
Prince Edward County. We were not 
disappointed.

The Williams' home, the heritage 
home of Joan's parents, was a 
museum. Our eyes feasted on family 
treasures from old-fashioned quilts to 
grandpa's baby shoes, Joan's dresses 
hand-made for her when she was 
just a small girl, spinning wheels 
and all sorts of practical artifacts 
used by their families. A wood stove 
kept the home warm and fresh 
duck simmering in the pot. We were 
regaled with stories past, present, 
and future. Our 24-year-old daughter 
was welcomed like one of their own.

Once again, WI has given me one of 
the most memorable experiences 
of my life. Thank you - Jane Adlard, 
Russell Village WI

Dick and Joan Williams
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Central Area WI
Ahead of the Central Area Convention on October 20, 2016, 
delegates gathered for a tour of the Fiddlehead Care Farm, 
located not far from Orangeville. Members greatly appre-
ciated the tour and what two young women, Stephanie 
Deaken and Breanne Mathers, are accomplishing and hope 
to achieve in the future.

The Fiddlehead Care Farm is an innovative, therapeutic farm 
that provides counselling services, animal-assisted therapy, 
nature exploration, and learning opportunities for children, 
youth and young adults with developmental, physical, 
behavioural and mental health needs in a caring, supportive 
environment. Their website is  
www.fiddleheadcarefarm.com.
Pictured, back row (L-R): Helen Brett, 
Brenda Shirley, Debbie Fawcett, 
Roberta Mitchell, Joanne Lambert, 
Lynn Holliday, Jan Kowski, Joy Trimble 
and Stephanie Deaken (Founder, who 
lives on the farm with her husband 
and two children). Front row: Breanne 
Mathers (Founder), Gayle Atkin, Hania 
White and Linda Smith.

Prince Edward District WI
On November 12, 2016, the Prince Edward 
District WI (Trent Valley Area) hosted a ROSE 
Session Workshop, "Making Wine Jellies". District 
ROSE Coordinator, Nancy Wood, began the 
afternoon by welcoming everyone and 
leading the group in the Mary Stewart 
Collect. 

The workshop featured 3 different 
activities. Everyone participated in 
making a batch of wine jelly and learned how to sterilize the jars as well as the hot water bath process, which was demonstrated 
by Hillier WI Member, Lorraine Fullum-Bouchard. This was followed by a "taste testing table" hosted by Cherry Valley WI 
Member, Wilma deWolde. Everyone sampled an assortment of delicious wine jellies, deciding which one they liked the best 
(some liked all of them)! The third activity was a "craft table" hosted by Mountain View WI Members Nancy Wood and Susan 
Donly, where everyone worked on decorating their wine jelly jars and gained many ideas for gift giving. 

Each participant took home a jar of their homemade wine jelly along with a recipe booklet of wine jellies. The workshop 
concluded with a draw for a lovely basket filled with goodies. The ROSE Session was attended by 29 people and was a great 
success with an afternoon filled with lots of fun, laughter and enjoyable fellowship.

Pictured: Participants decorate their jars to 
look festive for the holidays.

Grand Bend WI
Grand Bend WI (Huron South District, Southern Area) Mem-
bers were taught the Art of Zentangle at their September 
2016 meeting. Zentangle is a method of drawing simple re-
peating patterns and the activity helps to decrease stress 
and enhance creativity. Zentangles are usually done in black 
and white.

Several ladies joined the Branch for this hands-on meeting, 
which was demonstrated by Ellen Fisher.
Pictured (L-R): Ellen Fisher 
and Karen Waters.
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Huron Perth District WI
Huron Perth District WI (Guelph 
Area) held its annual Ladies 
Night Out event at the Listowel 
Agricultural Hall on November 3, 
2016. The theme was “Colourful 
Inspirations” and featured a 
delicious roast beef dinner, 
followed by three awesome 
guest speakers to entertain 
and educate. Steve Stacey, 
Director of Fundraising and 
Communications for the Local Community Food Centre in Stratford, spoke first, 
followed by Jeanine Leutenegger, the dynamic owner and operator of Fresh 
Xpress. Jeanine’s truck is filled with fresh local food, homemade bread and 
regular household items and she makes stops at many locations throughout the 
area. The final speaker was Tanya Olson, a very inspiring and courageous lady, 
who spoke of how she lived through breast cancer and the tattoos that helped 
tell her story and heal. There were 125 guests from more than twelve different WI 
Branches in Huron Perth and Wellington Counties.

Dunrobin WI
According to Dunrobin WI (Carleton District, 
Eastern Area), they just might have the oldest and 
youngest Members in Ontario. Juanita Snelgrove 
had her 100th birthday in May 2016 and Bethany 
Braun had a baby in October 2016. Although a bit 
young to join officially, baby Weston sure makes a 
cute honourary Member. 
Pictured: Bethany Braun, Juanita Snelgrove and baby 
Weston at the Branch’s Christmas party on December 5, 
2016.

North Emily WI
On October 19, 2016, the North Emily 
WI (Victoria West District, Central 
Area) held a ROSE Session about the 
Underground Railroad.   They had 21 
Members, 22 guests and 9 Addies (the 
Branch’s junior group) in attendance.

After the speaker had completed her 
program, the Addies revealed that 
they had taken time over the summer 
to make a quilting square and learn 
what it meant and how it helped 
direct the slaves to freedom. One 
by one, they told about their square 
and at the conclusion they presented 
the Branch with a finished quilt to be 
displayed in their hall.

Gillies Hill WI
There’s nothing dull about a WI meeting when the Gillies Hill WI (Bruce County 
District, Grey-Bruce Area)  get together! Pictured are only a  few Members at 
their February meeting as they gathered at a Member's home for a Mardi 
Gras Party - and party they did, starting off with a fabulous meal 
prepared by their hostess and her co-convener.  The 
menu consisted of Hurricane Punch, a main 
course of  Jambalaya,  Cheese and Jalapeno 
Cornbread, Bayou Bean Salad, Carnival Cole 
Slaw and King Cake for dessert.  What a 
great way to take away the winter blues! 
There hadn’t been much sunshine this 
year until this day together, but the 
sun kept on shining every day since. 
Coincidence? The ladies think not. In 
fact, they think it’s proof of the power 
of a great group of women.  

Pictured (L-R): Linda Stewart, Ria Stewart,  
Nancy Baxter and Amanda Gowing.

Pictured below, back row (L-R): Marie 
Wilkins, Janice Hammell, Linda Keith, 
Janette Wagner, Karen Thomson and Sandy 
Linton.  Seated: Margaret McDonald and 
Ruth Davey. Margaret was  crowned  "Queen 
for the day"  after finding the money in her 
piece of "King Cake"!

Pictured: The Addies display their 
finished quilt. 
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Goulds WI
Goulds WI (Perth 
South District, 
Southern Area) 
held their Fall 
ROSE Session 
on November 
22, 2016 at Knox Presbyterian Church in Mitchell on the 
progress of the Stratford-Perth Residential Hospice Project. 
Dennis Young, assisted by Pat Wouters, walked participants 
through the steps taken, reasons for better palliative care, 
operating conditions in the present Hospice Homes in 
Ontario and plans for similar care in new local hospices,  
to be built in Stratford and Clinton. Topics also discussed 
were operational costs, capital estimates, sustainability, 
preparation work needed and the Huron-Perth Solution. 
Husbands, friends and fellow WI Branches in Perth South 
District all enjoyed this free and informative meeting and 
lunch. Thirty-five people were present for this session.
Pictured in back (L-R): Dennis Young (speaker), Marlene Archer, 
Marg French, Renata Rose, Marion McKay and Pat Wouters 
(speaker). Front: Hollie Archer and Jean Morris.

Bethel WI
Bethel WI (Lanark 
South District, 
Eastern Area) held 
a ROSE Session on 
"History Women in 
Agriculture, Step 
Back in Time,"  on 
October 11, 2016 in Maberly.  Ladies dressed in period cos-
tume, displayed articles from grandma’s kitchen no longer 
in use due to better technology, and old doll costumes knit-
ted by Member Diane Herns. The guest speaker was Clare 
Beckton who was named one of the top 100 most powerful 
women in Canada in 2008 and 2012.  She is Executive Direc-
tor of the Centre for Women in Politics & Public Leadership 
at Carleton University, a former law professor and has held 
roles such as Assistant Deputy Attorney General in Justice 
Canada and Deputy Head of Status of Women Canada. She 
has written a book called, “Own it, Your Success, Your Fu-
ture, Your Life.” The meeting was advertised in the local pa-
pers and there was great attendance, with even one male 
attending. Admission was free and door prizes and great 
snacks were enjoyed by all.
Pictured, front row (L-R): Eleanor Munro and Josephine Van Alstine. 
Back row (L-R): Diane Herns, Dayle Van Alstine, Rosetta McInnes, 
Edith Beaulieu, Betty Kelford, Clare Beckton and Rosemary Kralik.

Big Lake WI
Congratulations to the Members of Big Lake WI (Manitoulin 
District, North Central Area) who recently celebrated the 
Branch’s 110th Anniversary! To recognize this very special 
milestone, Members gathered at the North 46 Restaurant 
located in the Manitoulin Hotel and Conference Centre 
in Little Current. Included in the celebrations was Alvern 
Nighswander who has been a dedicated Member of the 
Big Lake WI for over 60 years. Branch Members are proud 
of their contributions to the local community and for their 
amazing contributions to Canada Comforts.
Pictured (L-R): President Carrene English, Linda Farquhar, Marlene 
Dewar, Shirley Baldelli, Alvern Nighswander, Moira Elsley, Pat 
Dryden, Barb Hay, Audrey Haggart, and Lorene Martell. Missing: 
Christine Marsh, Diane Williamson and Betty Heis.

Prescott District WI
Cassburn WI (Eastern Area) nominated Member Evelyn 
Bernique for the Woman of Excellence Fair Award for 
Prescott District. Evelyn was recognized for making a 
significant contribution to the Vankleek Hill Fair and 
District One Fairs. Evelyn also contributes time to Meals on 
Wheels, Fiddle & Dance 
Association, The Russell 
Gauley Breakfast for 
Cancer, and her church, to 
name a few. Evelyn is an 
outstanding community 
builder and is a deserving 
recipient of this award. 
Congratulations Evelyn!
Pictured: Judy Henderson 
presents Evelyn Bernique 
with the Woman of 
Excellence Fair Award at the 
Vankleek Hill Fair in August 
2016.
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R E A L  L I F E  S T O R I E S  U P D A T E

Your book now has a name - Ordinary to Extraordinary: 150 Stories as unique 
as the women who lived them. The length of the book will be about 300 pages, 
with some photos. The book launch will be on Tuesday, June 20, 2017, the first 
night of the Provincial Conference. There will also be an e-book available shortly 
afterwards.

The stories range from a single incident to a full life story; from ordinary life to 
tragic events; from the horrific to the humorous. There are stories of childhood, 
immigration to Canada, meeting their love, and life’s struggles. And, of 
course, there are stories recounting the role of the WI in our lives; our pride of 
accomplishments and support for our communities. 

The regular price for the printed book will be $25, but there is a special 
introductory offer of $20 until the book launch. 

To help cover the printing costs, we asked Branches to order books before March 
31, 2017. Each Branch received an order form with the Provincial and ACWW 
Canada Area Conferences mailout in December 2016. 

The list of successful authors and the order form is also on our website. Thanks to 
those who  sent their story – 350 in all. I wish all could have been included.

By Canada 150 Chair, Irene Robillard

Have photos of the WI halls, monuments, and other structures in your community been added to our collection yet? We are 
trying to document as many as possible across the province for the Provincial Conference in June 2017.

Submit by clicking on 'Share Your Story' on the left hand side of the Virtual Archives page. See our website in the ‘history 
keeping projects’ under the History tab for more information and instructions.

Let’s capture our community involvement for the world to see!

Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net) or phone (613-432-6987).

WI120 Project Reminder
By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard
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GREAT IDEA! At the AGM in December, Debbie Bauer 
(Membership Coordinator) shed some light on a very 
useful tool for promoting your event. There is a minimal 
cost (starting at $4.00) but has the potential of reaching a 
large number of people within your local area. It is “BOOST 
POST” on your Facebook page. Create your event or post 
information on your next meeting and then BOOST it to 
reach people on Facebook in your area. Thanks, Debbie, for 
sharing this great information. I challenge all Branches to 
give it a try!

GOING OLD SCHOOL: Here is some information on writing 
a press release that might also be helpful when using 
traditional forms of communication for your program 
or event. A template of a press release will be posted on 
the FWIO website along with a Checklist when planning 
promotion of an event.

PRESS RELEASE: Canada 150 & WI 120 provide lots of 
opportunities for events! In most situations, you will want 
to spend your time focusing on media. Begin by identifying 
all the local newspapers, magazines, radio and TV stations 
in your area.

A press release provides reporters with information containing 
the basics needed to develop a news story. Anything 
deliberately sent to a reporter or media source is considered 
a press release, however, a standard format is efficient and 
increases the odds of getting the publicity they desire. 

The announcements should be kept short, be typewritten 
and double spaced. The contact person's name and 
telephone number should be located in the top left-hand 
corner. All material should be dated and sent in before the 
media deadline.

It should include:

✔	Headline – used to grab the attention of journalists 
and briefly summarize the news.

✔	Dateline – contains the release date and the city/town 
where it is released. 

✔	 Introduction – first paragraph that generally gives 
basic answers to the questions of WHO is your target 
audience? WHAT are you offering? WHEN & WHERE is it 
being held? WHY should people come and participate 
in what you are doing? HOW can people participate, 
benefit and contribute to WI projects?

✔	Body – further explanation, background, or other 
details relevant to the news.

✔	Boilerplate – generally a short “about” section 
providing information on the organization.

✔	Close – Traditionally the “###” symbol is used after the 
boilerplate and before the media contact information 
indicating that the release has ended.

✔	Media contact information – name, phone number, 
email address, mailing address, or other contact 
information for contact person.

Call or visit each media office. Make an appointment with 
the person who will be handling the news from your 
organization. Learn the following:

• the name of the contact person and his/her title, phone 
and fax numbers and address. 

• the type of information each media outlet uses. 
Newspapers often run feature stories, organization 
news, letters to the editor and community calendars. 
Radio stations air announcements, interviews and 
discussion programs. TV stations program public service 
announcements, interview shows and local news. 

• who their audience is. 

• the policies for submitting information: how often they 
will use your material, what the deadlines are, whether 
information should be phoned in or submitted in writing, 
and what the possibilities are of a media contact coming 
out to your group to do an occasional feature story. 

When speaking with each media contact person, give 
your name, address, telephone number, the name of your 

By Public Relations Officer,  
Mary Shortt
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organization and a brief outline of 
its objectives.

Releases should be sent two 
weeks before the deadline date. 
A follow-up phone call can be 
made to the editor to further 
discuss coverage of the event or 
any questions. When material 
you provide is not published or 
broadcasted, politely find out 
why. This will help eliminate 
problems in the future.

Be patient. Sending a press release 
is like fishing. Not every editor or 
reporter will bite. You may have to 
rewrite the release and try again 
or wait until you have another 
event, announcement, or idea to 
submit. 

Make sure our Mission Statement 
is on everything you give the 
public.

Yours for Home and Country, 
Mary Shortt

Mary Shortt can be reached by 
phone at 613-475-4045 or by email 
at publicrelations@fwio.on.ca.

Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt District WI
Members of the Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt District WI (Simcoe Area) had a great 
time at Oro World's Fair in September 2016!   The Women’s Institute float was 
adorned with blue and yellow balloons and yellow mums, as well as the District’s 
banner. Clowes WI Members, Elaine Simpson and Darlene Cousins, have since 
updated the banner to reflect the District’s new name. Simcoe South and Simcoe 
Kempenfeldt Districts amalgamated in 2013 and include the Branches of Bond 
Head, Clowes, Craighurst, Crown Hill, Guthrie, Hawkestone, Mitchell Square, Tec-
We-Gwill and Thornton. 

Lennox & Addington District WI 
The July 2016 ROSE E-NEWS featured “Fireworks in a Jar”, a fun experiment 
to do with children. Lennox & Addington District WI (Kingston Area) followed 
through with this idea and participated in Culture Days, a Canada-wide event 
that encourages awareness of arts and culture in our own communities. It 
coincided with Napanee’s 
Scarecrow Festival on 
October 1, 2016. They 
simplified the experiment, 
using only water, oil and 
food colouring, and the 30 
children who participated 
in this hands-on activity 
had a great time. This was 
a wonderful opportunity to 
promote Women’s Institute 
through the District’s 
display and handouts of 
pamphlets and bookmarks.

Pictured: Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt District WI Members were all smiles on the Women’s 
Institute float at the 2016 Oro World’s Fair.

Pictured: Member Nancy Strugnell assists 
5-year-old Deacon with his experiment.
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Since 1996, the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario have recognized the significant contributions made by women in 
agriculture at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair by presenting them with the prestigious Woman of Excellence in Agriculture 
Award.

This award is open to all Ontario women currently involved in agriculture, the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair and their 
community, for example through 4-H, fair boards or the plowing match.

The 2016 winner was Mary Elmhirst from Keene, Ontario (Indian River) and a 
Member of Westwood WI (Peterborough District, Trent Valley Area). Agriculture 
and community have always been important to Mary. At the age of five, she 
rode her pony, Dainty, at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair and was honoured 
as the show’s youngest rider. Mary was raised on a dairy farm and married a 
beef farmer. She was a staunch supporter of breed organizations and she first 
participated by supervising the “Shorthorn Lassies” at the Royal. Later, after 
becoming a Hereford breeder, she helped host a dinner at the Royal for out-of-
province Hereford Queens.

At the Royal in 1996, Mary presented the “Woman of Excellence in Agriculture 
Award” to the very first recipient. She then served as a Royal Agricultural Winter 
Fair director representative from Women’s Institute for the next three years. Mary 
has continued to work with programs such as “Farm Comes to Town”, Agriculture 
Societies, Cattlemen’s Association and of course Women’s Institute.

By Glenna Smith, 
Award Chair, 2016

90th Anniversary Scholarship

To assist a WI Member who seeks 
self-improvement and personal 
enrichment through the education 
system as a full or part-time student. 
Value: $1,000

FWIO Provincial Scholarship

To assist a first-year student 
furthering their formal education on 
a full-time basis at a post-secondary 
institution. Value: $1,000

Helen M. McKercher Scholarship

To assist a graduate student 
pursuing a post-graduate degree 
in Family and Consumer Studies, 
Home Economics or in a related 
program. Value: $1,200

For scholarship requirements please see  
www.fwio.on.ca/fwio-scholarships

Woman of Excellence in Agriculture 
Award

FWIO invites you to recognize a 
deserving woman who is involved 
in agriculture, the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair and her community. The 
winner will be FWIO’s guest of honour 
at the Tribute to Agricultural Excellence 
Luncheon, where the award will be 
presented. Please see www.fwio.on.ca/
agriculture-award for more information.

All applications/nominations can be 
submitted to the FWIO Provincial Office: 
552 Ridge Road, Stoney Creek, ON L8J 
2Y6.

Scholarships & Awards 
Application Deadline: June 30, 2017

Pictured (L-R):  
Glenna Smith, Mary Elmhirst and FWIO 
President, Margaret Byl at the award 
presentation in November 2016.

Woman of Excellence in Agriculture Award
FWIO congratulates 2016 winner, Mary Elmhirst
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Tec-We-Gwill WI Takes Part in Bra Amnesty
Members of the Tec-We-Gwill WI (Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt 
District, Simcoe Area) recently participated in a very “uplifting” 
project. The Branch started a “Bra Amnesty” and donation drive, 
collecting new and gently used bras for women who can't afford 
the expensive apparel, both in developing countries and locally.

During the month of October (which was also Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month), “Bra Banks” were placed in ladies' change 
rooms at the Bradford West Gwillimbury Leisure Centre and 
recreation complexes in Alliston and Tottenham. 

At the end of the campaign, the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation received a $300 donation and 275 pounds of bras 
were also delivered to the Change Her World organization in Stratford, which flies items to Malawi, Africa.

Cumberland WI Member Helps Build a Home
Margot Pygas, Secretary of Cumberland WI (Russell District, 
Eastern Area) and her husband were 2 of a group of 18 
individuals, known as “Cumberland Cares”, who travelled to 
the Dominican Republic to build a home for a family. The 
project was organized through The Samaritan Foundation 
which, according to its website, has for over 25 years “assisted 
the poorest of the poor in the  Dominican Republic  by 
providing modest housing in villages that we have built. To 
date the Foundation is building its 12th village representing 
over 1,500 homes, 12 churches, 8 schools, 6 medical centers 
and sports facilities.” 

The home built by Margot and the Cumberland Cares 
group cost $7,500 
and they were able to 
raise $12,000 through 
fundraisers and 
donations. The homes 
are simple: 2 bedrooms, 
a bathroom, kitchen, 
living room, 5 windows 
and 2 doors. To apply 
for a home, a family 
must have one person 
working. Names are put 
into a barrel and drawn 

like a lottery system. The wife receives ownership of the 
home so that if the man leaves, she and the children can stay. 

Much was accomplished in a week and many places were 
also visited, such as an orphanage, a men’s rehabilitation 
centre and a pregnancy centre, which left the group with a 
very different perspective on life.

Codrington WI Supports 
Local Schools
On behalf of the Codrington 
WI (Trent Valley Area), Ashleigh 
Danielsen presented a $200 
donation to Michele Adams, 
Principal of Spring Valley Public 
School. This contribution was 
in support of their "Giving Tree" 
which is decked with hats and 
mitts for any student who might 
need them throughout the winter. 

Marianne Beaton presented a Codrington WI donation of 
$200 to East Northumberland Secondary School Principal, 
Charlotte Filip, for their Breakfast Program and $150 to 
Deane Patenal, head of their 2016 Adopt-a-Child Project. 
The students plan to buy clothing for ten children between 
4 and 12 years of age. 

Pictured: Tec-We-Gwill WI 
Members gave the project 

some added support by posing 
for this promotional photo.

Pictured: A child stands in front of the 
home being built by the Cumberland 
Cares group.

Pictured (L-R):  
Ashleigh Danielsen and 

Michele Adams.
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Southern Area WI
Southern Area WI Members are dedicated supporters of 
the London Health Sciences Centre's Children's Hospital. 
On February 24, 2017, they gifted the hospital with care 
packages, each containing a teddy bear, handmade blanket 
and a storybook. In addition to the care packages, the WI 
brought a donation of $2,250 to purchase a High Flow 
Humidity System. According to the hospital, “this important 
piece of equipment provides children with much-needed 
oxygen in a non-invasive way, giving parents comfort that 
their child is getting the breathing support they need to 
avoid further complications.”

Lily Dempsey WI
Lily Dempsey WI 
(Huron Perth District, 
Guelph Area) once 
again donated items 
for the Books, Blankets 
& Bears project. This 
year, Members Alice 
Egli, Shirley Waddell 
and Shirley Strickert 
made the blankets and 
supplied the books, 
while Linda Reis, Shirley 
Waddell and Shirley 
Strickert donated the teddy bears. They will be given to 
Stratford General Hospital, Listowel Memorial Hospital and 
the Milverton Fire Department for distribution to children 
in need.
Pictured: Lily Dempsey WI Members Alice Egli and President JoAnn 
Ohm are holding two of the three bears and blankets being donated.

Prince Edward District WI
Members of the Prince Edward District WI (Trent Valley Area) 
got together one wintry afternoon to make activity bags. 

These bags would contain a stuffy, a 
small blanket, an activity/colouring 
book, a storybook and some pencils 
and crayons. Then on February 17, 2017, 
a few ladies went to deliver these bags 
to the Emergency Department at the 
Belleville General Hospital and to the 
Emergency Department at the Prince 
Edward Memorial Hospital in Picton. 
They were very much appreciated. 
Members will continue making these 
bags so more can be donated to the 
hospitals when needed.

Donations of Books, Blankets & Bears Help 
Mark 120 Years of Women’s Institute 
After the success of the Books, Blankets and Bears project in 2016, WI 
Members across Ontario were invited to take part in a similar effort this 
year to celebrate the WI’s 120th Anniversary.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated items to their local police departments, fire stations, hospitals, 
shelters and organizations that support children.  It is hoped that these 
small comforts will help children experiencing a crisis or challenging time.  
To view additional photos and stories, visit us on Facebook and Twitter! 

Pictured Above: 
Southern Area WI 
Members donating 
their care packages 
and $2,250 cheque 
to the Children’s 
Hospital.

Pictured Right: Prince 
Edward District WI 
Members and hospital 
staff on donation day.
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Beamsville WI 
Members of Beamsville WI (Lincoln District, Hamilton Area) 
were joined by guests from the community on February 
21, 2017 for the Branch’s annual craft day and combination 
Canada 150/WI 120 celebration. They made red maple leaf 
coasters and also made their donation of comfort packages 
to West Niagara Second Stage Housing & Counselling for 
abused women and their children. 

Pictured: Beamsville WI Members and guests from the community 
display their comfort packages.

Silver-Wood WI
Members from Silver-Wood WI (Wellington-Halton 
District, Guelph Area) donated 6 teddy bear baskets to the 
Georgetown Police Station. “We were welcomed with open 
arms and the donation was very much appreciated” said Eve 
Martin, Silver-Wood WI President. In February, 11 Members 
of the Branch had fun assembling the baskets together.

Pictured Above (L-R): Inspector John van der Lelie, 
Linda Semerko, Eve Martin, Dana Flemming, 
Donna Thompson and Constable Dennis 
Dimitroff.

Stratford WI
To celebrate the 120th year of the Women’s Institute, and 
in keeping with its vision of women working together for 
safe, healthy communities, the Members of the Stratford 
WI (Perth South District, Southern Area) donated books, 
blankets and bears to the Stratford Fire Department on 
February 8, 2017. 
Pictured: Stratford WI Members presenting their books, blankets and 
bears to the Stratford Fire Department.  

Binbrook WI
Binbrook WI (Wentworth District, Hamilton Area) recently 
celebrated the 120th Anniversary of the WI with cake and 
donations of books, blankets and bears to the Hamilton Fire 
Station 18, Binbrook.
Pictured Below: Binbrook WI Members and firefighters from Hamilton 
Fire Station 18.
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information
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Ontario Prince 

Edward

Island

M
anitobaNewfoundland

and Labrador

New Brunswick

Quebec
British Columbia

N
ova Scotia Alberta

HAS GONE NATIONAL!
Hospitality Homes are open to all WI Members and their companions for $15 
each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to take 

your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the Hospitality Homes Unity List, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts frequently for updates to this list.

Thank you  
to our Partners

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2017 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Linda Zelem

Northern 
Sandy Marshall 

Elizabeth Sutton

Eastern 
Sue Cushing 
Mary Inglis

Southern 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell 

Glenna Smith

       Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario

Upcoming Events at the Erland Lee Museum
Live History (see page 5 for details) – Saturday, April 8 & Sunday, April 9, 2017

Pancake Breakfast – Saturday, April 22, 2017

Embroidery Trunk Show – Sunday, May 28, 2017

Create a Hedgehog Workshop – Saturday, June 10, 2017

A Step Back in Time – Saturday, June 17, 2017

Kids Summer Camp – Wednesdays, July and August

Psychic and Wellness Fair – Saturday, July 15, 2017

Erland Lee Marketplace – Saturday, August 19, 2017

For more information or to register for a workshop, contact:
Phone: 905-662-2691

Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca

Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland


