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“Women Inspiring Women” is the 
name of a new Women’s Institute 
Branch in Brant County.  Described as 
“a group of women working together 
to inspire and support other women in 
our community”, the Branch has already 
made a splash with overwhelming 
attendance at its first meeting and 
activities that are both fun and 
supportive of the community.  Turn 
to page 4 for more information on 
the newest addition to the WI family! 
Pictured (L-R): Sarah Hamilton, Maggie 
Wilson and Julie Henwood.
Photo by Sara Naim
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 was a long and cold winter but spring has finally 
arrived. It is amazing to see the vineyards that surround 

my home bursting forth with new life! Birds are nesting and 
a new season is upon us. It is the season of growth, renewal 
and rejuvenation. We are facing exciting, yet sometimes 
challenging times. We have said goodbye to some and 
welcomed others, new to our WI Team. The Membership 
Tour across the province is well underway with rave reviews! 
The Restructuring/Revitalizing Committee met at the April 
Provincial Board Meeting and has 
presented recommendations for the 
Board to review. We will meet again 
in August. The final report will be 
presented in November. The Canada 
150 Project received more than 350 
Real Life Stories which are being 
reviewed. Thank you to everyone who 
submitted their stories and to all of our 
Provincial Coordinators and Officers. 

In February, we celebrated 118 years 
of WI with a “Tea at the Lee” and a 
full house. Members of the Lee family 
and dignitaries were there to help us 
celebrate Women’s Institutes. Ron Robinson and members 
of the Golden Horseshoe Chapter of the HRAI (Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada) 
presented the FWIO with a cheque in the amount of $10,000 
for the exclusive use for the upgrade of the heating and air 
conditioning systems in both the Museum and Carriage 
House. The Golden Horseshoe Chapter have also arranged for 
manufacturers to donate a new boiler, furnace for the office 
wing, heat pumps for the Carriage House and Museum and 
air conditioning units as well. Donations in kind are totalling 
more than $50,000. We are also very grateful to receive an 
additional $10,000 from the Archer Family, $5,000 from the 
Cranston Family and an additional $1,000 from the Golden 
Horseshoe Chapter of the HRAI. The heat pumps have been 
installed and are operational in the Carriage House and the 
Museum upgrades are underway.

More exciting news! FWIO and the Erland Lee (Museum) 

Home received the Stoney Creek Chamber of Commerce 
Community Recognition Award on May 21st. For more, see 
page 12.

The Erland Lee Community Committee (ELCC) is now known 
as the Erland Lee Museum Committee, a standing committee 
of FWIO. The terms of reference will be defined at their next 
meeting. The Provincial Board was at the Carriage House for 
the Volunteer Appreciation Day to recognize and thank the 
Friends of the Lee, the ELCC and all of the volunteers, Branches 

and Districts that have helped with the 
Museum.

Our Motto, “For Home and Country” and 
the Mary Stewart Collect are reminders 
that we sometimes take our families for 
granted. The Provincial Office Staff are 
part of the WI Family and are all doing a 
wonderful job. We certainly appreciate 
all that they do for us!

The FWIC Convention is being held in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick in June. 
I am looking forward to meeting the 
delegates from the other provinces 

and sharing our ideas. Marie Kenny will be finishing her term 
as President of FWIC. She has been a great inspiration to me 
personally, and to everyone that has met her. We wish her all 
the best for the future.

In closing, I would like to share with you this quote from 
Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) Nobel Peace Prize Winner – 
Medical Missionary and Philosopher. “At times our own light 
goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person. Each 
one of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who 
have lighted the flame within us.” 

Yours for Home and Country,

Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 

FWIC Convention 
June 9-13, 2015

Board Meeting 
August 5-7, 2015

It

Mark your  
calendars!

Pictured: FWIO President, Margaret Byl accepting 
the $10,000 donation from Ron Robinson on 
behalf of HRAI, Golden Horseshoe Chapter.
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On December 15, 2014, the Prince Edward District WI 
(Trent Valley Area) donated a total of $25,000 to various 
organizations in Prince Edward County. This money was 
raised through the District’s annual Art & Craft Sale, which 
takes place on the Thursday leading into the Civic Holiday 
weekend.

Prince Edward District consistently donates to local 
organizations, its mandate being that they want to help 
those groups that deal with health, women’s issues and 
children. Just recently, the District donated to Quinte Access 
Transportation, Reaching for Rainbows and the ROC, 
a registered charity that builds relationships, 
provides opportunities and creates connections 
through programs that support personal and 
social development for youth, ages 6-18, in 
Prince Edward County.

The District also donated to the three local 
Santa Claus Parades, decorated a tree for 
the Festival of Trees and each year sponsors 
a $1,000 scholarship to a young person living 
in the county who has been accepted to an 

institution of higher education. This year the District had 8 
applications. Many more donations are made as needs are 
brought to their attention. The bulk of the monies raised 
comes from the District’s annual Art & Craft Sale.

The District’s 32nd annual Art & Craft Sale will take place 
JULY 30, 2015 in Picton, Ontario.
Pictured Below: Just in time for Christmas, Prince Edward District WI 
Members gathered to present their donation of $25,000 to numerous 
community groups.

Prince Edward District WI Donates $25,000 to Community Groups

Women Inspiring Women WI
First Meeting of New Brant County Branch 

Attracts Nearly 100 Women

The new Brant County Women’s Institute held 
an Information Open House at the Arlington 
Hotel on Thursday, February 12, 2015. The 
event more than met the expectations of the 
organizers, Kate Belair and Maggie Wilson. It 
was a bitterly cold night with threats of snow 
squalls. At first, they had their doubts. Who 
would want to be out on a night like that?

As it turned out, 96 women were eager to 
learn more about the WI! Doors opened at 7pm and the 
women were already lined up.

The excitement carried over the next day on the group’s 
Facebook page. Women immediately RSVP’d for the March 
12th meeting. The new WI group held a fashion accessories 
fundraiser for a local women’s charity on March 28th at 
Lansdowne Children’s Centre in Brantford. The event was 
open to the public and was family friendly. 

The inaugural meeting took place on April 9th when it was 
announced that the Branch’s official name would be the 

Women Inspiring Women WI – this being decided by an 
earlier vote. The WIW WI become a part of Brant District and 
Hamilton Area.

The Branch meets on the second Thursday of each month. 
They are active on social media and would love for you to 
visit their Facebook group, www.facebook.com/groups/
NewBrantWI or follow them on Twitter @brant_wi.

Congratulations, ladies and welcome to WI!

Photos by Sara Naim
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Branch Profile 
B E A M S V I L L E  W I 

Beamsville WI (Lincoln District, Hamilton Area) was founded 
in 1905 and, 110 years later, the Branch remains very active 
in the community. The 10 Members come from the towns 
of Lincoln (Beamsville, Vineland, Jordan), Grimsby and 
Smithville.

As one can imagine, Beamsville WI has had many 
accomplishments in its 110 years. The Branch’s most visible 
achievement is the two cement urns placed at the Cenotaph 
in 1921 to honour the local soldiers who perished in World 
War I. Members continue to plant these urns and two others 
each May. 

The Branch has had some 
success in lobbying for im-
provements in the commu-
nity, including signage on 
a Regional Road directing 
visitors to Beamsville and 
additional lighting in the 
arena parking lot. Members 
continue to be alert to other 
possible improvements. A 
letter, phone call or email di-
rected to the proper author-
ity can work wonders!

Beamsville WI presents 
a craft workshop to the 
community each February 
during WI Week. Topics 
have included painted wine glasses, tin work and many 
forms of needlework. A euchre party is held once a month 
to help raise funds which enable the Branch to give back 
to the community and to WI projects. Continued support 
is given to the Town of Lincoln's summer youth program, 
the new library complex, the Ready to Read literacy book 
bag program, clean-up day in April and the Legion's 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the Cenotaph.

Members of the Branch have been involved in all levels 
of the WI from District Officers to Area Executive to FWIO 
Board Directors. Recently, Member Sylvia House received 
the Good Citizen Award and joins the growing list of 
other Members who have been recognized for their 
community involvement.

Beamsville WI Members enjoy getting updates from their 
letter link, Bethersden WI, in the U.K. and are amazed at the 

varied activities they pursue such as darts at the local pub 
and their annual Christmas pantomime. Those types of "out 
of our comfort zone" outings might attract new Members 
on this side of the pond!

A new venture is in the works for the Beamsville WI! The 
library has suggested that the Branch use its study room 
for monthly meetings which would allow library patrons 
to "drop in" to find out what the WI is all about! Member 
Virginia Blackman has started a knitting group at the library 
each Monday where, at times, up to 12 ladies come to share 

patterns, learn to knit, work 
on their projects and get to 
know each other. It is a huge 
success and something that 
could be duplicated in other 
towns! 

For many years, Beamsville 
WI Members have been ac-
tive at the Erland Lee (Mu-
seum) Home and continue 
to play an important role 
in the operations of the 
Museum. As FWIO Board 
Director, Barbara Temple 
was involved with Museum 
events. Swadesh Sachdeva 
was a member of the com-
mittee for eleven years and 

is still volunteering her time as a docent. Virginia Black-
man is an avid knitter and crafter and continues to make 
dozens of items for the gift shop where she can be found 
handling sales, restocking shelves and greeting visitors. 
Barbara Stones, as a Friends of the Lee member, assisted 
with the fundraising effort to reopen the Lee. As an Erland 
Lee Museum Committee member, Barbara's role involves 
training the volunteers who are responsible for operating 
the Museum and she also organizes the monthly workshops 
that have seen over 350 people learning a new skill!

Beamsville WI has held meetings in the Carriage House at 
the Lee and encourages other Branches to do the same to 
get to know the "roots" of the Women's Institute. There is 
always something "new/old" to see!

Special thanks to Barbara Stones for compiling this Branch 
Profile.

Pictured: Beamsville WI Members and guests 
at the Branch’s Christmas lunch.

Photos by Sara Naim
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Scholarships 
& Awards

FWIO Provincial Scholarship

Provided for students furthering their 
formal education as a full-time student 
at a post-secondary institution (in their 
first year). Value: $1,000

Helen M. McKercher Scholarship

To assist a graduate student to pursue 
a post-graduate degree in Family and 
Consumer Studies, Home Economics or 
in a related program. Value: $1,200

90th Anniversary Regional 
Scholarships

To assist WI Members who seek self-
improvement and personal enrichment 
through the education system as full 
or part-time students. Value: $250 per 
Region

For scholarship requirements please see 
www.fwio.on.ca/fwio-scholarships

Woman of Excellence 
in Agriculture Award

FWIO invites you to recognize a 
deserving woman who is involved 
in agriculture, the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair and her community. 
The winner will be FWIO’s guest of 
honour at the Tribute to Agricultural 
Excellence Luncheon, where the 
award will be presented. Please see 
www.fwio.on.ca/Agriculture-Award 
for more information.

All applications/nominations can be 
submitted to the FWIO Provincial Office: 
552 Ridge Road, Stoney Creek, ON L8J 
2Y6.

Christmas on the Danube 
F e a t u r i n g  a  6 - n i g h t  D a n u b e  R i v e r  C r u i s e

November 27, 2015 - December 5, 2015 
9 Days • 19 Meals 
7 Breakfasts • 5 Lunches • 7 Dinners

Highlights: 
 • Würzburg • Rothenburg 
 • Nuremberg • Regensburg  
 • Passau • Wachau Valley 
 • Vienna • Hofburg Palace 
 • Vienna Opera House • Christmas Markets

Visit the FWIO website for a full itinerary or contact: 
Arthena Hecker 
Phone: 705-246-2377 
Email: arthena_hecker@hotmail.com

Do you enjoy travel? Get in touch with Arthena 
and be the first to know about upcoming FWIO trips.

Travel  
                            with FWIO! Application Deadline: June 30, 2015
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $690,450 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

 To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691 - Author Unknown

Brock University Honours WI Member
On September 11, 2014, a special ceremony was held at Brock University to 
celebrate the renaming of Meter Road to “Flora Egerter Way” in honour of 

Allanburg WI Member, Flora Egerter. In 1957, Egerter 
recognized the need for a university in the Niagara 
region and brought forward a resolution to her Branch. 
The resolution would later receive support from various 
levels of the Women’s Institute and the Welland County 
Council and was brought to the provincial government. 
In 1964, Brock University opened its doors. Flora Egerter 
passed away in 1977, however, her three children proudly 
attended the ceremony in her honour.
Pictured (L-R): Jack Lightstone (Brock University President), Orval 
Egerter, Eileen Egerter Finnson, John Suk (Board of Trustees Chair), 
Jean Egerter, Marion Egerter, and Dorothy Krynicki (Administrative 
Assistant of Political Science), who played a key role in the initiative 
to recognize Flora Egerter’s contributions.

Northumberland East District Takes Part in Heritage Weekend 
On February 21st and 22nd, 2015, Codrington, Community and York Road WI’s (Trent 
Valley Area) joined together to provide a lunch at the Brighton Heritage Weekend, 
held at the Brighton King Edward Arena. Each Branch made many sandwiches, 
cookies and squares to entice the display visitors. Approximately 130 visitors sat 
at the WI tables, which were decorated with blue table linens and cheerful yellow 
daffodils. 

Each Branch created a unique display. York Road WI showed “Then & Now” knitting 
and crocheting tools; Community WI displayed handwritten notebooks from the 
past; and Codrington WI exhibited kitchen tools from various eras. Gift baskets 
were made and winners’ names were drawn by Don Buchanan and Dot Connolly 
who were organizers of the weekend.

Northumberland East District displayed banners and provided FWIO handouts to 
further interest the visitors in the WI. Many people expressed surprise to know of its 
existence and community involvement.

The three Branches enjoy working together, meeting 
with visitors and learning more about each other. 
They take part in this event to promote knowledge 
about their Branches and to encourage new Members 
to join in their social activities. 
Pictured keeping busy in the kitchen are (L-R): Shirley Whitehouse 
and Janet Manson, Members of Community WI.

Alma WI Launches 
Second History Book 
On October 2, 2014, Alma WI 
(Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) launched its 
second history book, “Our 
Heritage: The History of Alma 
and District”. The book has 
340 pages of Alma and District 
News. Its contents are varied 
and include the histories of 
villages, churches, businesses, 
families, schools, farms, 
early townships, community 
activities, articles of interest 
and Women’s Institute news. 
The book can be purchased 
for $20 from the Husky Farm 
Equipment office in Alma. 
The first history book was 
published in 1984 and several 
hundred copies were sold.

Pictured (L-R) standing: President 
Shirley Fletcher and Past President 
Helen Moffatt. Seated: Margaret 
Hall and Ruth Grose, members of 
the History Committee.

“A bad attitude 
is like a FLAT TIRE. 
If you don’t change it, 
you’ll NEVER GO 
ANYWHERE.”
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Avening WI
“Living Gluten-Free” 
was the topic of Ave-
ning WI’s (Simcoe 
Centre-West District, 
Simcoe Area) fall 
ROSE Session, which 
was open to the 
community and ad-
vertised in the local 
newspaper. 

The Branch invited Norma Panzine from “Affairs Bakery and 
Café” in Creemore to share her knowledge and experience. 
Norma has been baking and offering gluten-free products 
in her shop for several years now. She brought along 
numerous products that she uses for baking and cooking, 
both at home and in her Café. Her detailed presentation on 
the large variety of products available for living gluten-free 
and the pitfalls to avoid if you are a serious avoider of gluten 
were very educational. 

Anyone interested in gluten-free living has probably 
noticed numerous products appearing on supermarket 
shelves. Some of these products are not terribly appealing, 
but preparing them at home can increase both the flavour 
and freshness. Recipes and tips on how to create tasty treats 
were shared with Members and approximately 15 guests. 
Door prizes were drawn and everyone had a delightful time 
sharing the homemade gluten-free goodies with tea.

Bethel-Zion WI 
Bethel-Zion WI (Hastings District, Trent Valley Area) hosted 
a ROSE Session on March 19, 2015. Forty-eight WI Members, 
family and friends enjoyed an evening of information, fun 
and celebration. 

Kate Ann Follwell, former Home Economist with Hastings 
County, gave a very interesting talk, entitled "How Did I Get 
Here?" Kate Ann started her career as a Home Economist 
and is now a Deacon in the Anglican Church. She has had 
several twists and turns along the way, but the common 
thread in her career has been working with people. She had 
many interesting and amusing stories to share.

Another highlight of the Branch’s meeting was the 
presentation of a Life Membership to Phyllis Lott. Phyllis 
has been active in the Branch for over 50 years and is the 
District Director. Phyllis's five daughters, daughter-in-law, 
as well as three granddaughters were all in attendance to 
help present her 
m e m b e r s h i p . 
The meeting 
ended with a 
delicious lunch 
and fellowship 
enjoyed by all.

Pictured: Members and guests of Bethel-Zion WI's ROSE Session.

Pictured: Participants of Avening WI's 
ROSE Session sample products used in 
the presentation.

Pictured (L-R), back row: Dorothy Couvier, Beverly Demerling, Lois McKnight, Donelda Hastie, Phyllis Hopkins and Ruth Hastie.   
Front row: Audrey Otter, Deanna Hopkins and Glenda Thompson.  Missing from the photo: Louise Davidge.

Centreville WI
Members of Centreville WI (Grey County District, Grey-Bruce Area) welcomed 
Ruth Hastie as a guest speaker in November. She talked about living with 
celiac disease: the symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, and diet. Celiac disease is 
a digestive and autoimmune disorder of the small intestine. Gluten damages 
the lining of the small intestine and the result is an inability to absorb nutrients 
- protein, fat, carbohydrates, vitamins and minerals - which are necessary for 
good health. All participants went home with a better understanding of the 
health problems related to this disease, and enjoyed having Ruth as a guest.
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Elgin District WI
Yarmouth Glen and Kingsmill-Mapleton WI’s (Southern Area) 
hosted Elgin District’s Winter Potluck Picnic on February 18, 
2015 at St. James Presbyterian Church in North Yarmouth. After 
many decades, Elgin County continues to hold this annual 
winter picnic to commemorate the founding of Women's 
Institute. Thirty-one attended the event of which four were 
non-WI Members. A toonie table with 
items to choose from provided a fun 
time for all. 

Gerry Costello, an accomplished 
pianist and his wife Mickey who 
gave readings presented enjoyable 
entertainment for the afternoon. 
Gerry was the last manager of 
the Stork Club in Port Stanley. A 
donation was presented to the 
Costellos towards the Costello Music 
Scholarship Fund, for secondary 
school students pursuing a career in 
music. 

Pictured Above 
(L-R): Gerry Costello, 
Mickey Costello, Ilene 
Chesterman (Southern 
Area Secretary) 
and Glenna Ladell 
(Southern Area Voting 
Delegate).

Pictured (L-R): Margaret Ogar (Southern Area Co-President), Ruth Rueger (Elgin 
District Treasurer), Kathy Minnema (Elgin District President) and Joan Mansell (Elgin 
District Secretary).

Russell District WI
Russell District WI (Eastern Area) organized a wonderful 
afternoon tea to celebrate the 118th anniversary of the 
Women’s Institute. North Russell and Russell Village WI’s 
were hostesses to the five Branches in the District. About 
50 Members gathered at the Church Hall in Russell to eat, 
drink, chat, and play! Hats were worn to top off outfits. Lola 
Larmour, from the Leonard WI, won for the most beautiful 
hat. It was a grand day for all who participated!
Pictured are Members of Navan WI. Back Row: Mary Dashney, Joyce 
Bradley, Karen Smith, Doreen Hardiman, Sue Woram and Sheila 
Minogue-Calver. Front Row: Pam O'Donoughue, Linda Dunn, 
Catherine Hyde, Juanita Vetter and Verna Cotton.

Lennox & Addington District WI
Lennox & Addington District WI (Kingston Area) participated 
in a day-long expo on March 8, 2015 for International 
Women’s Day (IWD). There were many vendors who kept 
to the theme of bringing women together in harmony and 
celebrating our connection. The WI served tea and signed 
up interested women and handed out pamphlets.

There were several speakers and District President, Valerie 
Smith gave a talk on Women’s Institute, emphasizing its 
work with ACWW and how WI projects empower women 
in developing countries. This was the first IWD held in 
Napanee.

Pictured (L-R): District President, Valerie Smith and Kingston Area 
President, Beryl Jacka.
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Majestic WI
Majestic WI (Huron Perth District, Guelph Area) held a 
“Mystery Tour” ROSE Session - and it sure was fun! The 
first stop was Sweets N’ Treats in Wingham, Ontario 
where owner Debbie Busby gave a tour of her store and 
work room. She demonstrated dipping liquorice, carrots, 
strawberries, pretzels and cookies in chocolate. Each 
person filled a mould with chocolate and, when hardened, 
decorated it with coloured chocolate to take home. After 
lunch, participants visited Necessi-Tea’s, also in Wingham, 
where they learned that the shop sells over 100 varieties of 
tea. Who knew there could be so many? The day concluded 
with a tour of Maitland Manor Nursery and Landscaping.

Pictured (L-R) from Majestic WI: Marie McCutcheon, Janet Heartel, 
Kathy Bridge, Edna McLellan, Yvonne Knight and Alice Marks. 

Gillies Hill WI
Gillies Hill WI (Bruce County District, Grey-Bruce Area) held a 
ROSE Session with guest speakers on two interesting topics. 
Marion Cooper, Diabetic Counsellor with the Brockton & 
Area Family Health Team, spoke to the group on how to 
keep healthy 
when living with 
diabetes. Wendy 
T h o m l i n s o n 
discussed historic 
wedding dresses 
and had her 
private collection 
on display for all 
to enjoy. 

Pictured (L-R): Janette Wagner, Wendy Thomlinson, Wanita Halliday 
and Lois Weatherall.

Glasgow WI
The Members of Glasgow WI (Renfrew South District, 
Eastern Area) participated in another murder mystery 
dinner in March. The ladies arrived dressed for the character 
they were to portray for the evening of “whodunit”. A 
delicious Chinese dinner was enjoyed while participants 
gave clues as to who might have committed the murder. 
The occasion also marked the Branch’s 70th Anniversary. 
The evening ended with the serving of an Anniversary cake 
and revealing the guilty party.

South Lobo WI
On September 14, 2014, 
the Members of South 
Lobo WI (Middlesex 
District, Southern Area) 
held a ROSE Session 
on Citizenship and 
Legislation. The Branch’s 
guest speaker was Bev 
Shipley, MP for Lambton-
Kent-Middlesex who 
acknowledged the 
role of the Women’s 
Institutes in Canadian 
rural life. He addressed 
the government’s work, past and present, in immigration, 
agriculture and food, trade and industry, research and 
development. Participants learned of the legislative process 
for law enactment and the government’s role in national 
security. This was followed by a question period. The day 
concluded with a light lunch and fellowship. There were 16 
Members and 20 guests present.

Murder Mystery Participants (standing L-R): Sandy Miller, Ellen 
Martin, Gloria Hamilton, Alma McNulty, Grace Yantha-Blimkie, 
Marie McCallum and Carol Neill.  Seated: Peggy Pultz and Laurie 
Gauvreau.

Pictured: Bev Shipley, MP for 
Lambton-Kent-Middlesex.
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The most surprising thing that 
happened to me while my 
husband, Jim, and I were visiting England occurred 
at a WI meeting…

With the help of Google, I was able to determine 
that the London West End WI would be having a 
meeting while we were in London.

Jim came with me on the tube and made the sacrifice 
of visiting a pub while I went to this meeting on 
October 15, 2014. This Branch meets in the Upper 
Vestry Hall of St. George Church in the Bloomsbury 
section of London. The doors open at 6pm and the 
meeting is from 6:30-8:30pm.

I arrived shortly after 6pm and met the President, 
Jane, and helped her set up tables and chairs. The 
others soon arrived and refreshments were available 
– beverages, including wine, and baked goodies. 
Visitors pay 3 pounds to attend the meeting.

As we had emailed back and forth several times, it 
was lovely to meet Victoria, the Secretary, in person. 
She said it was an unusual night – besides me, there 
were to be several other women also visiting from 
other countries.

Imagine my surprise when I turned around and saw 
Margaret Yetman from Newfoundland! She is the 
past ACWW Canada Area President and we have 
met at various conferences and conventions. She is 
now the ACWW Deputy World President. The others 
with her were also ACWW executive members and 
were in London for meetings. Ruth Shanks (World 
President) is from Australia; Henrietta Schoeman 
(Secretary) is from South Africa; Alison Burnett 
(Treasurer) is from Wales; and Tish Collins is the 
ACWW Operations Manager. Tish is a Member of this 

Pictured (L-R): Alison Burnett, Henrietta Schoeman, 
Ruth Shanks, Tish Collins, Pam and Margaret Yetman.

Letter to the  
 Editor

Branch and invited the executive to this meeting before 
they left for home the next day.

The meeting started with a quick update about 
upcoming events. After I read a letter from Evelyn Peck 
sending greetings from FWIO and then presented the 
Branch with our Centennial history book, some Home & 
Country ROSE Garden newsletters and Lee calendars, the 
guest speaker began his fascinating talk on ‘Haunted 
Bloomsbury.’

No roll call, no minutes, no Treasurer’s reports – a bit 
different from our meetings! The President did mention 
to me later that not all Branches are this informal.

Attending this meeting was a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience and it brought home to me that being a WI 
Member really does mean you have a connection to 
other women all around the world.

Annemarie McDonald 
Silver-Wood WI, Wellington-Halton District, Guelph 
Area

Pictured (L-R):  
Jane, Annemarie, Pam and 
Victoria.
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By Membership Coordinator, Debbie Bauer
I have a plan and YES, WE CAN! Women Inspiring Women, 
Women Interested, Women Involved - they all apply equally. 
The tour has been getting wonderful, positive responses. I 
now have many true partners in our membership challenge 
and I am fortified at every turn. I cannot shout loudly enough 
the support and encouragement I have enjoyed from our 
President, Office Staff (Andrea and Kim particularly), and our 
Board Directors. 

I am over halfway through the workshop tour (12 down and 7 
to go), and still looking forward to our journey into the North 
as well as the Eastern part of our Province. 

You will find my fall schedule on the website or in an upcoming 
E-Blast and just as my spring schedule focused on workshops; 
the fall schedule will focus on new Branches. That’s right, 
new Branches everywhere I go! Start now deciding where 
you would like to have a new Branch. Call me; I have an easy 
to follow ‘road-map’ designed specifically for this purpose 
and we can set a date (with at least 5 weeks’ notice), for an 
Information Night in your location. 

Let’s share what we love about WI; others 
will love it too. Let’s get excited! Let’s get 
moving! Let’s get growing! 

See you soon!

Debbie Bauer can be reached by email 
(wdbauer@hurontel.on.ca) or phone (519-
529-7820).

Community Recognition 
Award
FWIO and the Erland Lee (Museum) Home 
were honoured to receive the Community 
Recognition Award at the Citizen of the 
Year Awards in Stoney Creek on May 21, 
2015.  Thank you to the Stoney Creek 
Chamber of Commerce and its President, 
Lori Raudnask for this wonderful honour.  
Special thanks to Bennie Esposto CPA, 
Professional Corporation for sponsoring 
the Community Recognition Award. 
Congratulations to the five other 
individuals and businesses that were 
recognized for their outstanding 
contributions to the community!
Pictured (L-R): Margaret Byl (FWIO President), 
Lori Raudnask (Stoney Creek Chamber of 
Commerce President) and Barbara Weese (FWIO 
President-Elect).

R eminder: 
You Could Be a Winner!
Branch Recruitment Awards

The top 3 Branches in Ontario receive: 
1st Place - $100 in FWIO Bucks 
2nd Place - $75 in FWIO Bucks 
3rd Place - $50 in FWIO Bucks

In the event of a tie, the first Branch to reach the 
milestone number will be declared the winner. 
FWIO Bucks can be used towards merchandise 
available on the Supply Order Form or items in 
the Erland Lee (Museum) Home Gift Shop. 

Member Recruitment Awards
Each Member who has recruited one or more 
new Members will receive a special pin and 
certificate, presented by the FWIO President at 
Area Conventions.

MEMBERSHIP

MinuteMinute
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U P D A T E

Real Life Stories – About 350 stories have been 
submitted – a great response. Thank you! Winners of 
the three draws for $10 off our membership fee were 
Marianne Vogel (Rockton WI, Wentworth District), 
Hazel Armstrong (Silver-Wood WI, Wellington-Halton 
District), and Betty Jean White (Bervie WI, Bruce County 
District). The committee will now review the submissions 
and determine the next steps. Two Members have 
volunteered to review and edit the stories. If you are 
interested, please contact me.

Canada’s Untold Stories – This Canada-wide project is 
now receiving stories. Tell your friends and neighbours! 
They can be any length, so if you have a story that was 
more than 1,500 words for our project, you can submit 
the whole story here. Or the story can be as short as a 
photo with a short explanation. You can either go to 
their site (www.Canada150.ca) or through our website by 
using the logo at the bottom of our home page. You do 
not need to go into the Members Section. You can also 
browse what has already been submitted. Note: Please 
use ‘WI’ after your name, so that we know the story came 
from us. And do not provide your address and phone 
number within the story.

Human-Animal Bond Stories – The Canadian 
Foundation for Animal Assisted Support Services is a 
partner of Canada’s Untold Story initiative and is also 
collecting stories that will be part of the whole. If you 
have a human-animal bond story you want to share, 
please go to their website.
Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net) or 
phone (613-432-6987).

ACWW Canada Area has two projects to support this 
triennium: Pickles and Fish

These were the top two choices from the Members 
attending the Canada Area Conference in Camrose, 
Alberta in June 2014. Our total commitment for the 
two projects is $7,500. 

ACWW Project #0960 takes place in India and is to 
help women with an income producing venture 
making pickles and candles. Because this project was 
already partially funded by another society, Canada 
Area agreed to send funds for it and to partially 
fund a second project – Project #0961, which is also 
in India. This is an income generating venture in fish 
processing.

It is suggested that you use a pickle jar labelled “Put 
In Cash Keep Ladies Employed” and another container 
(perhaps a small fish bowl) labelled “Funds In Sends 
Hope”.

Set these out at meetings and other events and venues 
to collect for these two worthy projects. Many of you 
have already started collecting. As of September 15, 
2014, the Canada Area President had sent on about 
$800 for Project #0960. When making donations, you 
can choose whether they go to the pickle project or 
the fish project. Make cheques payable to ACWW and 
indicate #0960 or #0961 clearly on the memo line 
if you have a preference. The ACWW Canada Area 
President, Sheila took more donations over to the 
council meeting with her in March. When you have 
collected a significant amount, send it on to Sheila 
Needham, ACWW Canada Area President, 19 Cameron 
Road, Bolton Est, QC J0E 1G0 Canada or ACWW, Mary 

Sumner House, 24 Tufton Street, 
London, UK SW1P 3RB (Attention: 
Projects).

Margaret Christenson can be reached 
by email (ron.christenson@vianet.ca) 
or phone (705-779-3996).

By International Officer, Margaret Christenson
By Canada 150 Chair, Irene Robillard

In January, Tec We Gwill WI 
(Simcoe South-Kempenfeldt 
District, Simcoe Area) joined 
together to write and type 
stories for the Canada 150 
project. It was a great way 
to support one another and 
ensure their stories were 
ready in time for the deadline! 
Pictured are Bonnie West and 
Judy Langford working on 
their Real Life Stories.
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Silver-Wood WI 
Two Silver-Wood WI Members (Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) were presented with 2015 Ontario Volunteer 
Service Awards on March 18, 2015 at the River Run Centre in 
Guelph for continuous years of dedicated commitment and 
active service to FWIO.  Glenna Smith (Western Regional 
Board Director) was honoured for 50-plus years and Eve 
Martin for 30-plus years.  The special ceremony included 
the presentation of trillium lapel pins and personalized 
certificates and concluded with a photo taken with Ted 
Arnott, MPP for Wellington-Halton Hills.  A lovely reception 
followed.

Bowen Road WI 
Congratulations to Dorothy Dorge, Pegi Laneuville, 
Samantha MacLean, Audrey Sims and Wayne Redekop who 
received Ontario Volunteer Service Awards in 2014 for their 
various years of service to the Bowen Road WI (Niagara 
District, Hamilton Area).  Wayne Redekop – who is the 
Branch’s only male Member – began volunteering at local 
lunches many 
years ago and 
joined the 
Bowen Road WI 
in 2005.  Wayne 
is involved with 
many community 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and was elected 
Mayor of Fort Erie 
in 2014.  

Pictured: Wayne Redekop with Members of Bowen Road WI. Photo 
Undated.

Pictured (L-R): 
Eve Martin, Ted 
Arnott (MPP, 
Wellington-
Halton Hills) and 
Glenna Smith.

Pictured: Wanita Halliday, Lois Weatherall 
and Michelle Phillippi.

To learn more about nominating someone 
for the Ontario Volunteer Service Award, 

visit www.citizenship.gov.on.ca.  
The nomination deadline is January 25th of each year. 

Bruce County District WI
Congratulations to Lois Weatherall of Gillies Hill WI (Grey-
Bruce Area) who received the District Woman of Excellence 
Fair Award. The award was presented by Wanita Halliday and 
Michelle Phillippi at the Grey-Bruce Rally in the fall of 2014.  

Yarmouth Glen WI
Congratulations to the 5 Members of Yarmouth Glen WI 
(Elgin District, Southern Area) who were honoured with 
Ontario Volunteer Service Awards on March 20, 2015 at 
East Elgin Community Complex in Aylmer, Ontario.  The 
award presenters were amazed by the number of years the 
women had been involved with the Branch!
(Pictured L-R): Joan Mansell (40), Jean Gooding (50), Ruth Davis (50), 
Jeff Yurek, MPP Elgin-Middlesex-London, Bernice Taylor (50) and 
Marion McKenzie (40). Numbers indicate years of service.  
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Vittoria WI
The Vittoria Women’s Institute (Norfolk District, Hamilton 
Area) has supported Norfolk General Hospital (NGH) for 
many decades.  On December 18, 2014, four Members of 
the Branch dropped by the hospital’s foundation office to 
present a contribution of $1,000 in support of the Automated 
Drug Dispensing Cabinet fundraising campaign.  According 
to its website, NGH administers approximately 750,000 
doses of medication annually.  Automated Drug Dispensing 
Cabinets help prevent errors, protect patients and optimize 
staff workflow.

Pictured (L-R): Heather Lawrence, Maureen Clements, Rosemary 
Stickle, Marilyn Davis and a representative from the NGH.

Perth South 
District WI
Perth South District 
WI (Southern 
Area) presented a 
cookbook entitled, 
“100 Years in the 
Making” to the Kirkton Library.  The cookbook was given to 
the District from the 2013 Ploughing Match in Perth County.
Pictured (L-R): Marion Urquhart (Perth South District Secretary), 
Eleanor Williams (Kirkton WI President) and Cheryl Rau (Librarian, 
Kirkton Library).

Hawkestone WI
The Members of Hawkestone WI (Simcoe South-
Kempenfeldt District, Simcoe Area) presented a cheque for 
$500 to Oro-Medonte council to help in the restoration of 
the Oro African Church.  This church was built in the mid 
1800's and had fallen into disrepair.  With the help of the 
Branch’s donation, enough money has been raised to fully 
restore this historic building.
Pictured Above: Hawkestone WI Members present a cheque for $500 
to the Oro-Medonte council.

Bainsville WI
Bainsville WI (former-
ly Glengarry District, 
Eastern Area) disband-
ed in 2014, but before 
doing so, the Branch 
installed a plaque in 
Bainsville Women's In-
stitute Memorial Park 
to commemorate the years of dedicated service of past 
and present Members.  The rock was donated by one of the 
Members from her property and the insert was sculpted 
out by a Member of the Branch. Pat Ager has remained as 
an Associate Member of FWIO and continues to be involved 
with the upkeep of the park.
Pictured Above: Bainsville WI Members taking part in a ceremony at 
the park in 2014.

 

Eady Grenard WI
Twenty-five Members and guests enjoyed a delicious meal 
at Eady Grenard WI’s (Simcoe North District, Simcoe Area) 
Annual Christmas Potluck Supper.  It was an evening of fun, 
which included a gift exchange.  At the Branch’s November 
meeting, Members brought gifts for the Green Haven 
Women’s Shelter in Orillia.
Pictured Right: Members and guests of Eady Grenard WI at the 
Branch's Annual Christmas Potluck Supper.
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Upcoming Events at the Lee
Strawberry Social - June 27, 2015 
Linda Ambrose will be in attendance to sign her new book, 
“A Great Rural Sisterhood: Madge Robertson Watt and the 
ACWW”.  Books will be on sale at a special price of $22.00. 
Time: 1pm-4pm

“A Step Back in Time” - July 18, 2015 (rain date: July 25th) 
Experience life in the late 1800's and early 1900's with your 
family! Demonstrators, hands-on activities, games and more!

For more information on these events, stayed tuned to 
the FWIO website, E-Blast, Facebook and Twitter. 

If you are interested in volunteering at the Erland Lee 
(Museum) Home or at one of the events above, please 
contact: 
Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Phone: 905-662-2691

HospitalityHOMES

Hospitality Homes in Ontario are open to all WI Members and their companions 
for $15 each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to 

take your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the list, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat@vianet.ca or send three standard stamps to Gillian Catto 

at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

For Your
information

Thank you  
to our Partners
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2015 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern Region 
Joyce Cockle 

Sandy Marshall

Eastern Region 
Mary Inglis 

Mary Shortt

Southern Region 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western Region 
Alana Robinson 

Glenna Smith


