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FWIO President, Margaret Byl, is joined 
by eight FWIO Past Presidents at the 
very table where the WI Constitution 
was penned in 1897. The Past 
Presidents were in Stoney Creek to 
attend a “Think Tank” at the Provincial 
Board Meeting on April 27, 2016 at the 
Erland Lee (Museum) Home.

Pictured, clockwise, from bottom 
left: Joy Trimble, Evelyn Peck, Donna 
Russett, Arthena Hecker, Christine 
Reaburn, Dianne Orr, Marg Harris, 
Margaret Byl and Elsie Stephenson.

WHERE’S ADDIE?
Adelaide Hoodless – “Addie” – is hidden 
somewhere inside this issue of the 
Home & Country ROSE Garden! Can you 
find her??
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As I look out the windows at the vineyards that surround my 
home I can see the development of the buds and leaves as 
the grapevines wake up from their winter’s slumber and I am 
reminded that “For everything, there is a season…” This is the 
season of development and growth and of caring and sharing. 
The District Annuals are well underway (a time of sharing); 
the April Board Meeting hosted the Past Presidents’ 
Council for a “Think Tank” (a time of development) and 
discussions were held on increasing our membership (a 
time for growth).  

The Wainfleet and Port WI held its first meeting on February 
22nd in Wainfleet and the Women Empowered WI had their 
inaugural meeting in St. Catharines on April 14th.  

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to our Sisters in WI who have 
families and friends displaced or worse in the devastating 
fires in Fort McMurray, Alberta. This is a time for caring. I 
would ask that our Members become Women Involved and 
to consider giving a donation either through their Branch, 
District or Area or as a personal donation that will be matched 
by the Canadian Government. No amount is too little.  FWIO 
is happy to funnel donations sent to the Provincial Office on 
to where they are most needed. FWIO has been in contact 
with the Alberta WI (AWI) who are developing a plan on how 
best to serve the communities involved in the aftermath of 
this disaster.

I am pleased to announce that Fred Cooper and Wayne 
Bauer are the Erland Lee Award of Appreciation recipients for 
Ontario. This prestigious award is presented by the Federated 
Women’s Institutes of Canada to men who most exemplify 
those qualities of Erland Lee which led to the founding of 
the WI. On behalf of FWIO, we would like to thank them for 
their support!

To celebrate WI’s 119th Anniversary on February 19th, WI 
Members participated in the Teddy Bear & Quincy Book 
Project, which was a huge success and produced a lot of 
publicity for WI. On February 21st, The Honourable Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, and other 
prestigious guests were welcomed at our celebrations at the 
Erland Lee (Museum) Home. More on these events can be 
found within this issue.

The first phase of our new digitization project was completed 
on March 31st. Thank you to the Women Involved, Irene, Alyssa, 
Andrea and Christine for all of their hard work. We gratefully 
acknowledge the Government of Canada’s support through 
the Documentary Heritage Communities Program of Library 
and Archives Canada.

At the Museum, we have been approved once again for a 
grant from the Canada Summer Student Program. Thank you 
to Alyssa Gomori, our Museum Curator and the wonderful 
Women Involved – the volunteers who keep the Museum alive. 

A new provincial website is underway. To keep the lines 
of communication open to our membership, Andrea has 
created E-Blasts. Only 60% of the E-Blasts are opened by the 
recipients. Please read the E-Blasts and share the information 
with the Members of your Branch who may not have 
internet. Please “like us” on Facebook and consider using 
Twitter to promote your events as well. The Women Involved 
as volunteers on your Provincial Board and your AVD’s are 
another means of communications. We appreciate them for 
the hours they work on behalf of FWIO. Don’t forget the staff 
at the Provincial Office – always willing to go the extra mile 
to help you.

The FWIO Handbook Committee has been busy updating 
the current Handbook (2012 version). The updated version 
will be available on the website in the near future.

The WI Rose will be available once again in the Spring of 2017 
from Sheridan Nurseries. The WI Rose is hardy to Zone 5. 
More details will be available in the fall.

The Women Involved from Eastern Area have accepted 
an invitation to host the FWIO Provincial Conference in 
Pembroke on June 21-23, 2017 in conjunction with the ACWW 
Canada Area Conference which will start the evening of the 
23rd to the 25th. Details as they become available.  

“If you want to go fast, travel alone…if you want to go far, travel 
together” – Author unknown, African proverb.  

Together, as WI Women Involved, we can make a difference.  

Yours for Home and Country,
Margaret Byl

by fwio president 

margaret byl 
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Mark your  
calendars! Application Deadline for FWIO Scholarships 

June 30, 2016

Woman of Excellence in Agriculture Award Deadline 
June 30, 2016

Board Meeting 
July 26-28, 2016

ACWW Triennial Conference in England 
August 17-23, 2016

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
Attends WI’s 119th Anniversary 

Celebration 
On Sunday, February 21, 2016, the 119th Anniversary of the Women's Institute 
was celebrated at the Erland Lee (Museum) Home with The Honourable 
Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.

The Anniversary marked the rededication of a historic plaque on the Museum 
site, which is recognized as the birthplace of the Women’s Institute. Originally 
mounted at Squire's Hall in the Town of Saltfleet (now Stoney Creek) to commemorate 
the location of the First Women's Institute meeting in 1897, when Squire’s Hall was 
demolished in 2001, the plaque was brought to the Erland Lee (Museum) Home. 
During recent renovations, the plaque was placed inside the Carriage House. Mr. 
Hollie Archer saw the plaque and felt that it would be better appreciated if it were 
mounted on a monument stone in front of the flags. Mr. and Mrs. Archer, WI Members 
and supporters of the Museum, provided funding for this monument. They also 
provided funding for two of the flag poles near the monument, with WI Member, 
Jerinne Porteous, donating the centre flag pole in honour of FWIO Past President, 
Peggy Knapp, who passed away in 2014.

Thank you to all WI Members and friends who took part in the celebrations. Special 
thanks to MP Bob Bratina, Dave Rosborough for MPP Paul Miller, Hamilton Mayor 
Fred Eisenberger and Hamilton City Councillor Brenda Johnson who brought 
greetings. FWIO Past President, Evelyn Peck (and current Executive Officer to FWIC), 
brought greetings from the Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada. Christine Reaburn, FWIO Past President and current 
Provincial Tweedsmuir Coordinator, spoke about the Tweedsmuir History Books, while Museum Curator, Alyssa Gomori, 
gave a preview of FWIO’s new Virtual Archives. We were also delighted to welcome descendants of Erland and Janet Lee.

The 119th Anniversary was also celebrated across Ontario with the Teddy Bear & Quincy Book Project. See pages 14-15 for 
more information.

Pictured (L-R): Jerinne Porteous, Anne Bain, The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell,  
Hollie Archer, Marlene Archer, Marian Austin, President Margaret Byl  

and President-Elect Barbara Weese.

Pictured: The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell 
addresses WI Members and guests.

Pictured (L-R): FWIO President, 
Margaret Byl, and The Honourable 

Elizabeth Dowdeswell.
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Board Meeting 
July 26-28, 2016

ACWW Triennial Conference in England 
August 17-23, 2016

The Members of Prince WI (Algoma Centre 
District, North Central Area) celebrated the 119th 
Anniversary of WI with tea, homemade cookies 
and cake. They also enjoyed the festivities by 
making fascinators to put in their hair!
Pictured: Prince WI Members Kelly Levesque and Lucy 
Konkin show off their beautiful fascinators!

Prince WI Gets Fancy with Fascinators

Caregiver Support Training 
Workshops Held in Grey County

Caregiver Support Training Workshops were held in Grey 
County as part of the Rural Women’s Health Support Initiative 
(RWHSI) at the beginning of May. The first was on May 4th 
in Owen Sound and the second on May 5th at Lamlash Hall, 
near Elmwood. 

These workshops ran from 9am-4pm, with the morning 
session focused on an overview of local resources that are 
available to help support caregivers. Theresa Zoroski, regional 
coordinator of the Grey-Bruce Southwest Health Line, 
provided a presentation on how to navigate the Southwest 
Health Line at the Elmwood workshop. Participants at 
both workshops were interested in learning about rural 
transportation and respite care, and became more familiar 
with the services available and how to access them.

The afternoon session was aimed at those interested in 
volunteering with the RWHSI. Participants developed health 
coaching skills and helped inform program development. 
Many participants at these workshops expressed that 
being a caregiver is hard and there is little to no training on 
how to navigate this role. By using a “neighbours helping 
neighbours” approach, the RWHSI will connect caregivers to 
a volunteer who can offer support. This initiative will launch 
in mid-June following the Bruce County 
workshops in Ripley and Tara on June 1st 
and 2nd. Caregivers will soon be able to 
call in to a toll-free line to set up a phone 
session with a program volunteer. These 
sessions will help connect the caregivers 
to resources to support them in their 
role. In turn, this initiative will help reduce 
and prevent the adverse health effects of 
caregiver burnout.

These ROSE (Reaching Ontario Sharing Education) Program 
workshops are made possible thanks to funding from 
Community Foundation Grey Bruce, our partnership with 
Gateway Centre of Excellence in Rural Health, and the support 
of local Women’s Institutes in Grey and Bruce counties. Special 
thanks to the North Grey WI, Louise WI, Myrna Casemore and 
Lois McKnight for their support in organizing the Grey County 
workshops. A sincere thank you is also extended to Marion 
Leifso, Fran Farrell, Mary Anne Kukoly, Purple Grove WI and 
Bruce County District for their assistance in organizing the 
Bruce County workshops in June.

Pictured: 
Participants of 
the Grey County 
workshops in 
May 2016.

5



Branch Profile 
WINDERMERE WI

In 1911, Elizabeth Forge, with the 
assistance of Barbara Goltz, formed 
the Windermere WI (Muskoka District, 
Northern Area). Elizabeth would be 
proud to know that seven of her direct 
descendants are active Members 
today, carrying on the WI tradition. 
This Branch worked through both 
World Wars with the Red Cross, 
sharing their skills and knowledge 
by contributing knitting and medical 
supplies to soldiers. They supported 
the 4-H Club and, to this day, Members 
have fond memories of their own 
past involvement. Windermere WI 
will celebrate its 105th Anniversary on 
October 11, 2016.

At one time, Muskoka had over 30 
Branches, but sadly, Windermere is the 
last Branch in the District. Its member-
ship of 46 comes from Windermere 
and the surrounding communities of 
Bent River, Bracebridge, Hekkla, Orillia, 
Raymond, Rosseau, Ufford, and Ullswa-
ter. Members range in age from 53-89 
and are either currently in the work-
force, or retired. The background of 
this group is quite diverse and includes 
accountants, administrative assistants, 
artists, data analysts, domestic engi-
neers, farmers, musicians, nurses, real 
estate agents, teachers, and technical 
writers. They work well together and 
newcomers merge quickly into be-
coming valued Members. No genera-
tion gap here! They welcome all with 
open arms and enthusiasm. 

The Branch’s monthly programs 
come together by asking Members to 
submit their ideas for guest speakers. 
A dedicated committee works during 
the summer to select nine of the most 
interesting ideas. Once all is confirmed, 
the program is printed and a copy is 
given to each Member in September 
for the upcoming year. 

In 2007, through the work of dedicated 
individuals, the Windermere Area Ar-
chive was created. This Archive collects 
and preserves the history of the Town-
ship of Watt. Most of the information 
comes from the community at large 
and the donated material never ceases 
to amaze Branch Members, so much in 
fact that a specific archive room was 
needed to collect and store the pic-
tures, books and letters. Volunteers 
work at least one day per week or will 
accommodate visitors upon request. 
They enter data into a computer data-
base, scrapbook, sort, scan, photocopy 
and showcase information on their 
website: www.windermerearea.ca.

The Branch successfully completed the 
publication of two cookbooks, one in 
2004 and a second in 2015. These two 

books have been well received and 
created substantial funds enabling 
them to donate to two local hospitals, 
the community school, local health 
centre, community needs, Hospice 
Muskoka, local camps for children 
with cancer or diabetes, and youth 
from the area who otherwise could 
not go to camp.

Some of the activities keeping 
Members busy lately are sewing 
fidget blankets for residents of the 
Pines Long Term Care Home who 
are living with Alzheimer’s, visiting 
shut-ins at Christmas, packing gift 
items into shoe boxes for women's 
shelters, participating in the spring 
road clean-up, holding in-Branch 
auctions, catering funeral teas, family 
parties, playing cards, visiting spas, 
theatres or joining the out-to-lunch 
bunch. Yes, they are active but as the 
Members proclaim, “Our diversity is 
our strength!”
Pictured: Members of Windermere WI display 
the many fidget blankets they created for 
residents of the Pines Long Term Care Home 
in Bracebridge. See the FWIO Facebook Page 
for media coverage on this special project.
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $612,500 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691
– Gail Devers

Silver-Wood WI: Women Involved! 
Hazel Armstrong and Dana Flemming of 
Silver-Wood WI (Wellington-Halton District, 
Guelph Area) were two of seven Members 
who helped staff the table at the Community 
Open House held at the Georgetown Market 
Place Mall in February. The theme this year 
was ‘Leaping into Action in Our Community’ 
and the Branch’s many contributions were highlighted in their display. As well, 
Silver-Wood WI had professionally-printed coloured brochures to hand out to 
interested women. Well done, Women Involved!

Pictured: Hazel Armstrong and Dana Flemming of Silver-Wood WI. 

Cornell WI Member Celebrates 70 Years of Service
On March 17, 2016, Cornell WI (Oxford District, Southern Area) met at Cornell Hall 
for a delicious turkey dinner with all the trimmings. Guests from the Cornell and 
Princess Elizabeth WI’s attended. Following dinner, Cornell WI President, Audrie 

Boughner, presented Betty Adlington with 
a corsage in WI colours, roses and a card for 
being a Member for 70 years. Guest speaker 
for the evening was Barb More, who gave 
an interesting and informative presentation 
on collecting buttons.
Pictured (L-R): Betty Adlington and Audrie 
Boughner.

Demorestville WI Honours Member in Her 100th Year
Members of the Demorestville WI (Prince Edward District, Trent Valley Area) met 
on November 5, 2015 at the Hallowell House in Prince Edward County to honour 
one of its Members, Dorothea Robinson. 
In recognition of Dorothea’s many years 
of service, she was presented with a Life 
Membership and pin. The afternoon 
was spent chatting over a lovely lunch 
complete with a cake in her honour. 
Congratulations Dorothea, you are an 
inspiration to your fellow Members.
Pictured: Dorothea Robinson

“Every accomplishment 
starts with the  

decision to try.”

Pictured (L-R): Lauryn Rochon-Kaiser 
and Lynda Dickson.

Lorne Sutherland WI 
Sponsors 4-H Award 
The first Annual May Dickson Me-
morial 4-H Life Skills Award was pre-
sented to Lauryn Rochon-Kaiser by 
Lynda Dickson, daughter of Lorne 
Sutherland Life Member, May Dick-
son, on November 21, 2015 at the 
West Carleton 4-H Awards Night held 
at the Fitzroy Harbour Community 
Centre. The award is sponsored by 
Lorne Sutherland WI (Carleton Dis-
trict, Eastern Area) and is awarded to 
a 4-H Life Skills Member for his/her 
life skills mastery and demonstration 
of responsibility, leadership develop-
ment, planning and decision making, 
sense of purpose, positive values and 
participation in 4-H classes at local 
fairs. 
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Binbrook WI
On March 8, 2016, the Binbrook WI (Wentworth District, 
Hamilton Area) hosted two “Easy as Pie” ROSE Sessions 
– one in the morning and one in the afternoon – to give 
local residents the chance to learn how to make a pie 
from scratch! Sandra Hindman, a professional baker, gave 
a demonstration and then helped participants make and 
bake a 9-inch apple pie. All pies turned out well, with 
everyone taking home their own finished pie and enough 
pastry for a second pie. They also received a booklet with 
additional recipes and information. The Branch rented 
a local church kitchen and hall for these workshops, 
which were both fun and well attended. They are already 
thinking about their next ROSE Session!
Pictured: The end results of Binbrook WI’s ROSE Session sure look 
delicious! Way to go!

Russell Village WI
One of the things that Russell Village WI (Russell District, 
Eastern Area) hears from its newest Members is that they 
enjoy hands-on project meetings! So, in March 2016, they 
had Stelllaa Licious Soap come to their meeting place to do 
a demonstration on soap making! Every batch is different 
even if all the ingredients are the same, as an extra drop or 
two of the concentrates can create a substantial scent or feel 
difference. Method and technique were taught, and how to 
be creative as well. Questions and answers were abundant 
and at the end of it everyone had a soap sample to take 

home! It is always fun 
to learn, but getting 
right into doing it is the 
best!

Pictured: Russell Village WI 
Members weren’t afraid 
to get their hands dirty 
(or clean?) as they learned 
how to make soap!

Majestic WI
Majestic WI (Huron 
Perth District, Guelph 
Area) invited the 
whole community 
to come along for 
a summer outing 
which involved a 
visit to a local dairy 
farm. WI Members 
and friends met at 
the farm of Joe and 
Barb Terpstra to view 
the recently installed robotic milkers. They learned that the 
300 cows can be milked any time, day or night. Everyone 
found the tour most interesting. At a separate ROSE 
Session, different quilts and colour combinations were 
demonstrated as speaker Rosemary Terpstra displayed 
her beautiful collection of quilts, wall hangings and table 
covers. Everyone was amazed at her works of art, especially 
one quilt which was comprised of nearly 1,500 pieces of 
material sewn together.

Pictured: Rosemary Terpstra displays 
one of her beautiful quilts.
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Renfrew South District WI
On November 14, 2015, Renfrew South District WI (Eastern 
Area) held a Craft Day with Members from five Branches 
and other guests attending. The day involved three crafts in 
the morning and three crafts in the afternoon. Participants 
learned water colouring for beginners, card quilling, card 
embroidery, how to make a coffee can planter, how to turn 
a wine glass into a centrepiece using silk petals, and how to 
make a firefly mobile using wire and beads. Talk about a fun 
and creative ROSE Session!

Pictured: Participants have fun putting their new water colouring 
skills into practice! 

Northwestern Area WI 
“Safe and Sound” was the theme for Northwestern Area WI’s 
95th Area Convention, held October 3rd-4th, 2015 at the 
Vickers Heights Community Centre in Thunder Bay. About 20 
ladies attended from as far away as Emo, Dryden, Morson and 
Rainy River. Saturday included a mixer on safety and group 
activities related to safety in the home and falls prevention. 
The afternoon featured an excellent presentation from 
Attillio Castellani, Coordinator of the VON Group Exercise 
and Falls Prevention classes, held throughout the city. The 
group even did a few exercises! Sunday was a half day and 
included a round table on safety in the home, a short skit 
and lunch. The 2016 
Area Convention will 
be held in Rainy River 
District.
Pictured: In a humorous 
skit, Elizabeth Sutton (L) 
explains how Jean Wilson 
(R) can prevent future 
injuries by using some of 
the safety tips presented.

Codrington WI
On March 9, 2016, Codrington 
WI (Northumberland East 
District, Trent Valley Area) 
welcomed Lillian Dewitt 
who gave an interesting talk 
on her experience of raising 
Alpacas at her family’s ranch 
in Grafton, Ontario. She 
brought samples of their 
fleece and had items for 
sale. Great interest was shown 
and many questions were 
fielded from the audience. It 
was a very educational ROSE Session with 32 participants.
Pictured (L-R): Codrington WI President, Cathy McCann, and Lillian 
Dewitt from the Great Canadian Alpaca Ranch stand with fleece 
items on display at the ROSE Session.

Chapman WI
In December 2015, Chapman WI (Hastings District, Trent 
Valley Area) sat down to a lovely Christmas luncheon, 
followed by the Branch’s regular meeting. Afterwards, the 
ladies gathered around the tables and got down to some 
serious colouring! A relaxing hour was spent (in almost total 
silence) while the ladies concentrated on perfecting their 
art. In January, everyone brought their completed pictures 
to share with each other. It was a lovely way to enjoy the 
fellowship of one another.
Pictured: Chapman WI Members show off their finished works of art.
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Mitchell Square WI
A very interesting ROSE Session was held by Mitchell 
Square WI (Simcoe East District, Simcoe Area) at the Atrium 
Retirement Residence regarding the History and Restoration 
of the Oro African Church at Edgar. The room was packed 
with many guests, including five Branch Members. The 
Speakers were Samah Othman from Oro-Medonte Township 
and Janie Cooper-Wilson, a historian and descendent of 
Private Samuel Thomas who attended the Church.

The Oro African Church is a monumental depiction of freedom and equality in North America. Designated as a National 
Historical Site in 2003, the church and the site it stands on are a tribute to the Black militiamen who served to defend Upper 
Canada during the War of 1812. This modest Church is a true testament of the sacrifices made by those who served to 
defend our rights and freedoms.

Built between 1846 and 1849, passionate community volunteers worked diligently to preserve the Church for nearly 75 
years before it was abandoned in the 1920’s. Later, the Township of Oro-Medonte took ownership of the Church and 
cemetery to maintain and preserve the site.

A Cultural Heritage Assessment concluded that the structural integrity of the Church is compromised and its survival is 
now at risk. As a result, the Church has been closed to the public. The Township of Oro-Medonte has launched the Journey 
to Freedom fundraising campaign in an effort to raise money for the restoration project for the Church, located on the 
corner of Line 3 North and Old Barrie Road in Oro-Medonte.

Samah Othman was inspired to get involved in the effort, as she believes the Church is symbolic of our rights and freedoms 
here in Canada. She spoke about how many generous people, including the Women’s Institutes, have contributed to help 
make this restoration possible.

Thorndale WI
On December 3, 2015, the Thorndale WI (Middlesex District, 
Southern Area) held a “Fun Day” for Members. They played 
a game, learned how to fold linen table napkins for festive 
place settings and how to make Santa sleighs out of candy 
canes and chocolate. A catered lunch was provided and a 
good time was had by all. The Thorndale WI spent $300 on 
toys and games to be distributed to the Women’s Shelter 
and Children’s Hospital. Ruth Gourley was awarded a Life 
Membership certificate for her many years of hard work 
and dedication, not only to WI but to the community as a 
whole. Shirley Elliott was presented with her 50 Year Pin. 

Congratulations Ruth 
and Shirley!
Pictured: Thorndale WI 
Members gather with 
the many toys and 
games which were later 
donated.

Craighurst WI 
Craighurst WI (Simcoe 
South - Kemp enfe ldt 
District, Simcoe Area) 
was elated to have 
two of their Members 
honoured with special 
awards in the year 
2015. Joyce Sinton was 
chosen as Citizen of the 
Year by the Township 
of Oro-Medonte, while 
Siske Pratt was co-
recipient of the Woman 
of Excellence Award 
for her work at fairs, 
in particular, the Oro 
World's Fair. Carolyn Campbell of Guthrie WI was the co-
recipient with Siske of the Woman of Excellence Award, 
presented by the District. Congratulations to all three 
Members on your achievements! 
Pictured: Joyce Sinton, Siske Pratt and Carolyn Campbell.

Pictured: Janie Cooper-Wilson speaks to the audience on the history 
of the Church and its connection to her ancestor.
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Museum Happenings
The Erland Lee (Museum) Home recently received a 
very generous donation from a descendant of Christina 
(Armstrong) Smith, first President of the Women's 
Institutes and wife of E.D. Smith. Rob Conant is the great-
great grandson of E.D. and Christina Smith. He donated a 
collection of photographs and correspondence related to 
Christina and her daughter as well as two framed portraits 
of E.D. Smith. Christina Smith is a remarkable figure in the 
history of the Women's Institutes, and we are thrilled to 
have more information about her.
Pictured (L-R): FWIO President, Margaret Byl, donor Rob Conant, FWIO 
President-Elect and Museum Chair, Barbara Weese, and Museum 
Curator, Alyssa Gomori.

Meet the Members 
Introducing…Joan Banbury 

The Hawkestone WI (Simcoe South-
Kempenfeldt District, Simcoe Area) is 
incredibly proud that Joan Banbury 
was the honoured recipient of 
the June Callwood Outstanding 
Achievement Award for her dedication 
and voluntarism. Only eleven Ontario 
residents had the honour of receiving 
this prestigious award in 2016. Most 
recently, it was announced that Joan 
will also be the recipient of the 2016 
Oro-Medonte Citizen of the Year award. 

Joan is currently involved with 
Hawkestone WI as Secretary-
Treasurer. Her Branch is blessed to 
have her as a Member and she is 
considered the “heart and glue” of 
the group. Joan’s other WI positions 
include Tweedsmuir Coordinator, 
piano player and “cheer” person. 
Joan has been a part of the WI 
since 1971 and her home is the hub 
of activity, as she hosts meetings/
gatherings, anniversaries and other 
special occasions. 

Joan was instrumental in the Branch’s 
project for making care bags for the 
Green Haven Shelter for Women in 
Orillia. She discovered there was a 
need for the women and children who 
often arrived with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs. She organized 
a team to make cloth bags that are 
filled with pyjamas, toothbrushes and 
paste, small blankets, storybooks, 
stuffed animals, games, hats, gloves, 
socks and more. Last year, Joan 
applied for a grant from the Retired 
Teachers Association and the Branch 
received $750 to help fund this 
project. To date, Hawkestone WI has 
taken 480 bags which have been well 
received by the shelter. 

Joan is a retired schoolteacher and, 
as a devoted educator, she continues 
to tutor students that require her 
special help in her community. She 
is also active in a number of other 
organizations in her community.

Joan was born in Oro-Medonte and has 
been married to John for over 52 years. 
They have two sons and are now proud 
grandparents to three grandchildren. 
She takes pride in her community and 
reaches out to greet new neighbours 
and is the first to make them feel 
welcome. If friends, kin or neighbours 
are unwell, Joan is always there to ask 
what assistance they might need. Their 
kindness also stretches to a foster child 
in El Salvador. 

Joan has lived her life with class, 
compassion, leadership and a giving 
nature. She is well deserving of this 
award and honour. Congratulations 
Joan!

Pictured: Joan Banbury
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What a difference four months makes! On March 31, 2016, we 
officially launched the start of our virtual archives, allowing 
WI Members and the public free access to WI documents that 
have been digitized, while the original documents remain 
within their communities. Funding for the project was 
provided through the Documentary Heritage Communities 
Program of Library and Archives Canada. 

As of March 31st, the following documents are available for 
viewing and searching. More will be released on an ongoing basis.

1. The complete series of the Home & Country newsletter 
from 1933 to present.

2. The WI original constitution.

3. Three published books on the history of the WI, for our 
40th, 50th, and 75th anniversaries.

4. Tweedsmuir Community History Collections from 10 
Branches. (Private information has been removed.)

5. Minute and record books for six Branches, including the 
minutes of Stoney Creek. (Records less than 50 years old 
are not available due to privacy considerations.)

6. Other miscellaneous documents, such as a photo album 
on Amherst Island’s Stone Fence Project.

Within this site is also a record for each Branch, District, and Area. 
Each Branch record shows on a map where it is located and 
contains general information where available, such as location, 
whether active, when organized and disbanded, historical 
District, and the location of the Tweedsmuir Collections.

The digitized documents were those previously digitized 
by the Ontario Genealogical Society and some WI 
organizations, as well as another 24,000 pages digitized 
during this phase to test our intended process. Newly 
digitized books were primarily from the collection at the 
Erland Lee (Museum) Home, as well as those from Amherst 
Island (Kingston Area), Russell Village (Eastern Area), and 
a few brought down from the Northern region. There are 
74,000 pages now on the platform but most are still on 
the non-public side until they are reviewed for privacy 
considerations. 

Besides digitizing, books were repaired, as needed, during 
the digitizing process. The cost was very reasonable ranging 
from $10 to $18 each.

Our new archives can be accessed from the FWIO website. 
Try it out by searching for your Branch name or even your 
surname. You never know what might pop up. All is not 
perfect, so please let us know if corrections are needed. An 
example is the geographical location. This is especially true 
for Branches not named after a place and where there are 
multiple places with the same name; for example Pine Grove. 
Please report any errors or omissions to Alyssa, the Erland Lee 
Museum Curator, by email (digital@fwio.on.ca) or phone the 
Provincial Office.

We applied for multi-year funding to continue digitizing 
but were not successful this year. We will apply again next 
year. In the meantime, we have not stopped digitizing. In 
April we were notified that Hastings and Prince Edward 
Districts (Trent Valley Area) have received a grant from a local 
private foundation to digitize their Tweedsmuir Collections. 
These documents will be added to our virtual archives. 
Congratulations to those involved!

If you have suggestions on how to fund further digitizing 
or if you have sufficient funds to digitize your own records, 
please contact Alyssa. Members and the public can also 
donate to the cause either by donating online or by mail to 
the ‘Tweedsmuir Fund.’ A charitable receipt will be issued. 

In the meantime, please continue to prepare your books 
for digitizing. We are also looking for volunteers to review 
already digitized Tweedsmuirs for privacy considerations so 
that the volume can be opened to the public. These are items 
such as birth/marriage dates and autobiographies/profiles 
of living people. It sounds more intimidating than it actually 
is and there are actually very few pages with a privacy issue 
as anything already in the public view, such as a newspaper 
clipping, is fine. This can be done from the comfort of your 
home. If interested in helping out, please contact Alyssa.

Irene Robillard can be reached by email (irener@renfrew.net), 
phone (613-432-6987), or mail (1075 Calabogie Road, RR 1, 
Renfrew, ON K7V 3Z4).

DIG ITIZING UPDATE By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard

By Public Relations Officer, Mary Shortt

FWIO Launches Virtual Archives

12 



FWIO Announces 2016 Peace 
Garden Scholarship Winner  
FWIO is pleased to announce that Emily 
Keenan of Navan, Ontario has been 
selected for this year's FWIC Peace 
Garden Scholarship. Emily will represent 
FWIO and will join other young women 
from across Canada at the International 
Peace Garden from August 21st - 27th, 
2016. Congratulations Emily and we 
look forward to hearing about your 
experiences this summer!

Pictured (L-R): Sheila Minogue-Calver presents 
Emily Keenan with a scholarship from the 

Navan WI earlier this year.

U P D A T E

Real Life Stories – We were not 
successful in receiving funding through 
the Canada 150 fund to help publish 
our stories but are continuing to look 
for grants.  With the digitizing project 
from December through March, the 
project slowed down considerably, but 
submissions have been reviewed and 
the committee is starting the initial 
editing.

Our Canada, Our Stories – Don’t forget 
that you can submit stories and photos 
to this Canada-wide project.   Tell your 
friends and neighbours!  You can either 
go to their site (www.Canada150.ca) or 
through our website by using the logo at 
the bottom of our home page. 

By Canada 150 Chair, Irene Robillard

Check out the E-Blast and Home & Country ROSE Garden for tips on 
how your Branch can become more visible in your community!  
Here are a couple of ways you can immediately let your neighbours, 
friends, and community know that WI Members are Women 
Involved: Create a poster and put it in your car window or your 
house window. It should contain the following: the WI logo, WI – 
Women Involved, I’M INVOLVED or #womeninvolved. Don’t forget 
to include a way for people to find us, such as: 

Website: www.fwio.on.ca

Twitter: @FWIOntario

Facebook: www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

You can also access posters on the FWIO website.

Letting everyone know you are involved gives you the opportunity 
to talk about how you are involved, why you are involved and, most 
importantly, to invite someone to ‘get involved’ with you! 

You can always call or email me to discuss and 
share your ideas. 

Your PRO for FWIO, 

Mary Shortt 

Mary Shortt can be reached by phone at 613-475-
4045 or by email at publicrelations@fwio.on.ca.

VISIBLE

By Digitizing Coordinator, Irene Robillard

By Public Relations Officer, Mary Shortt

Let’s Get
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WI Members Donate Books, Blankets & Bears
Across Ontario, WI Members were invited to take part in a special project to celebrate the 119th Anniversary of Women’s 
Institute. Copies of the book, “Quincy and His Quilt: A Northern Adventure”, written by WI Members Loreen Ambler and 
Debbie Thompson Wilson, were distributed across the province, with Members encouraged to make or purchase teddy 
bears and blankets.

WI Day – February 19th – was suggested as the donation day!  Members visited their local police departments, fire stations, 
hospitals, shelters and other organizations that care for children to donate these items in the hopes that they would bring 
comfort to little ones who are experiencing a crisis or challenging time.  Some WI’s also took packages to care centres for 
seniors living with dementia.

Thank you to all WI Members who participated in this very successful project and for submitting your photos and stories!  
A slideshow consisting of the initial photos received was played at the celebration on February 21st at the Erland Lee 
(Museum) Home. Photos will continue to be added and it will be replayed at the AGM in December 2016.

In an effort to showcase the involvement of WI’s all across Ontario, a 
photo and story from each WI Area that participated was selected to be 
featured in this publication. To view additional photos and stories, visit us 
on Facebook and Twitter!

A. Members of Woodland Springs WI (Grey County District, Grey-Bruce 
Area) brought new teddy bears to their November meeting. Soft blankets 
were made for each bear by two Members and were put into cloth 
bags donated by the Mount Forest District Chamber of Commerce, 
along with Quincy books. The Branch was able to provide 12 
Quincy Bear projects to the Women’s Centre of Grey and Bruce.
Pictured (L-R): Nancy Donald, Shawna Cox (Shelter Supervisor), Marian 
Howes and Myrna Penney.

B. Five Members of Fairfield WI (Leeds-Grenville District, 
Kingston Area) visited the Leeds & Grenville Interval House, in 
Brockville, and donated three gift bags (and an extra stuffed 
bunny rabbit), to be given to children using the services of this 
home away from home in times of family crisis. In the bags were 
a teddy bear, a fleece doll-sized blanket, a large fleece child-size 
blanket (one for a toddler, one for a girl and one for a boy), and a 
Quincy story book.
Pictured (L-R): Kimberley Wright, of Interval House, receives donations from Catherine 
Swan, Jean Dowdall, Chris Stesky, Linda Spicer and Kristal Verriere of Fairfield WI.

C. Thunder Bay District WI (Northwestern Area) presented 23 stuffed 
teddy bears with books and blankets to the Thunder Bay Police Services 
to be given to children in crisis situations. 
Pictured (L-R): Inspector Sylvie Hauth of the Thunder Bay Police accepts the donations 
from Jean Wilson, District President. 

A

B

C
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D. Members of Prince WI (Algoma Centre 
District, North Central Area) prepared Quincy 
books with bears and blankets to be presented 
to the local hospital, fire department, Women in 
Crisis and other organizations where children will 
be in need of comfort.
Pictured: Prince WI Members pose with the many cuddly 
bears, blankets and books to be donated.

E. Bloomingdale WI (Waterloo District, Guelph Area) 
donated books, blankets and bears to the Bright and 
Conestogo Fire Departments. 
Pictured (L-R): Kathleen Snyder, Sharon Agla and Gladys Rellinger.

F. Branches from Norfolk District WI 
(Hamilton Area) donated several special kits 
to the children in care at Norfolk General 
Hospital (NGH).  The packages will be 
distributed to children in conjunction with 
the Share Bear program.  
Pictured (L-R): Jan Butts, Marian Austin, Linda Muir 
(NGH volunteer association member) and Kim 
Mullins (Director of the Emergency Department).

G. Members of the Westwood WI 
(Peterborough District, Trent Valley Area) are shown with 
their Quincy Bear donations ready to be delivered to the 
Peterborough Regional Health Centre paediatric unit.
Pictured (L-R): Mary Elmhirst, Sharyn Snider, Connie O'Neal, Gertie 
Jonkers, Frances Cardwell and Doreen Oke. 

H. Gamebridge WI (Ontario District, Central Area) donated 
teddy bears, books and blankets to the Beaverton Ambulance.
Pictured with two of the Beaverton paramedics are Joanne Lambert, 
Irene Francis, Jean Van Boxtel, Roberta Mitchell, 
Bonnie Fischer, Vivian Woodrow and Margaret 
Tierney. Three Members were absent.

I. WI Members from the 7 Branches in 
Simcoe East District WI (Simcoe Area) 
donated 75 books, bags and bears to Orillia 
Soldiers' Memorial Hospital.
Pictured: Members of Simcoe East District WI deliver 
their items to the local hospital.

J. Members from various Branches in the 
Renfrew North District WI (Eastern Area) donated books, blankets and bears to 
the Whitewater Region Township Fire Department. 
Pictured (L-R): Wayne Heubner (Whitewater Township Fire Chief), Christine Reaburn, Ruby Bennett, 
Joan Smithers, Greta Patterson and Ethel Dagg.

K. Yarmouth Glen WI (Elgin District, Southern Area) donated children's books, 
stuffed animals and other items to St. Thomas Elgin General Hospital (STEGH). 
Pictured, back row (L-R): Marion McKenzie, Joan Hannah, Joan Mansell and Joanne Erickson. Front 
row: Marilyn Taylor, Joan Jackaman and Bernice Taylor.
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For Your
information

Upcoming Events at the Erland Lee Museum

HospitalityHOMES

Ontario Prince 

Edward

Island

M
anitobaNewfoundland

and Labrador

New Brunswick

Quebec
British Columbia

N
ova Scotia Alberta

HAS GONE NATIONAL!
Hospitality Homes are open to all WI Members and their companions for $15 
each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to take 

your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the Hospitality Homes Unity List, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat89@outlook.com or send three standard stamps to 

Gillian Catto at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

*Please check the FWIO website and E-Blasts frequently for updates to this list.

Thank you  
to our Partners

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2016 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern 
Sandy Marshall 

Elizabeth Sutton

Eastern 
Sue Cushing 
Mary Inglis

Southern 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western 
Twyla Banbury-Campbell 

Glenna Smith

 Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/FWIOntario

Follow us on Twitter @FWIOntario

Strawberry Social/A Step 
Back in Time 
Saturday, June 25, 2016

Psychic and Wellness/Holistic 
Health Fair     
Saturday, July 16, 2016     

Fall Marketplace 
Saturday, October 1, 2016

Kids Halloween Party 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
1pm – 4pm

Candlelight Spirit Walk 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
8pm and 10pm

For more information contact: 
Phone: 905-662-2691 | Email: erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Website: www.fwio.on.ca/erland


