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A few years ago, Burnstown WI 
(Renfrew South District, Eastern Area) 
accepted the Federated Women’s 
Institutes of Canada’s (FWIC) walking 
challenge – and they’ve been on the 
move ever since!  However, the group 
proves that there’s more to walking 
than just exercise – there’s a wealth 
of knowledge to gain by stepping 
outside and exploring nature.  See 
page 6 for more on how Burnstown 
WI has turned their weekly walks into 
ROSE Sessions!

CONTACT INFORMATION
FWIO Provincial Office (see left)

Office Administrator 
Kim Sauder: kim@fwio.on.ca 

Program & Communications Manager 
Andrea Morrison: andream@fwio.on.ca

Advocacy Coordinator 
Hania White  Ph: 905-301-4958 
hania.white@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator 
Debbie Bauer Ph: 519-529-7820 
wdbauer@hurontel.on.ca

Public Relations Coordinator 
Donna Henderson Ph: 519-418-7480 
publicrelations@fwio.on.ca

Tweedsmuir Coordinator 
Christine Reaburn Ph: 613-582-3569 
tweedsmuircoordinator@fwio.on.ca

Executive Officer to FWIC 
Joy Trimble Ph: 519-942-2093 
trimlea@bell.net 

Additional contact information is 
available on pages 12 and 13. 
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ur first AGM in November is now behind us and a 
New Year is dawning! It was a challenge, but one 

that was met head on by our capable Provincial Office 
Staff. Thanks to Kim Sauder, Andrea Morrison, Lynn Zizzo 
and Leah Nicholls for getting us through the year end, 
Annual General Meeting and on to the next challenge – 
preparations for the January Board Meeting (all in a very 
short time). Well done ladies!

I am looking forward to working with our new Provincial 
Board, Officers and Coordinators and would like to 
thank them all for volunteering to be part of the WI 
team. Unfortunately, Ellen Martin is unable to fulfill her 
term as Membership Coordinator and has tendered her 
resignation. The Board would like to thank Ellen and wish 
her good luck for the future. Please welcome Debbie 
Bauer as Membership Coordinator, by appointment, for 
a one year term. Membership is a crucial component of 
FWIO. It is time for us to help ourselves by inviting our 
family, friends and community to join us. Recently, I asked 
someone why they had not attended a WI meeting. Her 
response was, “I was never asked”. It is as simple as asking 
someone to attend a meeting. What do you have to lose? 
You might be surprised by the response.

Don’t forget our Back 2 Basics theme and check out the 
ROSE Program Calendar that Andrea has put online for 
your use. There are some great ideas for ROSE Programs 
that are sure to get your community members interested 
in finding out more.

It is time to remind ourselves of where we came from 
and to celebrate our accomplishments. As Women’s 
Institute Members, we can take pride in the knowledge 
that we have affected so many lives through advocating 
for change in our communities, province, country and 
world-wide through our participation in the ACWW and 
the United Nations. Together, our Members form a strong 
voice but also a warm and compassionate hand in times 
of need. The formation of a new Provincial Disaster Relief 

Fund will help to support our communities in times of 
misfortune. This designated fund was formed as a result of 
the dissolution of the Community Crisis Quilts Project that 
began in 2011 when Goderich was devastated by a tornado. 
The committee members felt that since donations were 
received from all over the province, that the communities 
throughout the province should be recipients in times of 
disaster.  The remaining quilts and cash were donated to 
FWIO for a new designated fund and a committee, chaired 
by Debbie Bauer, was formed to set criteria and to oversee 
the distribution of funds when necessary. Over $1,200 has 
been raised from the sale of the quilts since the AGM in 
November!  Donations to this fund are welcome.  

At the January Board Meeting, the Officers and 
Coordinators were asked to join us for a one-day, Round 
Table Discussion. Watch your Board Highlights for the 
innovative ideas that resulted from the discussions.

2014 was a year of change and challenges. The office 
move was a success and the Erland Lee (Museum) Home 
has benefitted from the wonderful donations and by 
the loving care of the Erland Lee Community Committee 
and volunteers. The Museum will feature displays in 2015 
celebrating the 100th anniversaries of 4-H and the Junior 
Women’s Institutes. I am looking forward to an exciting 
and prosperous new year with hopes that WI becomes a 
household name once again!

Yours for Home and Country,

Margaret Byl
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by fwio president 

margaret byl 

WI Day – 118 years! 
February 19, 2015

Canada 150 Deadline 
March 31, 2015

Board Meeting 
April 13-15, 2015

O

Mark your  
calendars!
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From the organizational meeting on September 15, 
1909 in a small brick house, to the present time in our 
welcoming community centre, the ladies of our Institute 
have been a constant strength in our community.

From the very beginning, the WI motto has guided our 
Members as they strive to provide a wholesome, healthy 
atmosphere for their families. 

Even though the roles 
of our Members have 
changed drastically 
during the past 105 
years, WI has always 
accentuated “Home 
and Country”, with 
an emphasis on good 
nutrition. It is therefore 
some small comfort for 
Members to see many of 
our urban friends ‘getting 
back to the basics’, 
pursuing a lifestyle 
that we have always 
known to be beneficial. 
Our community has 
continually been a place 
where people care about 
people. Over the years, the WI has shown this concern by 
being involved in a number of important projects.

Now, the WI supports the 4-H program and provides 
academic scholarships at the local secondary school 
graduation. The tradition of helping fire victims and 
assisting the elderly and shut-ins is also maintained. 
Codrington WI also supports four cemetery boards, two 
local hospitals and a health centre, as well as helping 
with the upkeep at the community centre. For 13 years, 
Codrington WI has presented ROSE Programs with a 
variety of interesting topics such as health issues, using 
herbs, benefits of exercise, cooking, gardening and 
birding with good response from the wider community.

Codrington WI has always championed worthy causes and 
lobbied for improvements, both locally and provincially. 
Resolutions relating to mandatory nutrition education 

and health benefits are presently being supported by 
FWIO and numerous local Branches. 

In the beginning, WI meetings were held during the 
daylight hours, and younger children were brought 
along. Many of our older Members have recollections of 
attending WI meetings as children with their mothers. 
During the late 50’s, with many more women entering 

the workforce outside 
the home, meeting times 
were changed from 
afternoon to evening. 
Senior Members of our 
group had the foresight 
and the willingness to 
change with the times 
and to consider the 
wishes of the younger 
Members. Younger 
Members in return, have 
shown a willingness to 
shoulder some of the 
responsibilities and to 
share the load of leading 
our WI into the future.

I know of no other 
organization where you 

could find a group of Members, with an age range of 
20 to 80 plus years, having common interests and goals, 
getting together on a regular basis, working for the 
betterment of the community where they live – learning 
from each other and enjoying themselves so much.

The oldest organization in Codrington is proud that we 
continue to educate, activate, challenge, develop and 
amuse our Members and the community at large. We are 
indeed fortunate to be such a unique group.

By Cathy McCann,  
President and 54 year Member, Codrington WI 
(Northumberland East District, Trent Valley Area)

To read the full version of this Branch Profile, visit the 
FWIO website.

Branch Profile 
C O D R I N G T O N  W I 

Pictured: Members of Codrington WI at their December 10, 2014 
meeting where they each made a Christmas centerpiece.
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Jennie Weese is a valued and much loved Member of Victoria II WI (Lennox 
& Addington District, Kingston Area). She joined in 1944 and became 
involved immediately in the war effort.

Jennie was a farm wife who raised three children and was always willing to 
lend a hand, especially helping at the many major functions that Victoria II 
WI catered over the years. She is skilled at crafts and has crocheted many 
doilies. She is also well known for her baking and always had a variety of delicious squares ready to entertain visitors. 
Jennie was in her own home until two years ago and was a charming and gracious hostess. Even when she moved into 
Napanee from her farm, she maintained lovely flower gardens and tomato plants.

While Jennie did not hold any offices in the Branch, she was a very capable Branch Director and Social Convenor and, 
until two years ago, attended every meeting. Jennie is 99 years young.

Jennie was thrilled when she was presented with her 70-year pin and bouquet of flowers. She reminisced about her 
experiences in WI, especially the bus trips she enjoyed so much. Jennie is an example to be emulated in her fulfilling of 
the WI motto, For Home and Country.

Woman of Excellence 
in Agriculture Award
FWIO Congratulates 2014 Winner, Donna Willows
“Throughout her life, agriculture and its importance has been a driving force. Through 
her involvement in various organizations, she has endeavoured to communicate to 
both rural and urban communities how and where their food is produced and what 
great lengths of man power and hours it takes to produce the food that feeds us all.” 
- Eleanor Williams, nominator

Donna Willows has had a lifelong dedication to agriculture. She was a Junior Farmer, as 
well as a 4-H member. As a 4-H member, she showed in the Queen’s Guineas competition 
for 3 years. After marriage she joined her husband in showing Holstein cattle. 

During her time on the FWIO Provincial Board, Donna was the organizer of the FWIO booth at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair. No small feat. Some WI Members still talk about the experience of helping in the booth and the opportunity to 
showcase WI.  

Donna belongs to Carlingford WI (Perth South District) and has been a dedicated WI Member, active in her Branch, District 
and Area, co-chair of the London Area FWIO Provincial Conference and was on the Provincial Board. In addition, she has 
been active in local fairs, plowing matches, her church, canvassing for the Canadian Cancer Society and volunteering at the 
Stratford Perth Museum – wherever she can advocate for agriculture. 

Submitted by, 
Barbara Weese & Myra Kelly 
Award Representatives, 2014

Meet the Members 
Introducing…Jennie Weese 

Pictured standing (L-R): Donna Jackson, 
Linda Williams and Lorraine Martin. 
Seated: Jennie Weese.

Pictured (L-R): Evelyn Peck (FWIO 
President, 2013-2014), Donna Willows 
and Eleanor Williams.
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Burnstown WI
Burnstown WI (Renfrew South District, Eastern Area) has a 
weekly walking group where participants are encouraged 
to bring friends and partners.  Depending on the time of 
year, some weeks may involve snowshoeing or cross-country 
skiing.  At first thought, one might wonder how a walking 
group could be considered a ROSE Session, but WI Members 
are always demonstrating that learning can arise in the most 
unexpected situations.  

Irene Robillard, coordinator of the walking group, submitted 
the following information to the ROSE Program, which will 
hopefully encourage other Branches to “think outside the 
box” when it comes to how you define your ROSE Sessions. 

We are always learning on these walks – all about nature.  
We have discussed many plants and many trees.  I have 
some knowledge, being a biologist, and I know trees.  
There is one lady who has a wealth of knowledge on 
plants, including their many uses, so I have learned a lot.  
A few other ladies also know their spring flowers. Some 
ladies have later researched a plant or item we were not 
sure of and then emailed everyone the information. It was 
great to see an old-growth forest and what it was like when 
the first settlers arrived.

We don’t see too many animals – I think we talk too much.  
But we do see tracks and try to figure them out.  I had never 
seen a mallard sitting on her eggs before – and it was just 
beside the trail.  We have seen different types of nests – 
an eagle’s nest and an oriole’s nest.  The raven showed us 
the way to a cave that had a ring of multi-coloured stone – 
although the cave we really wanted to see had a porcupine 
in front of it that would not move.  We have seen all kinds 
of vistas and geology – swamps, ponds, creeks, rivers, rock 
crops, various types of forests, rock cuts, and lookouts.

We have seen some historical spots – the location of an 
original settler’s mill, some limekilns, and the remaining 
basement of a settler’s house.

We also solve the world’s problems while walking and 
during lunchtime afterwards.  Recently, at the back of the 
mountain at Calabogie peaks while having lunch, we had 
a great discussion on iPhones, texting, the app for keeping 
track of distance, time, etc. while hiking, and why the 
young would rather text than make a phone call.

We have a great group, including some spouses/partners 
now and then.  Besides all this we are in the outdoors, 
getting exercise, breathing the fresh air of the forest – 
regardless of the temperature.  But we do not seem to like 
rain or mosquitoes.  Where we live is an excellent spot for 
the great outdoors.  Some of these places, many had not 
visited before, even though most are not far away.

Pictured: Members of the walking group on a day of snowshoeing 
atop a mountainous area.

Follow Up:

1. From your Roll Call, make a list 
if you feel any locations have 
been missed and ask Members 
to check these out.

2. Write a “DID YOU KNOW” story 
for the newspaper.

3. Perhaps consider purchasing or 
making a donation towards a 
defibrillator if there is a location 
in your community that really 
needs one.

A Plan for a Meeting on Defibrillators  By Glenna Smith, Past FWIO Advocacy Coordinator, 2014

Purpose:

1. To understand how to operate a defibrillator

2. To understand the purpose of a defibrillator

3. To provide awareness of where defibrillators are located in your 
community and how well they are displayed

Roll Call: List the location of at least one defibrillator in your community, 
tell where it is mounted/stored/placed and what signage is near it.

Speaker: A firefighter or Emergency Measures Personnel.  Ask him or her 
to address your first 2 purposes and ask for a demonstration, not just a talk.

This is a perfect meeting to make into a ROSE Session.
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The Headquarters Fund currently sits at $666,341 est.

Your support will ensure that WI continues  
long into the future.

 To make a donation, contact the FWIO Provincial Office at 905-662-2691

“The difference 
  between TRY 
  and TRIUMPH is just 
  a little umph!”

- Marvin Phillips

Glasgow WI Nominates Youth for Prestigious Medal
Glasgow WI (Renfrew South District, Eastern Area) nominated Paige 
Dillabough for the Ontario Medal for Young Volunteers. The medal is to 
recognize youth in Ontario who understand the importance of volunteering 
and who demonstrate leadership, initiative and perseverance. Paige was one 
of seven youth to receive the award in 2014.

At a recent meeting, Paige spoke of her battle with cancer. Since the age of eight, 
she has undergone many surgeries and has had to learn to walk and talk all 
over again. She appreciated the love and support received from the Children's 
Hospital so much that she wanted to give back to help other children. Paige 
volunteers over five hundred hours a year at fundraising events and inspires 

her peers as well as many others. 
Her favourite saying is, “Cherish 
your yesterdays, dream your 
tomorrows, but live your todays.” 
Pictured (L-R) in front: Paige 
Dillabough and Laurie Gauvreau, 
President of Glasgow WI. Back 
row: Jacqueline Gauvreau, Marie 
McCallum, Grace Yantha-Blimkie, 
Gloria Hamilton, Shirley Forrest, Lillian 
Collins, Ellen Martin, Sandy Miller and 
Alma McNulty.

Lennox & Addington District 
Receives Municipal Heritage Award
Lennox & Addington District WI (Kingston Area) was presented with the 2014 
Municipal Heritage Award at the October council meeting for the Town of 
Greater Napanee. This award for Heritage Leadership, was given in recognition 
of the accomplishments the District has made in historical work and community 
efforts for over 100 years. 
Pictured: Mayor of Napanee, Gord 
Schermerhorn (L) and members 
of the selection committee with 
representatives from the Branches in 
L&A District. Holding the certificate is 
District President, Valerie Smith and 
to her left, Cora Reid, who has worked 
tirelessly for many years compiling 
Tweedsmuir Histories and researching 
genealogies. 

75 Year Membership in 
Women’s Institute
Mary E. Barr of Chatham, Ontario 
and a Member of Kent Bridge WI 
(Kent District, Southern Area) was 
recently honoured for her 75 years 
of service to Women’s Institute. 
Evelyn Peck (FWIO President, 
2013-2014) presented Mary with a 
special vase on behalf of FWIO. 

Mary joined the Simcoe WI in 
1939 with her grandmother and 
mother. She later joined Lynn 
Valley, Thames River, Kent Centre 
and lastly, Kent Bridge WI. Mary 
continues to offer her knowledge 
to the Women’s Institute. She has 
held offices at the Branch, District 
and Area levels. She also served 
as Provincial Board Director for 
Southwestern Area during 1976-
1979. Congratulations, Mary on 
this tremendous milestone!

Pictured (L-R): Mary E. Barr receives a 
vase from Evelyn Peck (FWIO President, 
2013-2014) in honour of her 75 years of 
service to WI.
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Brooksdale WI
“What do I do with all these apples?” you ask. The answer is – 
you eat them raw, you peel them, you bake them, you make 
applesauce and you slice them for an apple pie! 

A “Back 2 Basics” working demonstration was hosted by 
Brooksdale WI (Oxford District, Southern Area) at the Embro 
Community Centre Kitchen on the evening of October 16, 
2014.

Brooksdale WI Member, Katherine Grieve, assisted by Anne 
Innes and Marlene Matheson, discussed seasonal availability 
of the variety of apples grown in Ontario, with samples to view. 
They discussed storage, nutritional value and how to make 
and preserve applesauce, either through canning or freezing. 

Anne Innes, who is home craft judge, shared what a prize 
winning jar of canned applesauce has to have to win 1st place.

The 30 participants were divided into groups to make fruit 
leathers, baked apples, applesauce parfaits, applesauce 
pancakes, a salad and applesauce with skins and no skins. The 
best part of the event was the tasting and socializing in the 
kitchen. Participants also received the latest recipe cards from 
the Ontario Apple Growers.

By Laura Green

Lincoln District
On September 23, 
2014, Lincoln Dis-
trict (Hamilton Area) 
held a ROSE Session 
called “Preserving the 
Earth’s Bounty” which 
focused on drying, 
canning, cooking and 
freezing local produce. 
The workshop was free thanks to funding from the Niagara 
North Federation of Agriculture. Participants were welcome 
to attend all day or a mini workshop of their choice. It was 
a very successful program which the District plans to hold 
again in the spring.

Kent Bridge WI
Kent Bridge WI (Kent District, 
Southern Area) held a ROSE 
Session on June 25, 2014 with 
friends and relatives in attendance. 
Darlene Lather and her daughter, 
Sharon McDonald, presented a 
slide show of their trip to Cuba and 
shared many interesting facts and 
anecdotes from their vacation. 
Following the presentation, Eileen 
LePatourel demonstrated the 
making of durum pasta from scratch. Her products were 
delicious!
Pictured: Eileen LePatourel leads a homemade pasta demonstration.

Union Street WI
The North Union Community Centre celebrated its 100th 
Anniversary on September 13, 2014 and Members of Union 
Street WI (Central Area) were delighted to mark this special 
occasion. Erected in 1914 as a one-room school house 

Pictured: Peeling 
apples for 
applesauce are 
Selia Koops, 
Yvonne Pelders, 
Kaitlyn VanWely 
and Lesley Innes. 

Pictured (L-R): Lena Byl (Virgil WI), 
Barbara Stones (Beamsville WI), Sandra 
Edgeworth (Virgil WI) and FWIO 
President, Margaret Byl.
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(then known as S.S. Public School #9), Union Street WI 
later became instrumental in petitioning to keep it as a 
community centre after it closed in the 1960’s and faced 
being torn down. 

Celebrations went on all day and a timeline from 1914 to 
2014 and artifacts were displayed inside the hall where 
over 160 people visited. Union Street WI Member, Shirley 
Deavitt, was in attendance and was also one of the first 
Members to sit on the board in 1967 after the school was 
closed. The little hall 
is busy and Union 
Street WI Members 
still meet once a 
month and also help 
with many functions.
Pictured: A display 
commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of the 
Community Centre.

Lorneville-Argyle WI
On August 7, 2014, Lorneville-Argyle WI (Victoria West 
District, Central Area) Members and friends gathered at 
Dogwood and Brambles, the farm of Penelope Beaudrow, 
a local herbalist. There were 15 WI Members and 6 guests 
in attendance. Lorneville-Argyle WI Members were pleased 
to be joined by Central Area President Hania White, 
Central Area Past President Joanne Lambert, Regional 
Board Director Barbara Weese (now FWIO President-
Elect), Victoria West District President Gloria Blogett, and 
Members of North Emily WI.

Upon arrival, participants were served a light lunch 
that featured herbs from the farm and teas blended by 
Penelope. Following lunch, the group was led on a walk 
through a farm meadow to identify some of the herbs and 
plants growing there and to be instructed in the folklore, 
culinary and medicinal uses associated with the plants.

It seemed that the group could not learn enough of herb 
lore and, after the walk through the meadow, toured 
some of the garden 
spaces in the lawn. It 
was a beautiful day – 
sunny and warm – and 
everyone went home 
sated with good food 
and saturated with new 
knowledge.
Pictured: Penelope 
Beaudrow explains the 
benefits of milkweed.

North Grey WI
On July 25, 2014, 12 
Members of North 
Grey WI (Grey County 
District, Grey-Bruce 
Area) and 37 guests 
boarded a coach 
headed to the Walters 
Family Dinner Theatre 
in Bright, Ontario. 
During the trip, Marion Koepke kept everyone entertained 
with draws for prizes and an educational trivia contest with 
one side of the bus competing against the other. Much was 
learned and the contest ended in a tie, with all participants 
receiving a chocolate bar. 

Once at the theatre, there was time to stroll around the 
beautiful gardens. A delicious roast beef dinner was 
enjoyed before everyone made their way to their seats to 
watch the production (direct from Las Vegas and Branson) 
of OH WHAT A NIGHT! A Musical Tribute to Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons. Everyone bounced in their seats as the 
four singers on stage rocked out to many familiar songs. 

Following the two-hour show, there was a meet and greet 
with the entertainers and a chance to have pictures taken. 
Bradley Walters and his twelve-year-old nephew, Schyler, 
came on board the coach to thank the group for coming 
and to wish them a safe trip home. Many have already 
signed up to do this again in 2015!

Bethel-Zion WI
On May 14, 2014, Bethel-Zion WI (Hastings District, 
Trent Valley Area) hosted its first ROSE Session with 29 
participants. The topic was gardening with a focus on 
container gardening. All Branches in the District were 
invited, as well as friends and neighbours of Bethel-Zion 
WI. Jennifer Nash from Prosperity Gardens of Corbyville 
gave an interesting and informative talk on gardening. 
Jennifer demonstrated planting both a container 
and a hanging basket. She gave lots 
of tips along the way. Sandra 
Johnston donated several door 
prizes to be won. A delicious 
lunch was prepared and 
served by the Branch and it 
was a very successful ROSE 
Session, enjoyed by all. 
Pictured: Jennifer Nash generously 
donated this container as a door 
prize, which was won by Betty Sills. 

Pictured: Members and guests await 
their meal at the Walters Family Dinner 
Theatre.
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100thCelebrating Anniversaries!Celebrating Anniversaries!Celebrating Anniversaries!

Jarratt-Creighton WI
Seventy-four people met at Jarratt Hall on August 21, 
2014 to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Jarratt-
Creighton WI (Simcoe North District, Simcoe Area). The 
Tweedsmuir History Books were on display for all to see. 
Evelyn Peck (FWIO President, 2013-2014) presented a 
certificate from FWIO and 100 year pins to each of the 
Branch’s six Members.

FWIO Past President, Elsie Stephenson brought greetings 
and said how much she admired the antique display that 
was set up. Alana Robinson, Western Regional Board 
Director, brought greetings and showed the various 
levels of FWIO on a display board. Simcoe Area President, 
Donna Jebb and Simcoe North District President, Lorraine 
Hook both brought greetings and congratulated all 
Members of the Branch. Members from other Areas, 
Districts and Branches brought greetings and thanks for 
the invitation to spend the day with the Branch.

Scott MacPherson presented certificates from MPP 
Garfield Dunlop and Premier Kathleen Wynne. MP Bruce 
Stanton presented a certificate from Stephen Harper 
and himself. Mayor Harry Hughes, Deputy Mayor Ralph 
Hough and several councillors from Oro-Medonte 
Township brought greetings and congratulations. 

Guest speaker, Tim Crawford spoke of the early plight 
of women as they came to the wilderness from England 
and Ireland. A musical interlude was provided by Bryan 
Sutton, a folk singer from Creighton.

Lunch was served by the Members to complete the day. 
As guests left, they were presented with a grab bag 
containing many useful items.

Alford & Park Road WI
Alford & Park Road WI (Brant District, Hamilton Area) 
celebrated their 100th Anniversary with a tree planting 
and special celebration at Pine Grove & Howell 
Community Centre in Brantford in June 2014. Local 
historian, Ruth Lefler spoke about the involvement of 
Women’s Institute in the community over the years. Betty 
Howell was guest soloist, singing several songs that were 
popular 100 years ago. Lunch was prepared and served 
to guests by WI Members using fine bone china. The 
hall was decorated with WI colours, blue and gold, and 

accented with 
fresh, colourful 
flowers. The event 
was enjoyed by all 
who attended.

Pictured (L-R): Doreen 
Pate and Nancy 
Edmondson help to 
plant a tree on behalf 
of Alford & Park Road 
WI in celebration of 
the Branch’s 100th 
Anniversary.

Pictured Above: Evelyn Peck (FWIO President, 2013-
2014), Gloria Johnson, Grace Hobson, Barbara 
Ann Cook cutting the cake, Mildred Tripp (Branch 
President), Brenda Bailey, Ruth Tudhope (Life 
Member) and Gennine McGinnis.
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Reid’s Corners WI
Reid's Corners WI (Bruce 
County District, Grey-Bruce 
Area) celebrated their 100th 
Anniversary in 2013. As part of 
their celebration, they chose to 

continue their sharing philosophy 
through the donation of the Learning 

Chair installed in the Bruce Botanical Food 
Gardens' future outdoor Living Wall classroom. 

The Institute's most notable initiative is the ROSE Program 
- Rural Ontario Sharing Education - which works to 
increase awareness and expand skillsets of Members and 
community. "The Learning Chair was a perfect fit for their 
organization", said Lynne Taylor, President of the BBFG. The 
walls have not yet been built around the space so the chair 
is openly visible. 

Made by Elmer Brubacher in the true reclamation spirit 
of the Gardens, the chair is built of a potato harvester, 
tractor wheels, a fly wheel and is edged with horseshoes. 
The piece of art illustrates the importance of agriculture 
in the lives of those in the community, wonderful cultural 
connections, and the importance of sharing experiences. 
Once the classroom has been built, the space will provide 
opportunities to share life experiences, wisdom, questions, 
ideas both old and new, celebrate with others, and 
showcase regional talents.  

Standing: Brenda 
Ramsdale, Ruby 
Walden, Alberta 
Munro, Judy 
Snobelen, Lucille 
Fischer, Linda 
Campbell, Nancy 
Copeland and 
Ellen Waye. Front: 
Barb Messenger. 
Seated: Evelyn 
Elliott, Life 
Member and Joan 
Wand, Branch 
President.

Bealton WI
In honour of their Branch’s 100th Anniversary, celebrated in 
2014, the Members of Bealton WI (Norfolk District, Hamilton 
Area) decided to take up a collection to purchase a wreath 
for use each year at Remembrance Day services. The Branch 
was also able to make a sizeable donation to the Poppy 
Fund. In November, Members attended Remembrance Day 
services, followed by 
lunch at the Waterford 
Legion.
Pictured: Branch 
President, Marian Austin 
lays a wreath on behalf 
of Bealton WI. Photo by E. 
Newton.

Russell District
Laurie Heymans and Deron Brookes of North Russell WI 
(Eastern Area) lay a wreath on behalf of Russell District WI at 
the cenotaph in Russell, Ontario on Remembrance Day 2014.

Grey County District
Congratulations to Marion Genoe of Rocklyn WI and Fern Vereshack of 
St. Vincent WI (Grey-Bruce Area) who were presented with the "Agnes 
MacPhail Award" at the 108th District Rally at the New Life Centre in 
Owen Sound on August 19, 2014. These awards recognize Marion and 
Fern’s worthy service for Home and Country and for volunteering in many 
community events.
Pictured (L-R): Marion Genoe and Fern Vereshack.
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U P D A T E

Real Life Stories
By Canada 150 Chair, Irene 
Robillard*

The deadline of March 31st 
is fast approaching and it is 
not too late to submit your 
story to our WI Real Life Story 
Project. It can be a story of a 

specific event or memory or the story of your life.

As of the November AGM only 26 stories had been 
received which is much less than anticipated. So 
please do not procrastinate any further. Each 
Member can submit up to three stories.

Another draw was held at the AGM for those 
who submitted a story or had submitted one on 
behalf of someone. Congratulations to Catherine 
Freymond from Lennox & Addington District 
(Kingston Area) who won a book of poems and 
tidbits.  There will be draws at the end of January, 
February, and March of 2015. So the earlier you 
submit your story, the more chances you get to 
win. 

Please submit through the website or via email. 
At least one District has named a volunteer who 
will type and submit stories for others that are 
not comfortable with computers. Final Deadline: 
March 31, 2015.

We are also looking for Members who are willing 
to review and edit the stories for publication. If 
interested, you can contact me by email (irener@
renfrew.net) or phone (613-432-6987).

The hardest part is to start. The next hardest 
thing is to stop!
*Irene Robillard is also FWIO’s Digitizing Coordinator.

Ingrid Schmidt, a 
Member of North 
Tarentorus WI in 
Sault Ste. Marie is 
shown here with 16 
children’s sweaters 
and other articles 
she has knit for 
Canada Comforts. 
Ingrid knits in the 
European style and 
demonstrated this 
at her booth in a fair 
of activities at the 
North Central Area Convention at the end of September. 
Other booths presented quilting a mug rug, making a small 
gift box from card stock and reading and using crystals for 
health and peace. 

Ingrid has been producing items for Canada Comforts for 
many years, as have many of you in the Women’s Institute. 
Canada Comforts is completely run by volunteers who work 
out of the Compassionate Warehouse in Victoria, British 
Columbia. They get no official funding. Non-government 
agencies help pay for the container shipping charges to get 
their goods overseas to the areas where they are needed. 
They welcome teddy bears and the bags to put them in, 
washcloths, sundresses, panties and other children’s clothing. 
Please see the International Manual in the Members Section 
of the FWIO website for more information. You can ship by 
mail, bus or courier. Contact your Area for information about 
collection points. 

Thank you to all of you for helping 
this very worthy enterprise. 
Margaret Christenson is also Chair of 
FWIO’s Restructuring Committee and 
can be reached at 705-779-3996 or  
ron.christenson@vianet.ca. 

By International Officer, Margaret Christenson

Pictured: Ingrid Schmidt
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Russell Village WI
WI is, of course, about support and volunteerism. 
Well, it struck me as we were making sandwiches 
and cutting pies to sell at the 156th Russell Fair WI 
Tea Room, that we not only support our community 
and the Fair through our volunteerism, but we are 
also promoting WI - just through those actions! 

We have our WI banner front and center! We are 
wearing our blue aprons with our FWIO logos on 
them. We are promoting our Frozen Berry Sales 
at the counter and taking orders, but we are also 
promoting participation to the young people who 
we embrace to volunteer for us. The young people 
this year, Isabelle, Savanagh, Ryan and Amber, were 
curious and asked us about WI. What does WI do? 
They asked about where we met and what being 
a Member means to us? Who knows, these young 
people may become our next generation of WI! 
We should never underestimate our presence in 
the community and the power we have to teach 
about volunteerism and WI at the same time. Not 
only did these students help us, they learned about 
the joy and fun of volunteerism - a perfect example 
of volunteerism giving back! Thank you Isabelle, 
Savanagh, Ryan and Amber!

Jean Williams
President, Russell Village WI

Pictured: Student volunteers, Amber and Ryan helped cut 
and wrap pie for Russell Village WI.

 

MEMBERSHIP

MinuteMinute
By Membership Coordinator, Debbie Bauer

I am happy to be back. Now, it’s time to roll up our 
sleeves and get to work.

I need everyone to understand two things: one, our 
membership numbers are critical; two, we are going to 
turn those numbers around together. 

I will be touring the province giving workshops and 
offering opportunities to open new Branches in 
communities where population supports a Branch for 
a younger demographic. We will try to emulate the WI 
revolution taking place in the UK in our own way. 

My workshops are interactive and fun. We will develop 
new ideas and skills to help identify future Members. 

My plan will include selecting sections of our province 
to be toured one to two weeks at a time. It is a huge 
province and I would like to minimize or avoid “ping-
ponging” around a large District or Area, so I will ask for 
as much cooperation and even leeway as possible in 
choosing dates as I set up this huge tour. Please watch 
your E-Blasts and the website for a way to get involved 
in this exciting and vital process. 

I cannot do this alone. I ask that we turn our dedication to 
Women’s Institute into a ground-
swelling equal to that in the UK 
for our “new WI”. 

Please do not hesitate to call me 
at 519-529-7820 or email me at 
wdbauer@hurontel.on.ca. 

I am eager to see you all soon. 



14

Oxford District
Congratulations to Anya Donaldson who was 

presented the Woman of Excellence Fair Award on the 
opening night of the 156th Embro Fair in 2014.

Anya became interested in submitting entries at the local 
fair as a teenager. In high school, she began entering and 
saving her prize money which she put towards her tuition 
for nursing school.  Anya completed her nursing degree, 
married and moved from Calgary to Ontario where she 
would later rekindle her interest in fair involvement. Anya 
entered at the local fairs and, as a WI Member, used her 
creative skills to set up exhibits following the fair themes. 

Anya works diligently, encouraging young people in 
her area to compete in the Embro Fair Ambassador 
Competition. Braemar WI (Southern Area) sponsors a 
competitor almost every year and can claim fame to 
many winners. In recent years, she helps as a volunteer on 

judging day at the Embro 
Fair.
Pictured (L-R): Oxford District 
President Anne Innes (who 
presented the award), Anya 
Donaldson and Bernice 
Marsland, a Member of the 
Braemar WI, who presented 
Anya with flowers from her 
Branch.

Renfrew North District
Congratulations to Eleanor Waite, a Member of 

Forester’s Falls WI (Eastern Area), who was presented 
the Woman of Excellence Fair Award at the opening 
ceremonies of the Cobden Fair in 2014.

Eleanor has been a loyal supporter of the Cobden 
Agricultural Society for many years. She has worked in the 
food booth, donated food and prizes, washed dishes, sold 
tickets and worked tirelessly to make the fair a success. 
Presently, she is the Chair of the Domestic Science Area 
where she spends hours applying for sponsorships and 
special prizes, working with judges and organizing the 
entries with their respective standings for the community to 

District Woman of Excellence Fair Awards
This award is presented at the District level of FWIO and recognizes 

the significant contributions made by WI Members working at local fairs.  

admire. She is responsible 
for the security of the 
entries and ensures they 
are safely returned to the 
owners at the close of the 
fair. 

Eleanor joined Forester’s 
Falls WI in 1980, becoming 
a Life Member in 2005. 
She has held positions at 
Branch level and served 
as President for several 
terms of office. Her artistic 
flair and attention to detail 
is greatly appreciated in 
preparing the annual Branch display for the local fairs. 

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time, they just 
have the heart”. Eleanor demonstrates this, working not 
for pay but for the privilege - and her community reaps the 
benefits. 

Wentworth District 
Congratulations to Marianne Vogel of Rockton WI 

and Anne Smith of Strabane WI who were presented 
with the Woman 
of Excellence Fair 
Award on behalf of 
Wentworth District 
(Hamilton Area). The 
presentations were 
made at the Rockton 
Agricultural Society 
Awards Banquet on 
November 28, 2014.

Pictured (L-R): Marianne 
Vogel, Wentworth 
District President Pat 
Cooper, and Anne 
Smith.

Pictured (L-R): Renfrew North 
District WI President Julianna 
Coulas (who presented the award) 
and Eleanor Waite.
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Perth South District 
Congratulations to Margaret Hislop and Doris 

Spence for receiving the Woman of Excellence Fair 
Award on behalf of Perth South District (Southern Area). 
Margaret Hislop, of Elm Grove WI, was presented her 
award at the official opening of the Stratford Fall Fair on 
September 22, 2014, while Doris Spence, of Kirkton WI, 
received her award at the official opening of the Kirkton 
Fall Fair on September 13, 2014. 

Pictured Above (L-R): Perth 
South District President, 
Marlene Gibson presents 
Margaret Hislop with her 
award.

Pictured Below: Louise 
Shier (L) and Perth South 
District Secretary, Marion 
Urquhart (R) present 
flowers and a certificate to 
Doris Spence (C).

Desbarats WI 
The Members of Desbarats WI (Algoma North Shore District, 
North Central Area) decided to turn their 90th Anniversary 
celebration in 2014 into a ROSE Session.  Guest speaker, 
Shane Hoffman, spoke of his family’s gourmet coffee 
business, Coffee Roasters, which now sells tea as well.  He 
brought coffee packs for all to take home and carafes of 
coffee and a strawberry tea for all to enjoy.  Tweedsmuir 
History Books and other memorabilia were also on display.  

Over thirty ladies gathered for the event, which was 
decorated with fine china and laces of days gone by, 
complete with a silver tea set.  A lunch of fancy sandwiches, 
scones and small cookies and tarts was enjoyed by all.

Fairfield WI 
It’s a small world after all.  When the Members of Fairfield 
WI celebrated their Branch’s 90th Anniversary on May 
24, 2014 - on the lawn of the same home in which the 
Branch’s founding Members first met on May 21, 1924 
- it so happened that one of the visitors, Donna Hall, of 
Roebuck WI, turned out to be the great-niece of Ettie 
Edwards (née Snowden), who had opened her home for 
that founding meeting.  The Members marvelled at such 
a connection to their past!  Members of Branches in the 
recently amalgamated Leeds-Grenville District (Kingston 
Area) joined the eight active Members of Fairfield WI and 
one former Member for a hearty lunch and a skit about the 
founding meeting.  
Pictured (back row, from left): Denise Wright, Sylvia Berseth (present 
owner of the Edwards home), Shirley Greer and Edna Spicer (cutting 
the cake), Linda Spicer, Jim Pickard (Mayor of Elizabethtown-Kitley 
Township), and Chris Stesky.  Front row, from left: Irene Thompson 
(former Member) and Jean Dowdall (president).

Pictured (L-R): Jane Pellarin and Branch President, Marlee Hopkins.



Upcoming Workshops at the Lee
Come join us in the Carriage House at the Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home for our new series of crafty workshops!  Workshop fee 
includes all materials.

DATE TIME DETAILS COST

February 14 10am-12pm Knit a pair of slippers $20.00

March 14 TBA Pysanka – Ukrainian Easter Eggs TBA

April 11 TBA Silk Ribbon Embroidery TBA

May 9 TBA Rug Braiding (candle mat/hot pad) TBA

June 6 10am-12pm Needle Felting $30.00

Please pre-register due to limited space. 
Email: bstones@cogeco.ca or erlandleehome@fwio.on.ca 
Phone: 905-662-2691

Thank you  
to our Partners

HospitalityHOMES

Hospitality Homes in Ontario are open to all WI Members and their companions 
for $15 each per night. If you would like to be added to the list or if you need to 

take your name off the list – please let Gillian Catto know. 

To obtain a copy of the list, visit the FWIO website,  
email Gillian at gilcat@vianet.ca or send three standard stamps to Gillian Catto 

at 89 Ellmen Road, Whitefish, ON P0M 3E0. 

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT 
NO. - 40036824

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 
CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

FWIO
552 Ridge Road
Stoney Creek, ON  L8J 2Y6
Email: fwio@fwio.on.ca

2015 Board Listing

President 
Margaret Byl

President-Elect 
Barbara Weese

Northern Region 
Joyce Cockle 

Sandy Marshall

Eastern Region 
Mary Inglis 

Mary Shortt

Southern Region 
Lynda Brooker 
Rie Van Steeg

Western Region 
Alana Robinson 

Glenna Smith

For Your
information

ROSE Garden


